THE LOCAL
PROGRAMME
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A YEAR OF PARK ACTIVITY

QueenElizabethOlympicPark.co.uk

INTRODUCTION

Over one year the Local Programme
has brought to life the hidden
corners of Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park, built new relationships
with the local organisations and
communities that surround it, and
created an inspirational programme
of activities come rain and shine.
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The ambition for this year-long pilot programme was to set a
precedent for how the Park could be used in the future, and how it
could continue to make and nurture local connections. Our aim was
to work with locally based organisations, groups and individuals
to deliver a varied and exciting programme of high quality events,
activities and projects helping to deliver the London Legacy
Development Corporation’s vision for an inspiring, creative and
welcoming Park, representing and celebrating the diversity and
energy of east London and its communities.
The Local Programme ran between October 2014 and September 2015,
selecting 16 diverse projects from two rounds of open applications.
These events, workshops, walks, performances and installations
practically filled a calendar year, with 354 days of activity, mostly free
and open to all, engaging with over 31,000 Park visitors.
The great opportunity of Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park has always
been to lead the regeneration of an entire community for the benefit
of everyone who lives there. This programme has proved that people
make the place, with activities designed to bring people together,
capture imaginations and to inspire. The projects have encouraged
exploration and ownership of the Park’s landscape through being
on the ground and actively taking part, and reinforced some of the
physical routes and connections to the surrounding areas.
This publication summarises the diverse programme, with the details
and stories behind each project, and hopes to guide others to the
wealth of community, talent and creativity based in east London and
inspire what is possible on the Park.

LABOUR OF LOVE
Caroline Jupp
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16 October 2014 – 17 January 2015

“I enjoyed coming here with my
nan, listening to her life stories,
because she has never told me
these things. It was great to hear
other life stories too, because
they’re so different. It was a great
experience to come to the shed. I
also got to write and draw what I
wanted to be when I grow up.”
Shed visitor, age 10

The shed was used as a place to talk, where Park visitors and local residents were invited by
Caroline to share their experiences of work and to list all of their jobs in a spirit of chronicling
some of the amazing twists and turns of people’s working lives. Visitors of all ages were
encouraged to think about their aspirations and to imagine their work in the future.

South of the Park, next to the Podium

Labour of Love was an artist residency exploring our relationship to
work throughout our lives. Inspired by the true sense of the words
Curriculum Vitae, meaning the course of one’s life, artist Caroline Jupp
was based in a mobile shed over four winter months to explore the
career paths and job histories of Park visitors.

The months of conversations focused on our shared experience of toil, occupation,
work, duties and passion. The shape and feel of the small shed encouraged intimate
conversations, and sometimes even revelation. More than once it became a safe place to
sound out difficult career choices and a quiet space to reflect on future possibilities. Over
170 people of all ages recorded their unique CVs with Caroline, creating the Labour of Love
archive of working lives.

Caroline’s art focuses on engaging people in collaborative art
and literature projects. Through conversations and processes of
documenting, archiving and collecting, Caroline often creates new
archives or libraries to be experienced in various public places such as
parks, beaches and housing estates.
carolinejupp.co.uk

“It was a great experience to be resident in the
shed - a wonderful platform for a project that
I had wanted to do for a number of years. I
was so pleased with the variety of working
life stories it uncovered.”
Caroline Jupp, Artist.

ROSETTA ART CENTRE
Web
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18 & 19 October 2014

Inspired by the diversity of ecology in the Park, Rosetta artist David AlliesCurtis and ecology and knot expert Dale Mortiboys worked with visitors to
develop a sprawling installation made from knotted marine rope.
Visitors collaborated with David and Dale
by learning how to tie knots that have a
nautical and natural theme, building the
web organically over the two days as
more and more people joined in. Sitting
at the foot of the ArcelorMittal Orbit, the
installation complemented the sculpture
perfectly with its intertwining red strands.

“Web was my most ambitious
participatory artwork to date
which marked a turning point
in my artistic practice. The level
of participation was fantastic
and I loved engaging people in
the magnification of the daily
activity of spiders.”
David Allies-Curtis, Artist

Rosetta Arts Centre is a visual art organisation based in Stratford
which seeks to unlock and grow creative talent by providing access to
quality visual art education for those who might not otherwise be able
to enjoy the benefits of what art can bring, and to bring those benefits
to communities.

South of the Park, on the ArcelorMittal Orbit lawn

Sanaz Amidi, Rosetta Art Centre

Over 300 local people and tourists, young
and old, helped to build the web and
complete a scavenger hunt around the
south of the Park to find smaller web
installations previously installed by David,
hinting at the idea of the Park’s resident
spiders and insects.

rosettaarts.org
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“For
centuries, urban parks
have been an important
space for art and cultural
activity.... The Local
Programme has been a
wonderful opportunity
for Rosetta Art Centre to
outreach to new audiences
and for the arts to play a vital
role in revitalising the park.”

ALLSORTZ OPEN MIC
Sunday Sessions
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26 October – 30 November 2014

Sunday Sessions took place over six weekends in the Park providing a
prominent platform for emerging young local artists including bands,
solo performers and spoken word artists, to share their talents with a
live audience at the foot of the ArcelorMittal Orbit.

Each week up to eight performers were
selected, with one ‘wildcard’ opportunity
offered to the audience to take up one
of the coveted open mic spots. From
the soulful acapella sounds of local trio
J.E.T. and the glamourous singer Pharella,
whose summer-time vibe and energy
warmed up the crowds on one chilly
afternoon to the incredibly synchronized
beat boxers Kryptic and Kustic, over
2,000 visitors enjoyed performances from
48 talented young artists and groups.

Allsortz produces participatory
events which showcase the best
young talent from across east
London to represent the diversity
of the city through culture, artistic
disciplines and community.

Twitter: Loving stumbling into
@Allsortz1 open mic session in
@noordinarypark. Some great
young talent.
allsortzopenmic.co.uk

Dekan Apajee, Allsortz Open Mic C.I.C

South of the Park, at the base of the ArcelorMittal Orbit

Developed by Allsortz Open Mic who
produce participatory events that seek
out the best young talent from across
east London and further afield, Sunday
Sessions aimed to grow the confidence
and raise aspirations of the 18 – 25 year
olds who performed.
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“The opportunity for Allsortz
Open Mic to host a series of
events at Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park was like winning
a gold medal! Our performers
created an exciting festival
atmosphere bringing the
Park alive and left audiences
feeling a sense of belonging.”

CLUSTER BOMB COLLECTIVE
This Place of Wild Grass
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This Place of Wild Grass was a series of workshops, conversations and
sharings exploring the ideas and images from seminal books such as
the desert island in Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe and the isolated
traffic island in JG Ballard’s Crash. Participants were invited to design,
create, and paint their own miniature island made of soil, grass, wild
flower seeds and concrete to fit in the palm of their hand, complete with
a painted figurine. During the making, participants shared their own
memories and stories of change they have experienced, and opened up
their imaginations as they created their own island to take home.

The workshops aimed to explore the
legacies of local landmarks such as the
nearby Lesney Matchbox toy car factory
and previous Trowbridge Estate high
rises in Hackney Wick. By developing
these activities in the autumnal
landscape of the Park, Cluster Bomb
started new conversations about the
connections between seemingly wild
landscapes and urban regeneration.

Cluster Bomb are an emerging
collective of contemporary
performing artists based in
neighbouring Hackney Wick.
The collective devise bold, new,
innovative performance projects
that follow a collaborative
creative process which lies
between theatre, performance
and live art.
clusterbombcollective.com

Timber Lodge Cafe, north of the Park

28, 30 & 1 November 2014

“As a new, emerging and youth-led artists collective, being able to present
our workshops as part of the Local Programme, provided us not only
with the platform to develop a pilot project further, but the chance to reevaluate the importance of local audiences for our specific workshops, in
the bustling new context of Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.”
Sebastian H.W., Project Coordinator, Cluster Bomb Collective Arts

HACKNEY TOURS
Experience Walks
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30 October, 1 & 2 November 2014

Hackney Tours created two new ‘Experience Walks’ for the Park,
encouraging visitors to discover why this new landscape is one of
London’s most exciting Parks to be in.

Throughout the Park

Inviting participants to ‘discover the past, explore the present and hack the future’
the walks focused on the rich tapestry of plants and flowers in the ‘Slow in the City’
biodiversity walk, and in the ‘Art – Everywhere for Everyone’ walk, Simon introduced
visitors to the Park’s ambitious art commissions that are embedded in the landscape. Both
walks inspired creative thinking and asked visitors to make drawings with Simon which
were then viewed in their very own pop-up mini gallery at the end of each walk.

Hackney Tours founded by Simon Cole, creates engaging walking
experiences which explore changing landscapes, bringing together
their histories with the participants own viewpoints to create both an
educational and enlightening experience. Starting as a local enterprise,
Simon is now developing tours internationally for a range of audiences.

hackneytours.wordpress.com/tours

“The Local Programme allowed
me to test out a new format of
experiential walk in a stimulating
outdoor environment that is still
evolving its identity. It’s a great
thing to have on my CV and has
seen me evolve conventional
walking tours into a higher form.
I really enjoyed being part of the
programme and had some great
support from the team.”
Simon Cole, Hackney Tours

SKEWBALD THEATRE
Fairytales After Dark
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13 & 14 December 2014

Audience member

Fairytales After Dark reimagined traditional stories through a magical
blend of puppets from recycled materials, atmospheric sound, popup sets, music and song. A cast of eight story spinners wove tales of
wicked stepmothers, bewitched princes, magical helpers and curious
creatures through promenade performances in the gardens in the
south of the Park.

Fairytales After Dark was created by Skewbald Theatre based in Tower
Hamlets, renowned for vibrant and playful theatre that seeks to inspire,
engage and challenge the imaginations of the audience. They rummage
around in the enchanting world of fairytales and folktales and devise
new ways to bring these compelling and curious stories to life.
“Skewbald had a fantastic experience.
It was an ambitious project to take
the audience on a journey at night,
but the Park was so magical that the
audience were with us every step
of the way. We really appreciated
the support from the team and have
certainly expanded our knowledge
and skills in event management.”
Hayley Byfield, Skewbald

“The most creative thing
I’ve ever seen.”
Audience member

Throughout the south of the Park

Over 1,000 visitors walked with the
performers through the cold night air to
enjoy performances of The Frog Prince,
Rumpelstiltskin, The Fisherman and His
Wife among others. The performances
not only highlighted the magic of the
Park’s landscape at night, but beautifully
embraced the new planting and different
levels by creating intimate ampitheatres
in the playground’s sandpit, on the
bridge and tow paths next to the river
Lea, and on the steps leading down to
Carpenters Lock.

skewbaldtheatre.com
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“Brilliant,
my four year old loved
it I can’t believe Rumpelstiltskin
was made out of coat hangers, it
was so clever.”

EMILIE LEVIENAISE-FARROUCH
The Flaneur
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February 2015 - Ongoing | Part of Go East Fest

Inspired by the French translation of the
word flaneur meaning to stroll, this sound
piece and beautiful map designed by
illustrator Richard Manders, guides visitors
on a gentle 21 minute meander through
the north area of the Park along the River
Lea Walk. Mixing historical references,
with observations of the natural landscape,
this walk truly uncovers a new sense of
discovery and appreciation of the Park.
In over six months, the walk has been
downloaded by 415 people.

“The composition and production
of The Flaneur was a fantastic
opportunity to approach the
area where I live and work in a
less pragmatic and much more
inspiring manner. In doing so,
it has not only benefited my
practice as a composer, but also
my appreciation of the area as a
local resident.”
Emilie Levienaise-Farrouch, Composer

Emilie Levienaise-Farrouch is an
award-winning French pianist
and composer whose work spans
film score, bespoke composition
and sound design. Her work
is connected by both its high
quality and evocative, meticulous
craft. Her first album, ‘Like Water
Through the Sand’ is due for
release in November 2015.

emilielf.com | Please visit QueenElizabethOlympicPark.co.uk to download The Flaneur.

North of the Park, along River Lea Walk

Local composer Emilie Levienaise-Farrouch created a beautiful and
moving audio walk which is available as a digital download from the
Park’s website. Combining poetic binaural voice-over elements with
original music inspired by the Park itself and performed by a string
quartet from the London Contemporary Orchestra, The Flaneur allows
visitors to immerse themselves in nature’s peaceful rhythm.
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TOGETHER 2012!
The Recycled Band
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21 & 22 February 2015

During February half term the instruments
were installed in the Park for visitors to
explore and play, culminating in a one-off
performance by The Recycled Band with
members of the Together! Music Club and
special guests using the instruments.

Together 2012! is a social
enterprise led by disabled artists
to create a lasting and meaningful
Paralympic cultural legacy in the
host borough of Newham.

“The Local Programme has played a crucial role in introducing locally
based arts organisations and artists to the Park and vice versa, as well
as raising awareness of the Park locally and bringing in local residents
to participate in both the Programme’s activities and the wider events
programme on offer. It also enabled us to develop an experimental
project, The Recycled Band, which in addition to being received very
enthusiastically within the Park, has already been shown to other
audiences and undoubtedly has an ongoing future.”
Ju Gosling, Together 2012!

together2012.org.uk

South Park Plaza

Together 2012! designed and created 12 oversized musical
instruments using recycled construction materials such as scaffolding
poles, corrugated plastic and pipes sourced from around the Park and
the local area. Created through a series of workshops with participants
at Stratford’s McGrath Road Centre for people with autism and learning
disabilities, The Recycled Band was then formed with local musicians,
participants from the centre and Together 2012’s network.
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PUBLIC WORKS
The Wick Common Shop
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February – July 2015

Housed in the Park’s mobile shed, The Wick Curiosity Shop shop documented the area’s
unofficial and ‘minor’ history through an eclectic collection of local produce, memorabilia,
oral history, songs and stories. The shop opened its doors to the public every Saturday
from 11am – 5pm.
Public Works collaborated with artists, researchers and designers to unearth hidden
narratives about the area and worked with institutions such as Queen Mary University, the
Royal College of Art, Tate Modern and Central Saint Martins to run a series of workshops
and seminars. These included textile students making fabric dyes from the plants and food
that used to grow in the area, a workshop on the importance of independent shed-like
structures, and an exploration into the many computer generated images of the Park and
surrounding area over the past 10 years.

“The joy of The Wick Common Shop
was that it offered a space which
sits in contrast to its immediate
surroundings - it is small, intimate,
open to the public, yet personal at the
same time. It allowed a multitude of
sometimes contradicting narratives
about the area to exist next to each
other while offering a unique vantage
point to understand the Park.”
Andreas Lang, Public Works

Public works are an art and architecture practice working in public
spaces to address and question how the public realm is shaped by its
various users and how existing dynamics can inform further uses.
publicworksgroup.net

South of the Park, next to the fountains

The Wick Common Shop was an archive, a billboard, a venue for
discussion, a studio and sometimes a shop. Developed from a previous
archive project, The Wick Curiosity Shop, the Wick Common Shop
hosted events, workshops and exhibitions around the idea of
‘Common Objects’ which express ideas of common good rather than
individual gain.
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CREATMOSPHERE &
LIGHT FOLLOWS BEHAVIOUR
Playful is the Night
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28 March 2015

“We hope Playful is the Night will encourage people to use the Park
more, even in winter! The project was featured in an article in a
lighting magazine - maybe it can inspire other cities and parks.”
Elettra Bordonaro, Light Follows Behaviour

Playful is the Night also celebrated Earth
Hour, a worldwide grassroots movement
which aims to unite people to protect the
planet. Promoted by WWF and traditionally
encompassing turning off lights within
your vicinity as a symbolic gesture, there
is now a greater ambition to go beyond
just ‘lights out’. Between 8.30pm – 9.30pm
the Park was proud to turn off the iconic
structures in the Park such as the RUN
artwork, the concourse at London Aquatics
Centre, the halos along South Park Plaza
and the ArcelorMittal Orbit.

Creamosphere is a cross-discipline artistic studio in Tower Hamlets
that focuses on the exploration of light and its interplay with art,
architecture and space who collaborated with Light Follows Behaviour,
an independent lighting design practice who create spaces with light.

creatmosphere.com | lightfollowsbehaviour.com

Carpenters Lock, south of the Park

Playful is the Night was a magical night time picnic and laser show
with live Italian pizzica folk music by Amaraterra to celebrate the
Spring equinox. Over 350 visitors were invited to create their own
unique solar powered lanterns, see their text messages projected onto
the Park landscape and have fun making light graffiti with LED hula
hoops and skipping ropes in front of a time lapse camera.
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EAST LONDON DANCE
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Based in Stratford, East London Dance is the leading producer of
creative dance experiences for the people of east London and beyond.
Producing inspirational dance projects and events, East London Dance
nurture the next generation of artists, growing one of the most diverse
and vibrant dance communities in the country.
“The Local Programme has given East London Dance a unique
opportunity to reach new audiences, work alongside some fantastic
local organisations, and a chance to deliver free and accessible
performances and workshops to a family audience. The Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park is an amazing environment to animate and it
was wonderful to be part of a whole weekend of different activities.”

eastlondondance.org

CLUB CULTURES IN THE PARK
28 March 2015

Club Cultures was a burst of club dance styles from hip hop to house,
70’s vogueing, to breakdance battling, giving budding dancers the
chance to learn new choreography sequences and moves in a series of
open workshops. These included beginners Hip Hop dance workshop
by Nathan ‘Neo’ Gordan and Funky Street Dance by Natasha Khamjani.
Some of the finest dance companies in London entertained crowds
throughout the day with performances from Soul Mavericks, Boadicea
Ladies, BirdGang and In Da The House.
Club Cultures created an afternoon of energetic and exciting dance
classes, incredible performances and impromptu dance-offs ending in a
free outdoor party.

South of the Park

Ruby Baker, East London Dance
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THE YARD : WALKIE TALKIES
A Festival of Curious Adventures
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North of the Park

“Being part of the Local Programme with our season of Walkie Talkies was a
fantastic opportunity to open up the work of The Yard, testing performance
outside of the theatre walls, whilst meeting new audience members and
families in Stratford and Newham. From chatting with politicians on a
seven seated bicycle, to a 3am one-on-one performance in the London
Aquatics Centre, it was thrilling to enable people to experience the park, and
performance in an entirely new way.”
Jay Miller, Artistic Director, Yard Theatre

theyardtheatre.co.uk

Ellie Harrison invited the public to meet their elected politicians and
take part in a roving roundtable discussion on a bicycle built for seven.
Hopping on, participants peddled together through the Park while
discussing the issues that matter to them. Over three days, 15 onehour debates were held on the bike chaired by Ellie with most of the
local politicians including Jim Fitzpatrick, MP for Poplar and Limehouse
and Meg Hillier, MP for Hackney South and Shoreditch.

Ellie Harrison is an artist and activist based in Glasgow. Her playful and provocative work
responds to the British culture she grew up in, attempting to investigate, expose and
challenge its sometimes illogical and absurd political and economic systems.

Throughout the north of the Park

ELLIE HARRISON
This is What Democracy Looks Like!
16 – 18 July 2015 | Part of The Yard’s Walkie Talkies

“I’ll never forget my three days, running free rides around the park on a
seven-person bike with a host of elected politicians. It was a fun, surreal
and at times, profound experience - so many interesting conversations!”
Ellie Harrison, Artist

16 July – 2 August 2015

Multi-award winning theatre The Yard, based in Hackney Wick, created a
unique festival of outdoor adventures to explore the Park’s more hidden
spaces and create intimate moments with smaller audiences and one to
one experiences with some of the UK’s most exciting theatre artists.
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18 & 19 July 2015 | Part of The Yard’s Walkie Talkies

Be Bee’s was a mad dash across the Park on a mission to collect hidden
pollen for the Queen Bee. Stopped in their tracks by naughty badgers on
miniature bikes, participants were rewarded for their efforts with a song
of praise and a jar of honey.
Welcoming 600 visitors over the course of two days, Be Bees aimed to highlight the plight
of our decreasing bee colonies to the next generation through fun exploration.

Nigel Barrett and Louise Mari make wild, bold, visual performance
for people who don’t really like theatre, and unusual theatrical
experiences for those who do.
“It was wonderful that the show was free so children and their families could
discover us and join in spontaneously. One little boy made his mum come back
the next day and bring his best friend which is the ultimate compliment.”
Nigel and Louise
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Timber Lodge Cafe

NIGEL BARRETT & LOUISE MARI
Be Bees

Tumbling Bay and north of the Park

27

STACY MAKISHI
The Psychic Encounter
23 – 25 July 2015 | Part of The Yard’s Walkie Talkies

Hawaii-born Stacy Makishi welcomed individuals to read between the
lines in a hilarious and poignant psychic encounter at Timber Lodge.
In a one-on-one conversation with Stacy, participants were drawn into a unique and
intense experience where they saw what the newspaper headlines made of them and
discovered more about themselves.

Stacy Makishi moved from Hawaii to London and while working
first as a stand-up comic, she found herself happiest when making
performances. Her current work is the result of cross-fertilisation
between theatre, comedy, film and visual art.
“The idea for this work came to me in a coffee shop. I looked at the people
surrounding me and wondered about their ‘stories’ – what were their
headlines? I wanted to give them a ‘reading’ where their lives would be
the big story.”
Stacy Makishi

23 – 25 July 2015 | Part of The Yard’s Walkie Talkies
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Hackney Wick to the north Park

SCOTTEE
Scottee’s Podium

Tumbing Bay
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WILL DICKIE
Team of the Decades
24 – 26 July 2015 | Part of The Yard’s Walkie Talkies

Bored of tall people making decisions for you? Want to be the next Prime
Minister? Perhaps you just want to tell everyone what you ate for dinner?

Participants enjoyed an electrifying team show for 10 people, one
coach and one captain in the green fields of the north Park.

Devised by reluctant adult Scottee, this commission invited kids to climb onto a podium,
grab a megaphone and shout about anything they wanted. Parents and passers-by enjoyed
the remarks from the children, often lending themselves to funny quips including “I want
more cheese” and “ban all pigeons”, to more poignant remarks such as “I don’t want to be
bullied anymore.” Their voices were definitely heard!

Along the pavements and out across the landscape, participants didn’t play to win or lose,
but played a fictional game to explore and understand ideas of strength and weakness,
father and sons, collisions and hugs.

Scottee is currently an associate artist at Olivier award winning company
Duckie and the iconic Roundhouse. He has performed for audiences
across the globe with his brash, clumsy and provocative approach to art,
performance and light entertainment.

Will Dickie responds to and interacts with place. Through combinations
of movement, text, sound and interaction he creates personal and
evocative experiences for public places or the stage.
“The team is well drilled by their coach en route to the Park, and should
develop a keen sense of space and group manoeuvrability. Out there
that is put to the test…Emotionally it’s a different ball game and the
team will have to grit their teeth and get through it however they can.”
Will Dickie
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Waterden Road Underpass

Main Yard, Hackney Wick

VERITY STANDEN
Symphony
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GREG WOHEAD
Hurtling

17 - 18 October 2015 | Part of The Yard’s Walkie Talkies

31 July – 2 August 2015 | Part of The Yard’s Walkie Talkies

Tuning forks are traditionally used for pitching – normally unheard –
but up close they create beautiful, surprising sounds as instruments in
their own right.

Audiences were invited to a 20 minute outdoor performance for one
on a roof top in Hackney Wick, with a cassette player and headphones.

By blending these metallic tones with live voice, two performers will create a vivid and
unique sound world for individual audience members in this experience in a hidden space.

Verity Standen’s work as a composer, musical director and performer
focuses primarily on the intricacies of the human voice. Her renowned
works HUG and Mmm Hmmm are both touring nationally.
“Symphony is unlike anything I have done before – it’s a real
experiment. There are moments where you will just hear voice, and
moments where we let tuning forks be the only sound.”
Verity Standen

Written by Greg Wohead and performed by Anne Langford, Hurtling was a glimpse of
a fleeting moment as it zooms past; an attempt to grasp at a slippery past. This was a
unique and mesmerizing experience that made a connection between the Park and its
surrounding neighbourhoods, providing participants with a new view and experience of
east London’s landscape.

Greg is a London-based writer, performer and live artist originally from
Texas. He makes theatre shows, one-to-one performances and audio
pieces. Greg has shown and developed work in the UK and internationally,
including with Battersea Arts Centre, Contact, Bristol Old Vic Ferment, MC
Amsterdam, and The Yard, London, where he is an Artistic Associate.

DRIFT
Amy Sharrocks
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1 & 2 August 2015 | Part of The Yard’s Walkie Talkies

London Aquatics Centre

Lit by a single lantern and the low security lights of the pool, each guest stepped off
dry land, took the weight off their feet and explored how to drift with Amy throughout
the night in this swimming pool that had originally been the site of epic effort and
determination. Having this iconic building to themselves for a special nocturnal experience
created new connections between the guests, their memory of the London 2012 Games,
and their dreams.

Amy Sharrocks, drift

Amy Sharrocks is a live artist, sculptor and film-maker who
invites people to come on journeys in which their own experience,
communication and expression are a vital part.

“That was very amazing Amy,
thank you, I will continue to
drift now after foolishly staying
on the path too much, too long.”
drift participant

Eighteen people from across the UK were selected through a lottery
to take part in a live artwork for one person. For one night only in
the former Olympic Pool at the London Aquatics Centre, artist Amy
Sharrocks invited individuals to join her in a boat for 20 minutes each,
and to push off from the madding crowd and float away.

“Making drift at the Olympic Pool was extraordinary. Throughout the night
there was a palpable feeling of thousands of spectators and athletes,
looking on at us in our boat in ghostly presence. Sometimes I could
actually feel them thundering down and racing underneath us as we
drifted. It was a once in a lifetime chance to explore the nightlife of this
amazing pool. I was impressed with the curation of Walkie Talkies, which
explored different possible legacies and futures of the Olympic Games.”
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GO EAST FEST
8 & 9 August 2015
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As a focal point for the Local Programme, six existing projects were
brought together over one weekend, and joined by NoFit State
presented by Stratford Circus and supported by the Foundation
for FutureLondon. Together, these events and workshops created
a celebration of east London’s best circus, music, dance, opera and
storytelling across the Park. Named Go East Fest, this celebratory
weekend also welcomed for the first time Robbie the Land Train,
transporting visitors around the expansive landscape and joining up
the activities in the South and North areas of the Park.

NOFIT STATE
Open House
Presented by Stratford Circus and supported by the Foundation for FutureLondon
8 & 9 August 2015

World class aerial and acrobatic circus troupe NoFit State featured
acrobats, aerialists and musicians that exploded from their caravan
homes onto the South Park Lawn for two dazzling days of performances,
stunts and workshops. Unlike ordinary circus performances, NoFit
State truly embraced the ethos of an ‘open house’ and offered up
their trapezes, tightropes, trampolines and juggling skills to the whole
audiences, encouraging everyone to take part in something.

nofitstate.org | stratford-circus.com | future.london

Throughout the Park

Go East Fest featured Local Programme projects from the Arcola
Theatre, East London Dance, Darling and Edge, Newham Music,
Emilie Levienaise-Farrouch and Zu-Uk.
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ARCOLA THEATRE
Opera in the East “Bluebeards Castle”
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8 & 9 August 2015 | Part of Go East Fest

Popular pre show workshops delivered
by Arcola’s sister company Arcola Energy
included making hydrogen powered
model cars, puppet making with recycled
materials and aerial balloonography where
hydrogen powered balloons lifted cameras
into the sky to take aerial photos of the
Park. These activities highlighted the
Park’s commitment to sustainability and
celebrated Arcola’s vision to be the first
carbon neutral theatre through the use of
hydrogen fuel celled energy, solar panels
and using recycled materials.

“It was a wonderful process bringing Opera in the East together - creating an
exciting and accessible show like no other. It was great to connect with new
audiences, many of whom have never been to Arcola in Dalston, and to
deliver workshops which explored some of the elements of the show.”
Nick Connaughton, Arcola Theatre

Locally engaged and internationally minded, Arcola stages a diverse
programme of plays, operas and musicals in Dalston, Hackney. Worldclass productions from major artists appear alongside cutting-edge
work from the most exciting emerging companies.
arcolatheatre.com

Alfred’s Meadow, north of the Park

The famous 100 year old Hungarian opera ‘Bluebeards Castle’ was
recreated by Arcola Theatre with giant puppets standing four metres
tall in the green hills of the wetland bowl in the north of the Park.
Presented to a 650 strong audience over two nights, this masterpiece
by composer Bela Bartok was retold through incredible puppets from
designer Oliver James Hymans, and made from reclaimed and recycled
materials, operated by a cast of community performers drawn from
across east London.
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EAST LONDON DANCE
Folk Dance Remixed
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8 & 9 August 2015 | Part of Go East Fest

“Folk Dance Remixed were delighted
to be given the opportunity
through East London Dance to host
their own mini festival in the Park!
The show managed to draw the
children and their parents away
from the water fountain, which is
no easy task on a hot summer’s
day! The weather was glorious
and much fun was had by all the
families and people of all ages
that joined in the workshops and
watched the shows. We had some
fantastic feedback!”
Natasha Khamjani, Folk Dance Remixed

For more information on East London Dance, see page 24.
eastlondondance.org

South of the Park

Folk Dance Remixed was a high energy and unique mash up of
maypole, clogging, ceilidh, street, house and breakdance with a hint of
African and Bollywood, to a live soundtrack of fiddle and beat boxing.
The audience was captivated by Corey Baker Dance’s ‘Haka Day Out’, a
special native Maori performance where a medley of tribal footwork,
weaponry dancing, native Poi dancing, and powerful chanting and
singing were all woven together with contemporary movement to
celebrate east London’s diversity.

40

NEWHAM MUSIC
Taste the Music
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8 & 9 August 2015 | Part of Go East Fest

“It has been such a pleasure to
devise a creative, open access,
music project with a host of our
brilliant hub partners in such a
spectacular setting! I have learnt a
great deal and am excited to share
my new knowledge and skills with
our organisation to help us grow
from strength to strength.”
Liz Coomb, Newham Music

Newham Music works with over
10,000 young people annually
providing high quality music
education and opportunities in
schools throughout the borough
and through after school and
Saturday music centre, Newham
Music Academy.

newham-music.org.uk

South of the Park

Taste the Music was a dynamic programme of free music taster
workshops and performances in the south of the Park featuring sambastyle drumming from Barbican Drum Works, dub and reggae vocal
sessions with The Warriors International, plus steel pan workshops
with InspireWorks and Indian inspired dhol drumming and percussion
sessions with Bollywood Brass Band. These energetic sessions in
the Park provided unique opportunities for many children and
young people who had never picked up an instrument before, and
transformed the soundscape of the Park for a weekend.
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DARLING AND EDGE
WITH OLIVER WALLACE &
REBECCA WALKER
The Giant Storytelling Snail
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Elise Edge, Darling and Edge

8 August – 19 September 2015 | Part of Go East Fest

The creative design team behind the project was Hackney Wick based
Darling and Edge, who have also created projects such as Gingerline, an
immersive and nomadic restaurant experience along London’s rail network.
“It is incredibly rare that I can
take my neuro-typical child and
my child with autism to the
same event and have them both
be able to participate and enjoy
the experience. I was thrilled
that the skill of the facilitators
allowed for this to happen in
such a positive way.”
Parent

darlingandedge.com

Tumbling Bay, north of the Park

A gentle intruder took up residence in the Park for six weeks over
the summer – a giant 2.5 metre tall snail. Made from an upcycled old
caravan with hundreds of hand painted wooden tiles, the charming
garden snail attracted children of all ages and mesmerised guests as
they were invited to step inside its shell to find a space for storytelling
and activities themed around home and belonging.
Over the summer months the Snail hosted
storytelling trails with slow-moving
residents Sheldon and Shelby, played by
Oliver Wallace and Rebecca Walker, and
also welcomed artist Stephen Whitehead
and mobile gallery, Curiovan to run nest
and shelter making workshops with a
focus on biodiversity.

44 were so proud to be part of the Local Programme, the Park is across the
“We
road from our studio and it’s been a privilege to watch it evolve over the years
into such a beautiful space. We were struck by how well used it is, and by such
a diverse range of people.”

ZU-UK
Rio Fone Hack #123
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19 June 2015 Ongoing | Part of Go East Fest

“ZU-UK often seeks to create
playfully disruptive projects which
engage the public’s curiosity in
unexpected ways. RioFoneHack
enabled us to embrace new
challenges of creating an
interactive-art/technology-sitespecific-accessible-24/7-intimateexperience-for-one-person-ata-time artwork. We’ve been
delighted by the public’s response.”
Jorge Lopes Ramos, ZU-UK
Rio Fone Hack was programmed in collaboration with Spanish technologists Nacho and Xurde
Durán, and writers Persis Jade Maravala, Andy Field, Clare Qualmann and Holly Gramazio. The
artwork uses open source computer technology, Arduino to allow visitors to answer questions
via the keypad, have their heartbeat measured with touch sensors, and take a guided memory
walk when the phone booths interact directly with their own mobile phones.

ZU-UK is an established award winning independent theatre company
based in east London and Rio de Janeiro since 2001, aiming to make
transformational and unforgettable immersive art for the curious. As a
British company that has successfully maintained a satellite base in Brazil
for over a decade, ZU-UK has a strong track record of collaborating across
cultures and artistic disciplines.
Due to Rio Fone Hack’s popularity, an extension of the project has been sponsored by
property group Lend Lease and The International Quarter.
zu-uk.com

North of the Park

Three public phones from Rio de Janeiro, as iconic in Brazil as red
phone boxes are in London, were hacked by ZU-UK and re-installed
in the Park’s landscape. Over the summer months visitors have
been intrigued by these phones that start ringing as they walk past.
Upon picking up the receiver, visitors have taken part in a five
minute ‘Brazilification’, a meditation on the flowing River Lea, or an
exploration of distance and proximity.
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REFLECTIONS

The Local Programme demonstrated
the power of Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park to act as a catalyst,
bringing people together in new
and engaging ways, and creating
new experiences and moments that
can enhance lives.
It created opportunities to connect with both our regular visitors
and those who were visiting for the first time. Approximately
half of the audiences and participants were from the surrounding
boroughs of Hackney, Newham, Tower Hamlets and Waltham
Forest, and the organisations and individuals we worked with
were selected from these same neighbouring areas. Through the
two open application rounds, over 60 applications were received,
demonstrating the desire and excitement to use the Park as a stage
and place of experimentation.
As a place that has sought to be pioneering and innovative since
the London 2012 Games, all Local Programme projects embodied
this sense of testing new ground in the Park, but also in their own
organisations or practices.
This exploration within the organisations required support.
Capacity building had been raised many times as a key risk for local
organisations within this changing area, and through the programme
many were able to expand for a short time, bringing in new
collaborators and colleagues to develop these projects. The 16 selected
organisations, as well as all those who applied but were not successful,
were embraced into the Local Programme family and offered training.
Over 40 people took part in sessions on marketing and communication,
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event management, health and safety and budget planning, all
delivered through our timebank scheme Echo.
The dedicated support of a specific Local Programme manager ensured
all events were coordinated, and that crucially the individuals were
supported and their understanding and experience of health and safety
and events management expanded, seeding the foundation for them to
continue developing outdoor work.
The projects delivered have shown what is possible as individuals
and also as a community. Big ideas and ambitions have been explored
and communicated, from world wide sustainability, to what ‘common’
means in our 21st century cities, and how employment has changed
through past decades. It is hoped that this simple framework of
commissioning locally will be used by other partners and collaborators
as the Park continues to evolve.

“We attended Playful is the Night yesterday and had the most
wonderful evening. Our children danced, laughed, and were delighted
with their lanterns. The oldest of them has now become genuinely
excited and interested in Earth Hour and thinking about saving
energy at home and in London. I feel humbled that there are twin
lanterns to the children’s in a place that has no electricity. It is hard
to imagine.
I have never been to the Park before, and this was a wonderful
introduction to it. I am now arranging some spring and summer visits
with groups of friends and relatives as a consequence, and am really
excited to see and use as much of the Park as I can.
I really want to thank you for organising this wonderful evening.
We chatted to a lot of people eating their picnics around us, and
everyone was saying what an unusual and fun event it was. You
made a winter evening feel like summer.”
Audience member, Playful is the Night
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