HACKNEY WICK

Our proposals: A heritage inspired centre

View of Wallis Road looking to the east

Diagram highlighting the heritage buildings and historic
public realm that will be retained and improved as part of the
masterplan proposals.
Key:

We are keen to build upon the rich
heritage of Hackney Wick as a place
of innovation of new materials and
products such as plastic, petrol,
dry cleaning, together with the
architectural interest of the buildings
associated with them, and use it to
guide the development of the new
neighbourhood centre.
Each building has been considered
carefully in terms of its own merits
and key views. The diagrams on
the right show sketch ideas for how
some of the key heritage assets
could be enhanced and made more
publicly accessible.

The robust and distinctive historic buildings represent the area’s
architectural heritage

Creative and productive uses form an important part of the area’s
social and physical heritage

The area’s historic significance also
relates to the continuity of innovation
today found in the mix of creative
businesses, the social and cultural
uses that support them, as well as
the types of uses you would normally
expect in an industrial area. These
include artists’ studios and other
makers with supporting uses such as
café and bars, galleries and the Yard
Theatre.

The area around Hackney Wick
station has the highest concentration
of businesses and artists in the area,
with an incredible mix of industrial
businesses, start-ups, creative
businesses and artists’ studios, many
of which rely on the low rents and
flexible workshop spaces the area
offers.

The past three decades has seen the
emergence of creative and art uses
in Hackney Wick and Fish Island with
over 600 studios now operating and
a growing number of large creative
businesses locating here and repurposing vacant industrial buildings.
Study into how Central Books might be converted to provide
workspace and other uses

Study into how the former Carless Institute might be brought
back into active use

It is therefore vital that the new
neighbourhood centre supports and
promotes the industrial and creative
mix of uses that underpins the unique
character and economy of Hackney
Wick.

Study into how the Lord Napier public house might be brought
back into active use
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HACKNEY WICK

Our proposals: Historic streets, yards and passageways

View of White Post Lane looking to the east with the
Lord Napier public house on the left

Diagram highlighting the proposed network of existing and new
streets, yards and passageways.
Key:

Part of the area’s historic significance
relates to how it has evolved over
time as a network of streets, yards,
passages and wharfs.
The diagrams to the right show how
the area has changed over time.
Originally buildings and spaces were
orientated towards the transport links
provided by the Lee Navigation, and
up until World War II, buildings were
grouped close together.

Following bomb damage and the
rise of road transportation, larger
gaps between buildings appeared
and they began to turn their backs
to the canal. Forecourts were also
introduced with parking and access
on the pavement, rather than in
enclosed working yards away from
the highway.
The vision for the area will recall the
denser network of streets by creating
a series of new passageways, public
spaces and yards, and critically, a
new passageway beneath the railway
station to provide a vital new north
south pedestrian link.

Building footprints 1890

Building footprints 1920

Building footprints 1950

Present day building footprint
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HACKNEY WICK

Our proposals: Opening up access to the canal

View looking at the canal edge from the Wallis Road cycle and pedestrian bridge
showing how new development can improve access to the canal edge and encourage
active ground floor uses, making the most of the canal setting.

Diagram showing how access to and views of the canal will be
improved.
Key:

In some places, the canal edge is quite active with boating activities, bars and cafes, however in a lot of places the space is poorly
accessible and under used (top images).

Historically the canal was used to
transport goods and materials to
and from Hackney Wick. This led to
buildings, yards and wharves being
orientated towards the canal edge.

This relationship still remains and
is complemented by a great mix of
shops, café, bars, cultural uses and
workspace that create a sense of
activity and vibrancy.

Over time, this relationship has been
lost with more recent buildings, such
as Main Yard, physically blocking
public access to the canal. Our
proposals aim to reinstate this historic
connection to the Lee Navigation by
creating new routes and yard spaces
that offer direct access to the canal
edge.

Our proposals will include new ramps
and landscaping along the canal
edge to make the canalside more
accessible for the elderly and those
with buggies or wheelchairs.

Queens Yard is an example of
how a historic working yard was
orientated towards the canal allowing
public access to the canal edge.

The waterways also provide essential
green infrastructure in the Lea
Valley, offering habitat for wildlife and
supporting local ecology. We aim
to make the most of this with new
tree planting, soft landscaping and
increasing biodiversity.

Looking into Queens Yard from the canal

View towards White Post Lane bridge
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HACKNEY WICK

Our proposals: Variety of building heights and sizes

View looking west down Wallis Road from Wallis Road Bridge showing the consistent
building heights to allow Central Books to remain as a prominent landmark.

Diagram showing where buildings of more than 6 stories are
proposed and their relationship to heritage buildings.
Key:

The masterplan proposes a variety of
building heights, materials, windows,
balconies and façade designs that
respond to and respect the different
heritage settings within the area. For
example, different approaches will
be encouraged for buildings that
overlook streets, yards and the canal.

Hackney Wick is an interesting area
with a large variety of heights and
types of buildings with many different
architectural styles.
We want to retain this by ensuring
the masterplan provides a variety of
different building heights that respond
to their surroundings, especially those
close to the existing retained heritage
buildings. For example we believe
building heights should be consistent
on Wallis Road around Central
Books, so it remains prominent as a
landmark. However, more variation in
height is appropriate in other places
such as around the station or along
the canal edge for example Queens
Yard.

The masterplan introduces some
specific tall buildings in strategic
locations, for example at the end of
key routes. The Local Plan requires
buildings over 20m high to be subject
to stricter guidelines in terms of the
quality of design and location.

Dramatic steps up and down in height are characteristic of the
area

The design of these buildings will
need to demonstrate outstanding
architecture and incorporate highquality materials, finishes and
details. These taller buildings will be
predominantly of brick and masonry
to ensure a sense of robustness
and permanence. There will be an
emphasis on quality, craftmanship
and detail to ensure the buildings
have a timeless quality.
They will also have to enhance the
public realm through well designed
ground floor frontages and clear
uses. There is a need to ensure the
impact of these buildings on wind
and microclimate is reduced and they
do not have a negative effect on the
surrounding area.

Examples of recent developments showing different heights and the relationships between buildings of different heights
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HACKNEY WICK

Our proposals: Character and appearance

Building exteriors
• Should be well-proportioned
• Should have simple roof forms
which don’t distract from heritage
assets
• Should express how the building
is used and who occupies it,
including a clear distinction
between ground floor and upper

levels to show the different
activities inside
• Should have recessed balconies
where possible, to make
passages and smaller yards
feel more spacious and light
and prevent cluttering views of
heritage assets and the canal.

Relationship with the street
• Ground floor workspace should
provide activity on primary routes
• Minimise blank frontages from
bike stores and servicing areas
• Residential and workspace
entrances should be clear and
legible
• The architectural rhythm of upper
floors should be expressed at
ground level (see right)
Hackney Wick has a distinct built
character and appearance. Our
outline planning application will not
deal with detailed design, but will
set out specific design ‘codes’ or
guidance in order to ensure the
character and appearance of new
developments will be of high quality
and enhance the conservation area.
The design codes will include a
range of different areas or themes
for guidance, a few of which are
described here.

Materials and detail
• An emphasis on materials that can
age gracefully over time
• Brick and masonry are proposed
predominantly, but other high
quality and natural materials such
as such as ceramic, glazed brick,
mesh, rusted steel, slate, precast
and exposed aggregate concrete
would be encouraged if they can
be demonstrated to complement
the conservation area context

• The detailing and application
of materials and quality of the
specification are all equally
important
• Special care should be given
to the detailing of windows,
balustrades, balconies and railings
• Opportunities to make building
elements locally and use local
labour will be encouraged where
possible.
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