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MayorÔs foreword
The East London Green Grid aims to create a network of interlinked, high
quality open spaces that connect town centres with public transport nodes,
the Green Belt, the Thames, and major employment and residential areas.
Integrated with areas of urban development, a high quality well maintained
Green Grid will provide new landscapes for East LondonÔs communities. It
will help to promote healthy living and community spirit through access to
recreational and cultural opportunities, while at the same time promoting
biodiversity and acting as a Ógreen lungÔ for East London. Within the Green
Grid there is potential to create a wide variety of landscapes. These might
include a combination of deep green zones where land is given over to
wilderness; areas for sport and more intensive recreation; and quiet escape
areas mixed with agriculture. Developing the Green Grid will also make
East London more resilient in the face of predicted climate change.
© Liane Harris

The East London Green Grid brings strategic co-ordination and promotion
together with local action to deliver and manage new green spaces. This
Supplementary Planning Guidance gives direction on where and how the
Green Grid should develop, and describes how to integrate open space
networks into planning the regeneration of East London. It covers
boroughs in three of LondonÔs sub-regions.
The regeneration of East London makes the Green Grid possible. The same
regeneration means that there is an imperative to plan new parks and open
spaces: to enhance the quality of life for existing residents and create
attractive new neighbourhoods. There are many individual Green Grid
projects already under way and many more being planned. I look forward
to the pace of delivery accelerating in future years.

Ken Livingstone
Mayor of London
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1 Introduction
1.1 East London will be a major focus for regeneration and development over
the coming 20-30 years, accommodating additional new homes and jobs.
For the scale of regeneration to be sustainable and respond to climate
change a real improvement in environmental quality and performance is
required. The aim of the Green Grid is to create a network of interlinked,
multi-functional and high quality open spaces that connect with town
centres, public transport nodes, the countryside in the urban fringe, the
Thames and major employment and residential areas.
1.2 The open space network makes a vital contribution to sustainable
development and the achievement of economic, social and environmental
benefits. Open spaces have a wide range of functions that provide a
green infrastructure. Development and regeneration policies, plans,
proposals and projects will have to plan, locate, design and manage these
functions. The Green Grid sets the sub-regional framework for the
enhancement and integration of the open space network and
complements the Green Arc initiative that aims to improve the access to
and quality of the countryside around London. It draws from the findings
on regional and metropolitan parks in London of the Strategic Parks
Project (May, 2006). It also complements the MayorÔs Supplementary
Planning Guidance (SPG) Providing for children and young peopleÔs play
and informal recreation.
1.3 Policy 3D.8 of the London Plan (Consolidated with Alterations since
2004) (February, 2008) Ï hereafter referred to as 'The London Plan' Ï
promotes the provision of an integrated open space network across
London that performs as a green infrastructure. Sub-regional policies 5C.1
and 5D.1 set the context for this SPG.
Extracts from the London Plan:
Policy 3D.8 Realising the value of open space
...Policies in DPDs should treat the open space network as an integrated
system that provides a Ñgreen infrastructureÒ containing many uses and
performing a wide range of functions, such as the East London Green Grid.
All developments will be expected to incorporate appropriate elements of
open space that make a positive contribution to and is integrated with the
wider network.
Policy 5C.1: Strategic priorities for North East London
In the context of all policies in this plan, the strategic priorities for the
North East London sub-region will be to:
...ensure improvements to the open space and Blue Ribbon Networks, in
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particular the Thames and network of waterways in the Lower Lea/
Stratford area and the Green Arc and Green Grid concepts. Special
attention should be paid to long-term flood risk.
Policy 5D.1: Strategic priorties for South East London
In the context of all policies in this plan, the specific strategic priorities for
the South East London sub-region will be to:
...develop and extend the Green Arc and Green Grid concepts, linking
them closely with the creation of exemplary sustainable communities in
the Thames Gateway.
Glossary: Green Infrastructure
The open environment within urban areas, the urban fringe and the
countryside. It is a network of connected, high quality, multi-functional
open spaces, corridors and the links in between that provide multiple
benefits for people and wildlife.
1.4 Paragraphs 5.63 and 5.103 of the London Plan state that the ÑMayor will
work with partners to produce Supplementary Planning Guidance to
provide further information on the Green Grid Framework. This will
provide the context for open space enhancement in East London,
identifying how boroughs and other stakeholders should shape their
policies and actions to deliver the networkÒ.
1.5 This Green Grid Framework SPG:
¥ provides guidance on the implementation of policies in the London
Plan to boroughs, partners and developers
¥ sets out a vision and spatial framework
¥ promotes cross boundary partnership working across 6 area groups
within the sub-region
¥ provides advice on delivery
¥ identifies the range of functions and benefits
¥ identifies the deficiencies in the provision of public open space and in
access to nature
¥ identifies strategic open space opportunities.
1.6 The SPG provides non-statutory guidance that can be taken into account
as a material planning consideration. It forms the framework in East
London for delivering the governmentÔs Creating Sustainable
Communities: Greening the Gateway strategy for the Thames Gateway
(June, 2006) and the Thames Gateway Parklands. A companion Delivery
Plan identifies priority projects to implement the Green Grid and will be
regularly updated.
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Figure 1 Green Grid Area

©

Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)

1.7 The Green Grid Framework covers the City of London and the London
Boroughs of Barking and Dagenham, Bexley, Greenwich, Hackney,
Havering, Lewisham, Newham, Redbridge, Tower Hamlets and Waltham
Forest. This includes all of the North East, most of the South East and
part of the North sub-regions of the London Plan. The sub-regional
boundaries are intended to be permeable and, as the Green Grid was
formulated in advance of the boundaries and the concept has become
well established, there is no need to change the approach. While Bromley
in the South East sub-region falls outside of the Green Grid area the
borough has been actively involved in the sub-area partnerships. The area
also falls within two ÓGrowth AreasÔ, Thames Gateway and the London to
Stansted corridor, which are priority regeneration areas under the
GovernmentÔs Sustainable Communities Plan. See Figure 1.
1.8 The Green Grid Project Board is a partnership of the Greater London
Authority, London Development Agency, Department for Communities
and Local Government, Natural England, Environment Agency, London
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Thames Gateway Development Corporation, Bexley Regeneration and
Woolwich Regeneration Partnerships. The partnership support and
endorse the Green Grid concept.
1.9 The preparation of the SPG has been informed by a consultantÔs Report of
Studies (LDA Design, 2005), which included consultation with a wide range
of stakeholders. A further round of engagement with stakeholder forums
were held in October 2005 to get feedback on the Report of Studies.
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2 Making the Green Grid happen
2.1 The delivery of the East London Green Grid vision is a complex and
challenging task. It will be a long-term and evolutionary process requiring
strong political support at all levels, national, regional and local. It is key
that the Implementation Points and strategic opportunities set out in this
SPG be delivered through the planning and development process. This
can best be achieved through the adoption of appropriate policies by
boroughs in their Local Development Frameworks (LDFs).
2.2 In parallel, the Green Grid will also be delivered through bespoke strategic
projects. It is crucial for both of these delivery mechanisms that adequate
funding for capital projects and for high-quality management and
maintenance in perpetuity be secured. To address these issues, this
section discusses the delivery of the Green Grid and outlines some of the
mechanisms and options currently available.
Integration of the Green Grid into planning
2.3 The concept of the Green Grid should be explicitly defined and embedded
in Local Development Documents, Area Action Plans, Opportunity Area
Frameworks, Community Strategies, Open Space Strategies, London
Thames Gateway UDCÔs Spatial Strategy and Policies, Regeneration
Framework Initiatives, masterplans, development proposals and projects.
Additionally, subject to boroughs agreement, Joint Development Plan
Documents (DPDs) or Area Action Plans (AAPs) could be produced for
each Green Grid Area by the partnerships.
SPG Implementation Point 1: Integrating the Green Grid
The Mayor will and boroughs, the LDA, TfL and other partners should
incorporate the SPG Implementation Points into planning and open space
policies, plans, proposals and projects.
Development and regeneration activity should plan, locate and design
new and improved open space and manage the Green Grid as an open
space network that is integrated into proposals.
Organisation of Green Grid structures
2.4 Strong and open working relationships with many partners will be key to
delivering the Green Grid. These will include, among others, the
Department for Communities and Local Government, Department of
Environment Food and Rural Affairs, Department for Culture, Media and
Sport, Department of Trade and Industry, Environment Agency, English
Partnerships, Land Restoration Trust, Natural England, English Heritage,
Sport England, Forestry Commission, Greater London Authority, London
Development Agency, Transport for London, Thames Gateway London
Partnership, London Thames Gateway Development Corporation and
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Regeneration Partnerships, Olympic Delivery Authority, Groundwork
London, Green Arc Partnership, London Parks and Green Spaces Forum
other open space managers and crucially the London boroughs and City
of London. These partners should work with the delivery organisations
already present, including RSPB, Lee Valley Regional Park Authority,
Thames Chase, London Wildlife Trust, Woodland Trust and Groundwork.
2.5 East London is divided into 6 Green Grid Areas to promote cross boundary
partnership working. Section 10 provides a brief description of each area
and highlights the strategic open space opportunities. Area steering
groups are already up and running and bring together the boroughs and
other partners to implement the Green Grid within the context of this
SPG, through developing objectives and identifying projects that form
Green Grid Area Frameworks.
2.6 The Green Grid Project Board can facilitate the work of these Area
groups, ensuring the synergy of projects, identifying partnership linkages
for site specific projects, and assisting with identifying potential funding
sources.
2.7 In the longer term a dedicated delivery organisation providing services
similar to the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority or the South East
London Green Chain could be established.
SPG Implementation Point 2: Green Grid Area Partnership Working
The six Area Partnerships should prepare Green Grid Area Frameworks
that identify objectives and projects, taking into account cross boundary
integration and promoting strategic opportunities for improving the
provision, quality, functions, linkages and management of the open
space network.
Identification and delivery of strategic and local projects
2.8 In conjunction with delivery through new development a range of standalone or Green Grid Area based strategic projects will also be required.
Projects brought forward for Green Grid funding that focus on delivering
benefits at the strategic scale should be promoted. A companion Delivery
Plan to this SPG brings together the first phase of Green Grid projects in
each Green Grid Area.
2.9 Project proposals should identify the benefits in submissions to funding
bodies for support. This should include an assessment of how the project
is consistent with the Green Grid vision and the Implementation Points set
out in this SPG.
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SPG Implementation Point 3: Delivery Plan
The Mayor will work with partners to prepare a Delivery Plan that
identifies and develops key Green Grid projects for investment, collated
from the Green Grid Area Frameworks. The Plan will identify a phased
delivery programme and will be updated every two years.
Securing revenue funding to create and maintain the Green Grid
in perpetuity
2.10 As with all development and regeneration activities, revenue funding is
often the most crucial and difficult aspect to secure. There is evidence
that a local authority with a robust Open Space Strategy is more
successful in attracting external funding and has better managed parks.
For example, the Big Lottery Fund requires one as a prerequisite.
Embedding the Green Grid into plans and strategies will support funding
applications and give confidence to funding bodies on the strategic
nature of the proposed projects.
2.11 It is important that long-term revenue funding be secured at the outset
of any project. Once established the network will need to be managed
and maintained to a high standard so that it is perceived to be clean,
green, safe and therefore, usable and valued. If the management and
maintenance requirements cannot be adequately funded in perpetuity,
then the projectÔs high-quality objectives may not be achieved. There is
also scope for revenue avenues to include those who benefit from the
green infrastructure investment, by contributing to the long-term
maintenance. The inclusion of the Green Grid as a material planning
consideration in the Local Development Documents will mean that
planning applications and s106 negotiations can be considered with
respect to the creation, improvement and management of the Green Grid.
SPG Implementation Point 4: Creation, Improvement and
Management
Development and regeneration proposals should demonstrate that
adequate long term funding is provided for the creation, improvement
and management of the Green Grid to maintain high quality and to
achieve the associated benefits.
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3 Green Grid vision
3.1 The Green Grid promotes the creation of a network of high quality and
multi-functional open spaces, maximising opportunities for improving
quality of life. The network includes open spaces, corridors and the links in
between, of varying size and character. It includes the full range of
different types of open space, including both publicly accessible and private
land, such as parks, allotments, commons, woodlands, natural habitats,
recreation grounds, playing fields, agricultural land, burial grounds, amenity
space and childrenÔs play areas. The linkages can be the wider public realm,
corridors along transport routes, footpaths and cycleways.
3.2 The Green Grid will provide access to open space, routes for walking and
cycling, nature conservation, opportunities for informal and formal
recreation, healthy exercise, environmental education, flood risk
management, adapting to and mitigating climate change, grey water
treatment, improving urban micro-climates, moderating the impacts of heat,
noise and air pollution, and improving landscape and townscape quality.
3.3 The Green Grid will also provide the context for development, building
community capacity for change through positive environmental
improvements, enhancing land values, and changing the perception of East
London as an area of industrial decline and low-quality environments. A
wide range of expertise and stakeholders should be included throughout
the development process including planning, urban design, landscape,
ecology, environment, conservation and civil engineering.
3.4 The strategic open space network is shown in Figure 2, which provides
the key elements of the strategic Green Grid framework, within which
more detailed work at the area and local level can be prepared.
SPG Implementation Point 5: Green Grid Vision
The Mayor will and boroughs and other partners should adopt the Green
Grid Vision set out below and incorporate it into policies, plans, projects
and proposals.
The Green Grid Vision:
A network of open spaces, river and other corridors connecting urban
areas to the river Thames, the Green Belt and beyond to provide
attractive, diverse landscapes and green infrastructure managed to the
highest standards for people and wildlife.
Development and regeneration proposals will be expected to incorporate
elements that positively contribute to the Green Grid through:
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¥ providing new and/or enhancing existing public open spaces, reducing
areas of deficiency
¥ providing public access along watercourse and green areas, linking to
the wider path and cycle route network
¥ providing a range of formal and informal recreational uses and
landscapes, promoting healthy living
¥ providing new and/or enhancing existing wildlife sites, reducing areas
of deficiency
¥ managing water collection, cleansing and flood risk with multifunctional spaces
¥ mitigating and adapting to the impacts of climate change.
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Figure 2 Green Grid Strategic Framework

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)
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4 Benefits of the Green Grid
4.1 The London Plan recognises the value and benefits of open spaces to
local communities and the contribution they make to the attractiveness
of London as a place to live, work and visit. The Green Grid contributes
positively to a wide range of economic, social and environmental issues.
A good quality open space network will contribute to creating
sustainable communities in East London by providing environmental
benefits that underpin social benefits, such as improving physical and
mental wellbeing, and economic benefits, such as enhancing property
values, encouraging business retention and inward investment. The key
benefits of a high quality, multi-functional network of open spaces are
summarised in Figure 3.
Figure 3 Benefits of Green Grid
Economic
¥ can attract commercial investment, employees, customers and services
¥ direct link to increases in residential and commercial property values and business
trading
¥ potentially reduces the economic losses associated with treating health related
problems
Social
¥ provides access to a range of different open space types
¥ can provide public access across infrastructure barriers and open up areas for
movement and recreational use
¥ encouraging pedestrian and cycle route use reduces levels of local traffic
¥ can host social, cultural and recreational activities, foster cultural identity and
character and community cohesion
¥ help foster a reduction in local crime and anti-social behaviour through the
maintenance of good quality, well illuminated and well used open spaces
¥ provides physical and mental health benefits, including opportunities for outdoor
physical exercise, stress reduction, relaxation, clean air, shading and shelter
¥ urban wildlife habitats in close proximity to local communities, including education
opportunities through contact with nature
Environmental
¥ improvement in air quality and moderating high temperatures within an established
parkland area, compared to that of the surrounding urban area
¥ increasing biodiversity value through the appropriate design and maintenance of sites
¥ enhancement of ecological connectivity along and between rivers, tributaries green
corridors and fragmented habitats
¥ improvement of flood risk management through enhanced storage capacity and
greater permeability in the public realm
¥ reduces the potential consequences of fluvial, tidal and surface drainage flood waters
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SPG Implementation Point 6: Achieving Green Grid Benefits
Development and regeneration proposals should maximise the economic,
social and environmental benefits, as appropriate, provided by the Green
Grid ensuring that they:
¥ are designed to link open space elements into a wider network that
functions as a whole, crossing administrative boundaries and
connecting urban, suburban, rural areas and waterways;
¥ address deficiencies in access to public open space and nature;
¥ design, locate and manage open spaces to perform a wide range of
functions;
¥ engage and incorporate a wide range of diverse disciplines and
expertise throughout the process, including planning, urban design,
landscape, ecology, environment, conservation and civil engineering.
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5 Climate change and flood risk
5.1 East London faces some serious challenges due to the combined effects
of climate change and the relative rise of sea levels. Through the effects
of climate change, it is predicted that there will be longer, drier, hotter
summers and shorter, warmer, wetter winters with increased incidences of
high intensity storms, which will result in high volumes of storm-water
runoff, particularly in urban areas.
5.2 Climate change will increase the probability of flooding from tidal, fluvial,
groundwater, surface and sewer sources. The Mayor is working with the
Environment Agency on a regional flood risk assessment. The indicative
tidal and fluvial flood plains along the Thames and tributary rivers are
shown in Figure 4.
Figure 4 Indicative flood plains

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)
Note

These areas are currently protected from this level of risk.

5.3 Preliminary results from the Environment Agency (Thames Estuary 2100
project) predict that average high tide levels along the Thames and its
tributaries will rise between 0.6 and 1.2 metres over the next 50-100
years, which will compound increased urban run-off. The Environment
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AgencyÔs high-level options to reduce risk of flood are expected to be
available for public consultation in 2007 and a draft plan is due in 2008.
Creative solutions will need to be incorporated into the design of new
development and the Green Grid to address these problems, including
flood risk management, flood resilience design measures, sustainable
drainage systems, water containment and increasing the permeability of
the public realm.
5.4 All urban areas generate an urban heat island effect, where buildings and
man-made surfaces absorb more solar energy than green open space and
radiate this energy as heat. The Urban Heat Island (UHI) describes the
increased temperature of urban areas compared to rural surroundings. The
UHI is further intensified by the loss of cooling provided by open spaces
and man made heat contributions (from transport, heating / cooling /
electrical devices etc). London has a well defined UHI, where the centre
of the city can be up to 7¡C warmer than the green belt. In London, the
UHI reaches its peak in the early hours of the morning (3-4am). The UHI
keeps London warmer in winter - this can be seen in how spring occurs
earlier in London and snow settles less. Green open space can play an
important role in offsetting the UHI effect through evaporative cooling
and seasonal shading.
SPG Implementation Point 7: Climate Change and Flood Risk
Development and regeneration proposals in areas of flood risk should
integrate the following Green Grid elements into the design of schemes:
¥ flood risk management solutions, including flood resilience, that
incorporates appropriate biodiversity, access and movement and
healthy living improvements
¥ new development should be set back from a river
¥ waterways enhancements by restoring heavily engineered and
straightened canalised water courses to natural profiles and, where
appropriate, with wetland and marshland habitats
¥ reduction of storm water run-off and pressure on storm water sewers
through use of permeable surfacing and other sustainable drainage
systems within the public realm
¥ incorporate sustainable drainage systems, such as swales and retention
ponds, within existing urban drainage systems
¥ sustainable management of water resources through rainwater
harvesting and grey water recycling
¥ incorporate substrate based green roofs designed for biodiversity
¥ provide green open space and deciduous street trees to help reduce
the Urban Heat Island effect.

Supplementary Planning Guidance East London Green Grid Framework

Mayor of London 23

6 Public open space
6.1 Public open space has been identified and categorised using the London
Plan Public Open Space Hierarchy (Figure 5) according to the type of
park, approximate size and indicative catchment area. Each park provides
for its particular catchment area, but also provides the functions of open
space for the smaller park categories below it. For example, a District Park
also performs the function of a Local Park for people living in the 400m
catchment area.
Figure 5 LondonÕs public open space hierarchy
Open space categorisation

Size
guideline

Distances
from
homes

Regional Parks

400 ha

3.2 to 8 km

60 ha

3.2 km

20 ha

1.2 km

2 ha

400 metres

Under 2 ha

Less than
400 metres

Under 0.4ha

Less than
400 metres

Variable

Wherever
feasible

Large areas, corridors or networks of open space, the majority of which will be publicly
accessible and provide a range of facilities and features offering recreational, ecological,
landscape, cultural or green infrastructure beneÝts. Offer a combination of facilities and
features that are unique within London, are readily accessible by public transport and are
managed to meet best practice quality standards.
Metropolitan Parks
Large areas of open space that provide a similar range of beneÝts to Regional Parks and offer
a combination of facilities and features at the sub-regional level, are readily accessible by
public transport and are managed to meet best practice quality standards.
District Parks
Large areas of open space that provide a landscape setting with a variety of natural features
providing for a wide range of activities, including outdoor sports facilities and playing Ýelds,
childrenÔs play for different age groups, and informal recreation pursuits.
Local Parks and Open Spaces
Providing for court games, childrenÔs play, sitting-out areas, nature conservation areas.
Small Open Spaces
Gardens, sitting-out areas, childrenÔs play spaces or other areas of a specialist nature,
including nature conservation areas.
Pocket Parks
Small areas of open space that provide natural surfaces and shaded areas for informal play
and passive recreation that sometimes have seating and play equipment.
Linear Open Spaces
Open spaces and towpaths alongside the Thames, canals and other waterways; paths; disused
railways; nature conservation areas; and other routes which provide opportunities for informal
recreation. Often characterised by features or attractive areas which are not fully accessible to
the public but contribute to the enjoyment of the space.
Source

London Plan, February 2008
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6.2 Approximately 22 per cent of East London is deficient in Regional Parks.
The north of the River Thames is relatively well served by Regional Parks
apart from LB Havering, but there is no Regional Park south of the
Thames and the river is a major barrier to access. Figure 6 identifies these
deficiency areas and also illustrates the opportunities for redressing them.
The opportunities for Regional Parks are based around the London
Riverside Conservation Park and the South East London Green Chain.
6.3 East London is better served by Metropolitan Parks and only
approximately 11 per cent of urban land is deficient in parks of 60ha or
more within 3.2km. Figure 7 identifies these deficiency areas and also
illustrates the opportunities for redressing them. The Metropolitan Park
opportunities are located at the southern end of the Roding Valley, the
Olympic legacy and improving the links between existing District Parks.
Figure 6 Regional Parks

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)
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Figure 7 Metropolitan Parks

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)
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Figure 8 District Park indicative deficiency areas

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)
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Figure 9 Local Park indicative deficiency areas

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)
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6.4 Approximately 26 per cent of urban land in East London is deficient in
access to a District Park larger than 20ha within a walking distance of
1.2km (Figure 8).
6.5 Approximately 30 per cent of urban land within East London does not
have access to a Local Park of more than 2ha within 400m from home
(Figure 9). This is a relatively high level of deficiency.
6.6 East London has deficiencies in all the park categories identified in the
London Plan. This shortfall creates a gap in LondonÔs spatial character and
wider open space network. Reducing these areas of deficiency can be
achieved through focusing Green Grid efforts to provide new open space
and linkages, including: expansion of an existing park; improving the
quality, facilities and accessibility of a park; improving the linkages
between parks; and the provision of new parks.
SPG Implementation Point 8: Public Open Space
The Mayor will work with the Green Grid Area Partnerships to develop the
Regional Park opportunities based around the London Riverside
Conservation Park and South East London Green Chain.
In their LDFs boroughs should identify the public open space deficiency
areas and include policies to improve the quantity and quality of public
open space provision.
Development and regeneration proposals within areas of deficiency for
public open space should contribute to reducing the identified
deficiencies.
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7 Access and connectivity
7.1 There are a number of promoted long distance paths that provide routes
for walking and cycling. The London Loop, Thames Path, Jubilee Walk,
Lee Valley Walk, Capital Ring and the South East London Green Chain
provide strategic links with the Thames, its tributaries and the countryside
around London. These link with a network of promoted routes including
the Forest Centenary Walk, Shuttle Riverway, Cray Riverway, Roding
Valley, Vanguard Way and Regents Canal. Two routes that form part of the
National Cycle Network are located in the sub-region. Route 1 runs along
the Lea Valley to the Greenwich Foot Tunnel, then on to the south bank
of the Thames, to the Bexley/Kent border. Route 13 runs along the north
bank of the Thames from Tower Bridge to the Havering/Thurrock border.
7.2 This network could be improved and enhanced both by implementing new
routes and improving local routes to better connect to the wider network
and to address barriers to access.
SPG Implementation Point 9: Access and Connectivity
In their LDFs and Transport Local Implementation Plans boroughs should
identify opportunities to improve the strategic path network, including
new routes, such as the Waterlink Way and the Beam & Rom, and
extensions to the Thames Path and the Roding Way, and include policies
to improve and create local linkages, ensuring that they:
¥ are clearly signposted, provide safe and attractive continuous routes,
connecting with existing and proposed communities and public
transport nodes
¥ have no adverse impact on wildlife habitat
¥ provide for horses where there is an existing or projected need
¥ implement key river crossings where they support strategic
requirements, particularly connecting banks of the River Thames and
its tributaries.
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8 Biodiversity
8.1 To aid in the provision of access to nature, the GLA has identified Areas of
Deficiency in access to nature, following the procedures of Appendix 1 of
the MayorÔs Biodiversity Strategy. These areas are further than one
kilometre actual walking distance from access points to wildlife sites that
provide a significant experience of nature. They are defined within the
built-up areas of London only, i.e. generally not in the Green Belt or
Metropolitan Open Land, and are shown in Figure 10.
8.2 The Areas of Deficiency can be reduced in the following ways;
¥ improving the natural value of an accessible site, or creating new open
space, to provide significant experience of nature
¥ creating new access points to a site providing a significant experience
of nature, or opening up access to a previously restricted site
¥ improving the walking access through areas surrounding a site,
extending the catchment area.
8.3 Habitat creation and enhancement should be guided by local Biodiversity
Action Plans, the Right Place Right Tree principles in the London Tree and
Woodland Framework (March, 2005) and be appropriate to the ecological
and landscape zones shown in Figure 11 and explained in Annex 2.
Figure 10 Wildlife sites and areas of deficiency in access to nature,
March 2006
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Figure 11 Main ecological and landscape zones

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)

SPG Implementation Point 10: Biodiversity
In their LDFs boroughs should identify the areas of deficiency in access to
nature and indicate how they are to be redressed.
Development and regeneration proposals should maximise the
opportunities for habitat enhancement, restoration and re-creation
ensuring that they:
¥ contribute to reducing the identified deficiency areas in access to
nature
¥ contribute to establishing a connected system of habitats
¥ are guided by local Biodiversity Action Plan priorities and are
appropriate to the ecological and landscape zone
¥ connect people with LondonÔs nature and balance nature conservation
with access, archaeology and cultural heritage
¥ contribute to providing ecosystem services, for example
flood management.
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9 Health and physical activity
9.1 The Green Grid provides potential opportunities for healthy exercise and
physical activity, either through formal or informal outdoor recreational
activities. A matrix that matches the features and functions of green
infrastructure and the possible interventions to address health issues, such
as physical exercise and stress reduction has been developed by the
Greening the Gateway PartnershipÔs sub-group on Green Infrastructure and
Health (see Annex 3). The MayorÔs Health Issues Best Practice Guidance
(June, 2007) provides more detail and signposts relevant references.
9.2 Where open space is of poor quality the potential benefits may not be
realised as it is unlikely to be fully used. For example, if a park is poorly
maintained and subject to vandalism the perception of lack of safety and
fear of crime could increase anxiety and stress.
9.3 Where people do not have access to open space they do not have the
opportunity to experience the potential health benefits provided by
open space.
SPG Implementation Point 11: Health and Physical Activity
In their LDFs boroughs should have regard to the interactions between
health and the open space network and maximise opportunities to:
¥ enhance formal and informal outdoor recreational uses
¥ promote a range of outdoor sport and recreational pursuits
¥ include safe and attractive facilities, including shelter, drinking water,
toilets, first aid, telephones and ranger facilities at regular intervals
¥ where appropriate incorporate non-intrusive, directional lighting, that
causes no disruption to wildlife or people, to provide safe, usable
open spaces
¥ incorporate features and facilities that provide physical and mental
health benefits.
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10 Cultural heritage
10.1 Landscapes and heritage assets play a role in creating the basis for
individual and collective cultural identity. Parts of East London are also
rich in industrial and maritime heritage. Heritage and visitor attractions in
East London include cultural buildings, visitor centres, museums,
archaeological sites, docks and marinas, city farms, fishing lakes, country
parks and nature reserves as illustrated in Figure 12. Although Greenwich
is designated as a World Heritage Site, many of the other features are
only known locally and are not readily accessible. The London Riverside
Conservation Park, incorporating the marshes to the north and south of
the Thames, has the potential to become a major destination in London.
Figure 12 Visitor attractions in East London

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)

SPG Implementation Point 12: Cultural Heritage
In their LDFs boroughs should protect and enhance heritage features,
respecting landscape character and improving outdoor recreational use.
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11 Green Grid areas
11.1 The six Green Grid Areas provide the basic framework from which Green
Grid development and enhancement projects can be delivered. The Green
Grid Areas below are illustrated in Figure 13 and the areas that overlap are
shaded with both colours.
1 Lee Valley
2 a) Epping Forest
b) Roding Valley
3 a) Fairlop
b) Beam / Ingrebourne
4 London Riverside
5 Bexley, River Cray and Southern Marshes
6 South East London Green Chain +
11.2 This section briefly describes the Green Grid Areas and highlights the
strategic open space opportunities that should be used to inform the
implementation of the Green Grid, such as through development
planning, master planning, borough Open Space Strategies and projects.
11.3 The Implementation Points set out in this SPG set the context for
developing objectives and more detailed projects and proposals within the
Green Grid Areas and form the basis for developing the Green Grid Area
Frameworks and the sub-regional Delivery Plan. For example, the aims of
improving access to public open space and nature through reducing the
deficiency areas are applied to all the six areas.
11.4 The key for the Green Grid Area maps within this section of the SPG is
shown in Figure 14.
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Figure 13 Green Grid Areas
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Figure 14 Green Grid Area Map Key
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1 Lee Valley
11.5 Figure 15 illustrates the strategic components of the Green Grid in the
Lee Valley. The Green Grid Area includes the boroughs of Hackney,
Newham, Tower Hamlets and Waltham Forest. The Mayor has produced an
Opportunity Area Planning Framework for the Lower Lea Valley that
provides strategic planning guidance to establish the Green Grid as part of
new development proposals.
11.6 The 37km long Lee Valley Regional Park was formed in 1966 and extends
from Tower Hamlets and Newham to Ware in Hertfordshire. Within the
M25, the park provides a green corridor with a number of large reservoirs
through north London. Hackney Marsh, in the southern part of the Green
Grid Area, is a vast, flat open space with mainly amenity grass fringed
with trees. From Hackney Marsh to the River Thames the River Lee splits
into a number of separate channels which are all canalised and diverge at
Bow Locks and is largely inaccessible to the south of Bow Creek.
11.7 The Victoria Park/Mile End Park Link forms a continuous green space
corridor from Limehouse Basin adjacent to the River Thames, to the Lee
Navigation canal and the Lee Valley Regional Park. Linear canals are a
dominant feature of this open space Link.
11.8 The Northern Outfall Sewer Link functions as a Greenway, comprising
a raised cycleway built on top of the Northern Outfall Sewer. It is
currently the only east-west link north of the river in East London. The
route is suitable both as a destination route linking with two major
employment areas, and as a leisure route. At present part of the
Greenway is in need of refurbishment.
11.9 The Highams Park Link comprises a small tributary passing through
residential areas of Highams Park. There is no formalised right of way
along its length.
11.10 The Clissold Park Link forms part of the Capital Ring strategic path,
linking the park, nature reserve, open space, the monuments and chapel
of Abney Park and through streets to the Lee Valley.
11.11 Strategic open space opportunities:
¥ to provide at least 240-250ha of new and improved public open space
as a major new park through the Lower Lea Valley to the Thames,
which includes the Olympic Legacy proposals
¥ to complete the strategic north/south recreational route through the
valley to the Thames
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¥ to create new access routes across infrastructure barriers, including
waterways, railways and major roads
¥ to improve the ecological value of watercourses and water bodies,
especially the heavily engineered flood protection channels
¥ to improve the value and connectivity of habitats, optimising
appropriate access
¥ to refurbish and enhance the Northern Outfall Sewer Link and connect
it with the Thames Gateway Bridge proposals
¥ to improve the heritage and community value and use of the Clissold
Park Link.
Figure 15 Lee Valley Green Grid Area

© Crown copyright. All rights
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2 Epping Forest / Roding Valley
11.12 Figure 16 illustrates the strategic components of the Green Grid in the
Epping Forest / Roding Valley. The Green Grid Area includes the boroughs
of Barking and Dagenham, Newham, Redbridge and Waltham Forest.
11.13 Epping Forest has a natural character and is mainly wooded, with areas of
ancient woodland, heath, rough grass and scattered ponds. The Forest has
pockets of quietness and generally has a peaceful character. Centenary
Walk is well established and runs the length of the Forest from Manor
Park in the south to the countryside around London.
11.14 The Roding Valley is dominated by road and utilities infrastructure and
contains areas of degraded open spaces. Amenity grass is the dominant
land cover and there is relatively little tree cover. The waterways have
largely been canalised and straightened and in many places is no more
than a concrete drain. The River Roding forms a confluence with the River
Thames at Barking Creek. The area surrounding it is characterised by
extensive sites of previously developed land, most of which does not
contain accessible green space. The Roding Way exists in sections but is
incomplete.
11.15 The Redbridge link comprises of Valentine Park, Seven Kings Park,
Claybury, Fairlop, Hainault Forest Country Park through to LB Havering.
Between these open spaces the route would pass along quiet roads, which
should have opportunities to become ÓGreen RoutesÔ with avenues and
cycle lanes.
11.16 The Beckton Park Link comprises Beckton District Park, Newham City
Farm and New Beckton Park. Currently there is no clear connection
between Beckton District Park and the Greenway on the Northern Outfall
Sewer, and no clear link between New Beckton Park and the Thames
riverside. The existing character of this area is predominantly naturalistic
parkland with native tree and scrub planting.
11.17 Strategic open space opportunities:
¥ to restore the River Roding and its tributaries with natural river banks
replacing the existing engineered concrete channels, incorporating
flood storage and alleviating urban run-off
¥ to create a Metropolitan Park from Ilford to the Thames (including
Cross River Park), linking the River Roding from Ilford to the Beckton
Park Link, the proposed Thames Gateway Bridge and on to the south
side of the river, maximising pedestrian and cycle connectivity and
improving ecological value
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¥ to improve the linkages between Mayesbrook Park and Goodmayes
Park & Recreation Ground in order to address the Metropolitan Park
deficiency
¥ to recreate natural habitats around Barking Creek to establish wetland
habitats such as grazing marsh, reed beds, ponds and wet woodland,
increasing accessibility with potential for productive uses
¥ to create a link between the Roding Valley, Claybury, Fairlop, Hainault
Forest Country Park and Havering along the Redbridge Link
¥ to improve access to and awareness of rivers particularly in the lower
part of the Green Grid Area without detriment to flood risk
management and biodiversity
¥ to maintain the navigability of the lower Roding for commercial and
leisure use.
Figure 16 Epping Forest / Roding Valley Green Grid Area

© Crown copyright. All rights
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3 Fairlop / Beam / Ingrebourne
11.18 Figure 17 illustrates the strategic components of the Green Grid in the
Fairlop / Beam / Ingrebourne area. The Green Grid Area includes the
boroughs of Barking and Dagenham, Redbridge and Havering.
11.19 The land north of the A118 is mainly flat arable land, with large open
fields, such as Fairlop Plain. The Plain also contains country parks and
areas of gravel extraction and landfill.
11.20 Thames Chase Community Forest covers part of the area. The Beam River
valley is predominantly flat, open flood plain with sparse tree cover,
although there are pockets of woodland and scattered trees in the parks.
Lack of access to the watercourses is a key issue.
11.21 The Ingrebourne valley is a gently sloping landscape at the eastern edge
of Hornchurch and Romford with a predominantly rural/urban fringe
character. Access along the edge of the Ingrebourne River is good, with
the London Loop long distance footpath running almost along its full
course. North of Upminster, the Ingrebourne has steeper valley sides and
land use consists mainly of pasture and arable fields. The land is relatively
unspoilt, unlike the lower river valley which has been affected by gravel
extraction and landfill.
11.22 The Ravensbourne River Link follows the Ravensbourne River through
the residential area of Emerson Park north of Hornchurch, past
Hornchurch Sport Centre and through Harrow Lodge Park. There is
currently no public access to the river where it runs through the
residential area.
11.23 Strategic open space opportunities:
¥ to improve the access to and the landscape quality of Fairlop Plain as
part of the Redbridge Link
¥ to improve and protect the landscape value of the Ingrebourne valley,
providing for informal recreation, reinforcing woodland planting,
conserving and re-creating habitats
¥ to create an accessible open space network through the Dagenham
corridor, linking Hainault and Fairlop with the Thames, providing long
distance paths and strengthening east-west connections
¥ to create a mosaic of open spaces and woodland in Thames Chase,
including for biomass, orchards for food production, allotments, wet
woodlands and screening
¥ to restore previous mineral extractions and landfill sites with an
accessible landscape structure of woods and hedgerows
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¥ to naturalise river corridors, creating new habitats and flood water
storage space
¥ to open up the culverted sections of the Goresbrook restoring
naturalised river banks and floodplains, providing access along the
Goresbrook Link from Parsloes Park through Goresbrook Park and the
Barking Riverside development site to the Thames.
Figure 17 Fairlop / Beam / Ingrebourne Green Grid Area

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Greater London Authority 100032379 (2008)
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4 London Riverside
11.24 Figure 18 illustrates the strategic components of the Green Grid in
London Riverside. The Green Grid Area includes the boroughs of Barking
and Dagenham, Havering and Newham.
11.25 Land cover in the western part of the Green Grid Area is mainly amenity
grass and rough grass with lakes providing the main features of interest.
To the south of the A13(T) the area is dominated by industrial areas on
the River Thames floodplain.
11.26 The Rainham, Wennington and Aveley Marshes at the eastern end of the
Green Grid Area are flat grazing marshes of rank grassland and relatively
dry reedbeeds, intersected by a network of ditches and provide an
important bird habitat. The London Riverside Conservation Park on these
marshes will include the restoration of Rainham landfill site. The park is of
regional importance and is being created by a number of partners
including the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. However, there are
existing barriers that limit access to the park.
11.27 The London Riverside Link includes the Barking Reach development
site and the Dagenham Docks Industrial Estate. A number of ditches and
small water courses run through the area which provide an important
habitat for water voles, birds and vegetation.
11.28 The Goresbrook Link follows the Goresbrook River from Parsloes Park in
Barking and Dagenham, through Goresbrook Park, the industrial and
commercial development between the A13 and the railway line, and along
the eastern boundary of the Barking Reach development site before
reaching the River Thames. There are only two sections of this link where
there is public access to the river: Goresbrook Park and the southern end
of the link adjacent to the River Thames and Horse Shoe Corner.
11.29 Strategic open space opportunities:
¥ to create the London Riverside Conservation Park as an exemplar
sustainable regional park for the 21st century
¥ to create a Metropolitan Park from Ilford to the Thames (including
Cross River Park), linking the River Roding from Ilford to the Beckton
Park Link, the proposed Thames Gateway Bridge and on to the south
side of the river, maximising pedestrian and cycle connectivity and
improving ecological value
¥ to reopen the culverted Rainham Creek where it meets the Thames and
to improve landscape, accessibility and wildlife value of the river corridor
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¥ to create a linked network of accessible open spaces with a strong
wetland character, along the London Riverside Link
¥ to open up the culverted sections of the Goresbrook restoring
naturalised river banks and floodplains, providing access along the
Goresbrook Link from Parsloes Park through Goresbrook Park and the
Barking Riverside development site to the Thames
¥ to improve the London Loop long distance footpath linking Rainham
village and the Thames and integrating other foot and cycle routes and
destination points within the Green Grid Area
¥ to enhance access and connectivity across major east-west
infrastructure corridors, including the A1306, A13 and railway lines.
Figure 18 London Riverside Green Grid Area
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5 Bexley, River Cray and Southern Marshes
11.30 Figure 19 illustrates the strategic components of the Green Grid in the
Bexley, River Cray and Southern Marshes area. The Green Grid Area covers
the boroughs of Bexley.
11.31 The Crayford and Dartford Marshes are divided by the River Darent, which
is characterised by embankments on either side. The semi-fresh water
grazing marshes are drained by a network of ditches and grazed by cattle.
The marshes are very open and exposed and can feel quite desolate. The
problem of neglect and fly tipping adds to the sense of insecurity. The
Managing the Marshes strategy, led by LB Bexley, aims to improve the
accessibility and management of the marshes.
11.32 In the lower part of the Green Grid Area, between the A206 and A2 at
Crayford, the River Cray is dominated by industrial and commercial
development. Between the A2 and A20 the valley becomes steep-sided
and is characterised by extensive woodland, grazed water meadow, horse
paddock, and arable fields.
11.33 The London Loop path follows the River Cray and provides good
pedestrian access through the Green Grid Area. However, a number of
roads and railway lines cross the area and form significant barriers.
11.34 The Thamesmead Link connects the Thames riverfront and the Green
Chain and includes Erith Marshes, Lesnes Abbey Woods and Southmere
Park. The lower part of the link is characterised by canals, lakes and
wetland habitats. A green route connects Lesnes Abbey Wood with
Southmere Park, and the path continues along the Thamesmead canal
system and through the housing estate to the river. Erith Marshes are
made up of Crossness Nature Reserve, which can be accessed from the
Thames Path, and Crossness Southern Marsh, which is surrounded by
housing and employment areas.
11.35 The River Shuttle Link runs from Avery Hill Park within the South-East
London Green Chain to Hall Place. It links a number of open spaces of
various types including small local parks, school playing fields, a golf
course, a number of narrow linear spaces between back gardens,
woodland and allotment gardens. The Shuttle Riverway footpath follows
most of the river course and links the open spaces together.
11.36 Strategic open space opportunities:
¥ to conserve and improve the environmental and ecological value of
Erith,Crayford and Dartford marshes and improve public access
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¥ to conserve and enhance the rural character and intimate scale of the
landscape between the A2 and A20, exploring opportunities to
increase the flood storage capacity of the local floodplain
¥ to enhance the River Cray corridor and improve access between the
A206 and A2 to create a high quality, accessible urban riverside
environment
¥ to provide high quality open space links with the South East London
Green Chain and improve other linkages within the area
¥ to enhance the river character and recreational use of the River Shuttle
Link, improving public access
¥ to promote the educational value of the River Shuttle emphasising
appropriate conservation management.
Figure 19 Bexley, River Cray and Southern Marshes Green Grid Area
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6 South East London Green Chain +
11.37 Figure 20 illustrates the strategic components of the Green Grid in the
South East London Green Chain + area. The Green Grid Area includes the
boroughs of Bexley, Greenwich and Lewisham.
11.38 The South-East London Green Chain, a long established partnership
between the London Boroughs of Bexley, Bromley, Greenwich and
Lewisham, is an extensive and reasonably well connected network of
parks and open spaces. The character of the Green Chain is very varied
and includes ancient and semi-natural woodland, historic parkland, heath,
horse paddocks, playing fields, cemeteries, and allotment gardens. Most
of the open spaces have an urban character, with mown grass and views
to surrounding suburban housing. Some spaces, however, retain a rural
character, such as the horse paddocks around Eltham Palace. The spaces
are generally difficult to access from the edges.
11.39 The Ravensbourne and Pool Rivers (the Waterlink Way) consist of narrow
open space links with a strong urban character that are tightly developed
on both sides of the water courses. Most of the open spaces in this
western part of the Green Grid Area are amenity spaces and contain
sports pitches or linear parks of mediocre quality. The railway line running
south from Lewisham runs along the Ravensbourne and crosses the river
several times, restricting access to the adjacent open spaces.
11.40 The Greenwich to Eltham Link runs from Greenwich Park and
Blackheath to Eltham Palace through a number of sports and recreation
grounds and Sutcliffe Park. Currently there is no designated footpath
linking these spaces.
11.41 The Kidbrook Link provides a short link between the Greenwich to
Eltham Link and the Green Chain. The spaces within this link generally
have a low quality vegetation structure. The Kid Brook has been
culverted along most of its course through the residential area of
Kidbrook and there is no public access along the edge of the brook.
11.42 The Thames Barrier to Shooters Hill Link is a well connected and high
quality open space network which has a rich and diverse character
including mature woodland, common and parkland.
11.43 The Tripcock Park to Plumstead Common Link connects the Thames
Gateway Bridge proposals with the Green Chain. The part of the link
through Thamesmead is characterised by footpaths along lakes and canals
in the former low-lying marshland.
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11.44 The Thamesmead Link forms part of the South East London Green
Chain and includes Erith Marshes, Lesnes Abbey Woods and Southmere
Park (see para 11.34).
11.45 Most parts of the Quaggy River Link are urban in character and have
been straightened and canalised, with the exception of certain sections,
such as through Sutcliffe Park, where the river channel has been restored.
11.46 Strategic open space opportunities:
¥ to develop the South East London Green Chain regional park
opportunity
¥ to maximise opportunities in relation to the proposed Thames Gateway
Bridge, strengthening and enhancing the connections along the
Tripcock Park (Cross River Park) to Plumstead Common Link,
promoting habitat types characteristic of this part of the tidal river
environment
¥ to create a connected park system along the Ravensbourne and Pool
Rivers re-instating the natural channel, improving habitats, creating an
exemplary green transport route, exploring opportunities for improving
health and the local environment
¥ to restore the green infrastructure surrounding Eltham Palace and
Charlton House
¥ to improve the relationship and connection between nature and
housing across the Green Grid Area, including the use of nature trails
and a green link between Woolwich Common and the Thames
¥ to reinstate a natural river course along the Quaggy River with natural
banks and meanders, enhancing flood storage capacity and creating
sustainable drainage schemes
¥ to promote and enhance the long distance South East London Green
Chain footpath and links by improving accessibility into and through
the area, particularly access from its edges
¥ to explore extensions of the South East London Green Chain including
the Green Chain ÑgatewayÒ open spaces linking Avery Hill to Hall
Place, Plumstead to the proposed Cross River Park, Sutcliffe Park to
Greenwich Park, New Beckenham to Ladywell Fields and links west
from Crystal Palace Park to Dulwich Park and Nunhead Cemetery
¥ to promote and enhance the existing woodland and heathland
character of the Thames Barrier to Shooters Hill Link.
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Figure 20 South East London Green Chain + Green Grid Area
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Annex 1 SPG Implementation Points
SPG Implementation Point 1: Integrating the Green Grid
The Mayor will and boroughs, the LDA, TfL and other partners should
incorporate the SPG Implementation Points into planning and open space
policies, plans, proposals and projects.
Development and regeneration activity should plan, locate and design
new and improved open space and manage the Green Grid as an open
space network that is integrated into proposals.
SPG Implementation Point 2: Green Grid Area Partnership Working
The six Area Partnerships should prepare Green Grid Area Frameworks
that identify objectives and projects, taking into account cross boundary
integration and promoting strategic opportunities for improving the
provision, quality, functions, linkages and management of the open
space network.
SPG Implementation Point 3: Delivery Plan
The Mayor will work with partners to prepare a Delivery Plan that
identifies and develops key Green Grid projects for investment, collated
from the Green Grid Area Frameworks. The Plan will identify a phased
delivery programme and will be updated every two years.
SPG Implementation Point 4:
Creation, Improvement and Management
Development and regeneration proposals should demonstrate that
adequate long term funding is provided for the creation, improvement
and management of the Green Grid to maintain high quality and to
achieve the associated benefits.
SPG Implementation Point 5: Green Grid Vision
The Mayor will and boroughs and other partners should adopt the Green
Grid Vision set out below and incorporate it into policies, plans, projects
and proposals.
The Green Grid Vision:
A network of open spaces, river and other corridors connecting urban
areas to the river Thames, the Green Belt and beyond to provide
attractive, diverse landscapes and green infrastructure managed to the
highest standards for people and wildlife.
Development and regeneration proposals will be expected to incorporate
elements that positively contribute to the Green Grid through:
¥ providing new and/or enhancing existing public open spaces, reducing
areas of deficiency
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¥ providing public access along watercourse and green areas, linking to
the wider path and cycle route network
¥ providing a range of formal and informal recreational uses and
landscapes, promoting healthy living
¥ providing new and/or enhancing existing wildlife sites, reducing areas
of deficiency
¥ managing water collection, cleansing and flood risk with multifunctional spaces
¥ mitigating and adapting to the impacts of climate change.
SPG Implementation Point 6: Achieving Green Grid Benefits
Development and regeneration proposals should maximise the economic,
social and environmental benefits, as appropriate, provided by the Green
Grid ensuring that they:
¥ are designed to link open space elements into a wider network that
functions as a whole, crossing administrative boundaries and
connecting urban, suburban, rural areas and waterways;
¥ address deficiencies in access to public open space and nature;
¥ design, locate and manage open spaces to perform a wide range of
functions;
¥ engage and incorporate a wide range of diverse disciplines and
expertise throughout the process, including planning, urban design,
landscape, ecology, environment, conservation and civil engineering.
SPG Implementation Point 7: Climate Change and Flood Risk
Development and regeneration proposals in areas of flood risk should
integrate the following Green Grid elements into the design of schemes:
¥ flood risk management solutions, including flood resilience, that
incorporates appropriate biodiversity, access and movement and
healthy living improvements
¥ new development should be set back from a river
¥ waterways enhancements by restoring heavily engineered and
straightened canalised water courses to natural profiles and, where
appropriate, with wetland and marshland habitats
¥ reduction of storm water run-off and pressure on storm water sewers
through use of permeable surfacing and other sustainable drainage
systems within the public realm
¥ incorporate sustainable drainage systems, such as swales and retention
ponds, within existing urban drainage systems
¥ sustainable management of water resources through rainwater
harvesting and grey water recycling
¥ incorporate substrate based green roofs designed for biodiversity
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¥ provide green open space and deciduous street trees to help reduce
the Urban Heat Island effect.
SPG Implementation Point 8: Public Open Space
The Mayor will work with the Green Grid Area Partnerships to develop the
Regional Park opportunities based around the London Riverside
Conservation Park and South East London Green Chain.
In their LDFs boroughs should identify the public open space deficiency
areas and include policies to improve the quantity and quality of public
open space provision.
Development and regeneration proposals within areas of deficiency for
public open space should contribute to reducing the identified deficiencies.
SPG Implementation Point 9: Access and Connectivity
In their LDFs and Transport Local Implementation Plans boroughs should
identify opportunities to improve the strategic path network, including
new routes, such as the Waterlink Way and the Beam & Rom, and
extensions to the Thames Path and the Roding Way, and include policies
to improve and create local linkages, ensuring that they:
¥ are clearly signposted, provide safe and attractive continuous routes,
connecting with existing and proposed communities and public
transport nodes
¥ have no adverse impact on wildlife habitat
¥ provide for horses where there is an existing or projected need
¥ implement key river crossings where they support strategic
requirements, particularly connecting banks of the River Thames and
its tributaries.
SPG Implementation Point 10: Biodiversity
In their LDFs boroughs should identify the areas of deficiency in access to
nature and indicate how they are to be redressed.
Development and regeneration proposals should maximise the
opportunities for habitat enhancement, restoration and re-creation
ensuring that they:
¥ contribute to reducing the identified deficiency areas in access to
nature
¥ contribute to establishing a connected system of habitats
¥ are guided by local Biodiversity Action Plan priorities and are
appropriate to the ecological and landscape zone
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¥ connect people with LondonÔs nature and balance nature conservation
with access, archaeology and cultural heritage
¥ contribute to providing ecosystem services, for example flood
management.
SPG Implementation Point 11: Health and Physical Activity
In their LDFs boroughs should have regard to the interactions between
health and the open space network and maximise opportunities to:
¥ enhance formal and informal outdoor recreational uses
¥ promote a range of formal and informal outdoor recreational pursuits
¥ include safe and attractive facilities, including shelter, drinking water,
toilets, first aid, telephones and ranger facilities at regular intervals
¥ where appropriate incorporate non-intrusive, directional lighting, that
causes no disruption to wildlife or people, to provide safe, usable open
spaces
¥ incorporate features and facilities that provide physical and mental
health benefits.
SPG Implementation Point 12: Cultural Heritage
In their LDFs boroughs should protect and enhance heritage features,
respecting landscape character and improving outdoor recreational use.
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Annex 2 Ecological and landscape zones
Extract from East London Sub-Regional Development Framework
(May, 2006).
Chalk soils in the sub-region are confined to small areas in Lewisham,
Woolwich, Crayford and Abbey Wood. Habitat management and
restoration here should use the chalk sites of the South region for their
inspiration.
Sands and gravels occur extensively on the hill slopes south of the
Thames and in small areas in the north. The acid grasslands and
heathlands of Epping Forest SSSI, Hainault Country Park, Bedfords Park
and Lesnes Abbey Wood are the models for priorities here. New woodland
is not generally advised, but the existing values in places such as Hainault
Forest, Lesnes Abbey and Bostall Woods should be conserved.
Clay hills occur mainly on the northern and southern borders of the subregion. Here new woodland is appropriate where it is not displacing habitat
of greater value, and should take its theme from existing ancient
woodlands. The best of these are the western part of Hainault Forest and all
of the Oxleas Woodlands SSSIs. In the north east there is extensive
agricultural land as at Fairlop Plain, here tree planting is inappropriate away
from the hedgerows. Most grasslands here are damp and the West and
North sub-regions have better existing examples of these to use as models.
A scattering of loam soils is found over the low level gravels largely
north of the Thames. These are fertile and in history were the focus of
productive agriculture and horticulture for LondonÔs breadbasket. As a
result, there are no outstanding habitats left to act as a model for habitat
restoration here, and notably few good woodlands.
Extensive low level gravels occur between the clays and floodplains in
the north and to a lesser extent south of the Thames. Acid grassland and
heathland are the target habitats here, with Wanstead Flats the best local
model. Better models are located in the North, West and South subregions. New woodlands here should take their theme from the existing
valuable woodlands, such as those at the southern end of Epping Forest,
and should not be developed at the expense of valuable open habitats.
Extensive floodplain soils occur around the Thames and extend up the
valleys of tributaries, particularly the Lea. Once managed as grazing marsh,
most have been displaced by development, but this sub-region has the best
London remnants of saline grazing marsh at Rainham SSSI, Dartford and
Bexley Marshes and the best fresh water one at the Ingrebourne Marshes
SSSI. These should inform the priority actions here. Woodland is naturally
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scarce in the floodplains, the largest areas being valuable wet woodlands in
the Ingrebourne valley. Extensive woodland planting is inappropriate in
open places, but small areas of wet woodland would be appropriate. In
places previous use has left rubble, sand, etc., on top of the natural
floodplain surface. Some of these have recovered value similar to the low
level gravels and should not be regarded as ÓbrownfieldÔ.
Rivers in the sub-region include the Thames and its tributaries. Here the
main priorities are for preventing further incursions into the channels,
restoration of the floodplain wherever possible and improvements to the
quality of the water.
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Annex 3 Health and green infrastructure matrix
Extract from Interactions between Health, Green Infrastructure and
Outdoor Activity (2006).
Types and examples of intervention to
address health issues

Green Infrastructure features/functions

Physical exercise
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥

Health promotion/education
Exercise referral
Pedometer provision
Community based walking schemes
Community based cycling schemes
Green gym/conservation activities
Cycling
Active hobbies interest
Fishing
Sport
Exploratory play
Ranger led education and training
opportunities eg. school visits and volunteering

¥ Access to network of accessible and welcoming
open spaces
¥ Opportunities for active outdoor exercise eg.
sports, play
¥ Opportunities for passive outdoor exercise eg.
walking
¥ Network of safe Ógreen routesÔ for walking and
cycling
¥ Trees and vegetation improve local air quality
and temperature
¥ Opportunities for local food growing eg.
allotments
¥ Social spaces with seating and events
encourage participation and social inclusion

Stress reduction/ psychological interventions
¥ Therapeutic gardens
¥ Quiet areas
¥ Sensory environments
¥ Meditation and relaxation
¥ Visible green space
¥ Views and contemplation
¥ Wildlife appreciation
¥ Water based hobbies and activities
¥ Ranger led activities eg. volunteering

¥ Access to network of open spaces
¥ Opportunities for both active and informal/
passive outdoor exercise
¥ Network of safe Ógreen routesÔ for walking and
cycling
¥ Access to areas of relative tranquillity and
vegetation
¥ Trees and vegetation can reduce ambient noise
¥ Quiet areas with seating for relaxation
¥ Opportunities for local food growing
¥ Access to nature and wildlife
¥ Social spaces with seating and events
encourage participation and social inclusion
¥ Contribution to quality of local environment
and public realm

Shelter
¥ Tree planting
¥ Vegetation
¥ Water spaces

¥ Trees and vegetation provide shade and
mitigate urban Óheat islandÔ effect
¥ Trees and vegetation reduce wind speed

Clean Air
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥
¥

Tree planting to remove particulates
Open space
Exhaust control
Emission control
Wind corridors
Traffic reduction

¥
¥
¥
¥

Access to network of open spaces
Opportunities for active outdoor exercise
Opportunities for passive outdoor exercise
Trees and vegetation improve local air quality
and temperature
¥ Network of safe Ógreen routesÔ for walking and
cycling
¥ Access to areas of relative tranquillity and
vegetation can reduce ambient noise
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Types and examples of intervention to
address health issues

Green Infrastructure features/functions

TrafÝc/people conÞict
¥ Pedestrian only routes
¥ Shared surfaces
¥ Safe routes to school

¥
¥
¥
¥
¥

Access to network of open spaces
Safe Ógreen routesÔ for walking and cycling
Opportunities for active outdoor exercise
Opportunities for passive outdoor exercise
Contribution to quality of local environment
and public realm

Risk reduction
¥ Active public space surveillance and
management
Engagement/socialisation
¥ Community based activities
¥ Opportunities to meet others
¥ Integration between existing and new
communities
¥ Local friends groups

¥ Access to network of accessible and welcoming
open spaces
¥ Park ranger/wardens
¥ Social spaces with seating, act as meeting
places
¥ Venue for events - encourages participation
and social inclusion
¥ Network of safe Ógreen routesÔ for walking and
cycling
¥ Opportunities for active outdoor exercise
¥ Opportunities for passive outdoor exercise
¥ Access to nature and wildlife
¥ Access to public arts and art programmes
¥ Access to heritage
¥ Contribution to quality of local environment
and public realm
¥ Access to areas of relative tranquillity and
vegetation

Improved diet
¥
¥
¥
¥

Food production
Allotments
Community gardens
Fresh local produce

¥ Opportunities for local food growing eg.
allotments, community gardens
¥ FarmersÔ/fishermenÔs markets support the
consumption of local produce
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Health issue

Ill health condition

Cardio vascular disease Coronary heart disease

Physical condition

Physical exercise
Improved diet

Stroke

Physical exercise

Angina

Physical exercise

Blood Pressure

Stress reduction

Obesity

Physical exercise
Improved diet

Physical de-conditioning

Physical exercise

Excessive heat
Respiratory disease

Indications for treatment

Shading and shelter
Bronchitis

Physical exercise
Clean air

Chronic pulmonary obstructive Physical exercise
disease
Clean air
Cancer

Injuries

Stress reduction
Asthma

Clean air

Osteoarthritis and
osteoporosis

Physical exercise

Back pain

Physical exercise

Road accidents ksi

Protection and reduction

Road accidents; minor injury

Protection and reduction

Environmental public realm
injuries
Diabetes

Mental health

Diabetes

Physical exercise
Improved diet

Renal failure

Relaxation stress reduction

Mental illness
(psychiatric conditions)

Stress reduction and recovery

Depression

Stress reduction and recovery

Stress

Stress reduction

Addiction

Stress reduction

Mental well-being

Stress reduction
Self esteem
Engagement
Socialisation
Physical exercise
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Other formats and languages
For a large print, Braille, disc, sign language video or audio-tape version
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You will need to supply your name, your postal address and state the
format and title of the publication you require.
If you would like a summary of this document in your language, please
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