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Biodiversity in Newham: An Overview
Although Newham is a very urban borough, it has several important green spaces
and green corridors, which provide important wildlife habitats, such as West Ham
Park, City of London Cemetery and Beckton District Park. The Borough is also
surrounded by several important wildlife areas including the River Thames, River
Lea, River Roding and Epping Forest.
Almost 20% of the total land area of Newham, or 678 hectares, is green space with
the potential to support wildlife. The richest places for wildlife in the Borough are
protected by the council as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)
of which there are 41 (see Figure 1). Newham’s SINCs cover a range of habitats
such as meadow grassland, reedbed and woodland. There are also several
waterbodies which are designated as SINCs and represent valuable wildlife habitats.
Nationally rare species such as the black redstart live in the Borough. This bird
lives on wasteland sites such as those along the Thames’ former dockyards. In
addition, the only known British population of the streaked bombardier beetle lives
on a site to the north of the Thames barrier in Newham. Important populations of
woodland birds, butterflies, dragonflies, lizards, frogs, toads, newts and small
mammals such as hedgehog all find their homes in the Borough.

A range of butterflies can be seen in Newham – they rely on native flowering plants (Source:
www.davidgreenphotography.co.uk/).
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INTRODUCTION
1.

This Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) outlines the aspirations and priorities for
biodiversity in Newham. It has been prepared by Land Use Consultants for
Newham Council with input from the Newham Biodiversity Partnership
(NBP). The BAP summarises the priorities for biodiversity management and
investment in Newham, the targets for what will be achieved, and an action
plan to achieve these targets. The evidence to support this Biodiversity
Action Plan can be found in the Newham Biodiversity Evidence Base document.

2.

This is Newham’s first BAP. In addition to identifying priority actions to
deliver biodiversity improvements in Newham, the purpose of the BAP is to
stimulate discussion and inspire partnership working in the Borough.

WHAT IS BIODIVERSITY?
3.

Biodiversity is the term used to describe all living things and the habitats
which they depend on. This encompasses animals such as insects, mammals,
birds, amphibians and reptiles, as well as trees, plants, fungi and bacteria.
Biodiversity is also commonly referred to as ‘wildlife’ or ‘nature’. There are
numerous laws and policies which protect specific types of biodiversity,
including the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity, which gave rise to the
Biodiversity Action Plan system, which is described below.

4.

Biodiversity is a key indicator of sustainability as recognised by the UK
Government’s sustainable development strategy1. In recent years there has
been increased emphasis placed on the value of wildlife and nature
conservation within the planning process, as reflected in Planning Policy
Statement 9. This, amongst other policy and legislative drivers, has
increased the profile of wildlife issues and the importance of the UK, regional
and Local Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs), and statutorily protected species
and sites. In addition, the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities (NERC) Act, 2006 now places a general duty on all public
authorities to have due regard to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.

THE NEED FOR AND BENEFITS OF BIODIVERSITY
5.

1

To complement the primary purpose of protecting and enhancing biodiversity
in Newham, the delivery of the BAP can also help to achieve a number of
other social and environmental objectives. These include:
•

human health benefits, both mental and physical;

•

filtration of air and water – reduce pollution;

•

contribute to a sense of place and enhance community pride;

•

climate adaptation and amelioration functions to help the Borough adapt
to climate change (see below).

DEFRA (2005) Securing the future: delivering UK sustainable development strategy. TSO. London
1
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Biodiversity and Climate Change
6.

Biodiversity is at risk from the predicted effects of climate change.
Biodiversity in Newham is likely to suffer both directly as a result of changes
in temperature caused by climate change, and due to adaptation measures
introduced to protect Newham residents from the effects of climate change.
As such, the NBP must ensure that habitats and species are managed in order
to be more resilient to climate change, and that where possible, climate
adaptation approaches deliver benefits to biodiversity.

7.

In addition, the delivery of the BAP will contribute to wider efforts to adapt
to climate change. There are a number of different functions that seminatural habitats can provide which will help Newham to adapt to and
ameliorate the effects of climate change. These include:
•

Provision of cooling and shade in urban areas;

•

Flood alleviation and coastal flood protection;

•

Carbon absorption – limit climate change.

WHAT IS A BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN?
8.

BAPs are now established as one of the key mechanisms for identifying and
delivering effective measures to further biodiversity conservation in the UK.
The UK BAP was developed by the Government in response to the 1992
Convention on Biological Diversity, with Local BAPs since developed across
the UK as a means of delivering commitments under the national BAP, but
also for delivering actions in relation to local priorities and the wider
countryside outside of designated sites. The London Biodiversity
Partnership’s ‘Ingredients for the Perfect BAP’2 provides useful guidance on
the production of Local BAPs, and this guidance has been followed for the
purpose of the Newham BAP.

Local focus
9.

National guidance also asserts that Local BAPs should promote species which
are particularly characteristic of the area, and should reflect the views of the
local community in terms of habitats and species which are most valued or
popular. This information should be determined through consultation with
the local community to inform the final suite of habitats and species
supported by the BAP. As such, as well as delivering biodiversity goals, a
‘well-built’ BAP is also capable of improving social cohesion, and developing
networks and other community benefits through, for example, providing
outdoor activity and education opportunities.

Partnership working
10.

2

Another key principle which should be enshrined in the BAP approach is the
development of strong partnerships to develop realistic and relevant targets
at the local level, and to garner stakeholder and community involvement in

London Biodiversity Partnership (April 2009). Ingredients for a Perfect BAP. Unpublished
2
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the process to deliver long-term and sustainable improvements. The need
for an active and involved partnership is highlighted by the London
Biodiversity Partnership’s guidance. Shared ownership of the BAP will be
essential to its success, and as such it is important to create a partnership of
local stakeholders, experts, land owners and managers who will oversee
delivery of the BAP from the outset.

The London BAP and other local BAPs
11.

The London Biodiversity Action Plan provides an overarching framework for
nature conservation in London, identifying a number of Priority Habitats and
Priority Species which may be of particular relevance to Newham. In
addition, the Olympic Delivery Authority has produced a specific BAP for the
Olympic Park. This includes ambitious targets for the delivery given the scale
of the regeneration project and the extent of new open space proposed (with
10 target habitats and 18 target species or species groups). The Lea Valley
Regional Park BAP also covers areas within Newham, and adjacent Council
BAPs are also of relevance.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN THE NEWHAM BAP
12.

The London Borough of Newham has conducted public consultation on the
BAP to provide Newham residents with an opportunity to input their ideas
and aspirations. This involved a seven week on-line consultation period, as
well as three open events where attendees will have the opportunity to
discuss the BAP with representatives of the Council and Land Use
Consultants (LUC). The NBP, which includes a range of community
organisations, has informed the content of the BAP. A list of the
organisations in the NBP is provided as Appendix 1.

CONSULTATION
13.

To inform the Biodiversity Action Plan and ensure a robust evidence base to
support the Local Development Framework, public and stakeholder
consultation was undertaken on the BAP. A summary of the approach to and
feedback from this consultation is provided below.

Public consultation
14.

Public consultation was conducted on London Borough of Newham website
for a seven week period from December 2009 to February 2010, and through
three public events which were held in Newham parks in December 2009
and January 2010. Presentation boards and a non-technical leaflet were
created to summary the importance of wildlife in Newham, and a feedback
form was provided to encourage responses to the following questions:
•

Do you consider there are enough parks, open spaces & wildlife areas
within a 10 minute walk from your house?

•

Is there any specific type of wildlife in Newham that is important to you?

3
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Would you like to be involved in volunteer work in the local parks or
wildlife areas?

Consultation feedback was mixed in terms of the amount of wildlife in the
Borough, with some noting that there is lots of wildlife visible in Newham.
Several people noted that there could be more wildlife. Birds seemed to be
the most popular form of wildlife, although people also noted the possible
presence of otters and were enthusiastic about Newham’s rivers. There was
also considerable enthusiasm for involvement in local parks and wildlife areas,
and a number of contact details were gathered.

Stakeholder consultation
16.

17.

The Newham Biodiversity Partnership was formed when the preparation of
the Biodiversity Evidence Base and the BAP commenced, and four workshops
were held at appropriate points in the preparation of both documents.
Ongoing consultation with the NBP has informed the content and scope of
both documents, and members of the NBP are listed in this document (See
Appendix 1). The Draft BAP was published for a 7 week consultation
period from December 2009 – February 2010. Feedback was received from
a number of stakeholder organisations including:
•

Buglife

•

City of London Airport

•

Friends of the City of London Cemetery

•

Greenspace information for Greater London (GiGL)

•

London Swifts

•

Natural England

•

Newham Conservation Volunteers

•

The City of London

•

The Environment Agency

•

The London Biodiversity Partnership

•

The London Borough of Redbridge

•

The London Wildlife Trust

•

URS Consultants on behalf of Ballymore Properties

Further details on these comments are provided in the Newham Biodiversity
Evidence Base.

4

Newham Biodiversity Action Plan

June 2010

NEWHAM’S BIODIVERSITY VISION
18.

The vision for Newham’s biodiversity has been created by the Local
Biodiversity Partnership through consultation with local experts and
organisations. Input into the vision has been provided by a range of
organisations and stakeholders through written comments, and discussion
and recommendations received at a NBP workshop.
To protect, enhance and create habitats for biodiversity across Newham, ensuring a
net gain in BAP Priority Habitats3, and to secure their positive management. To
reduce deficiencies in access to nature for Newham’s existing and future residents,
and undertake awareness-raising to promote appreciation of the Borough’s wildlife
by all.

Objectives
19.

Newham’s Biodiversity Vision can be broken down into four objectives:
1) Protect Newham’s existing habitats and species.
2) Enhance areas which are lacking in significant wildlife interest.
3) Ensure Newham’s wildlife and wildlife sites are accessible to people.
4) Raise awareness of nature conservation issues and promote
interpretation of Newham’s wildlife.

20.

The Newham Biodiversity Evidence Base identified a clear need to improve
information on wildlife in Newham so that the success or otherwise of
conservation actions can be monitored. A fifth objective is therefore:
5) Improve the information base on habitats and species in Newham.

Populations of lizards and other reptiles exist at a number of sites in Newham
(Source: www.davidgreenphotography.co.uk/).
3

Priority Habitats are defined at the national scale in the UK BAP and regionally in the London BAP.
5
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NEWHAM’S HABITAT ACTIONS PLANS
21.

The UK BAP sets out 65 Priority Habitats at the national scale which should
protected, enhanced and extended. At the regional scale, the London BAP
sets out 14 Priority Habitats, these represent all UK BAP priority habitat
types which occur in London but also regional conservation priorities such as
‘churchyards and cemeteries’ and ‘private gardens’ which are not on the UK
BAP but important at the London scale.

22.

Rather than duplicate the UK BAP and London BAP Priority Habitat lists as
these already apply to Newham, four broad Habitat Action Plan (HAP) classes
were selected for the Newham BAP:
1)

Public open space and green corridors.

2)

Rivers and wetlands.

3)

The Built environment.

4)

Private gardens, grounds and allotments.

23.

Newham's four HAPs were identified through a review of the existing BAP
habitats (UK BAP and London BAP) within the Borough, and consideration of
any other types of habitats which are particular to Newham (see Table 1).
Consultation with local biodiversity experts and land managers was then
completed to determine what they wanted to see in the Borough. As a result
of this consultation, the Newham HAPs were refined, for example, 'Public
open space and green corridors' was expanded from its original scope which
was limited to parks and cemeteries to incorporate other types of urban
green space such as railway corridors.

24.

HAPs aim to be meaningful to local people and developers seeking to deliver
biodiversity enhancement. A further advantage of this approach is that it is
delivery-focussed, i.e. Newham’s HAPs are designed to be applicable to
specific partner organisations. For example, much of Newham's public open
space is managed by the Council, therefore it is sensible to create a bespoke
HAP for this land use type, for which the Council can lead delivery.

Mapping Newham’s HAPs
25.

GiGL have prepared indicative maps highlighting broad areas within the
Borough covered by each of Newham’s four HAPs (Figures 2, 4, 5 and 6).
It should be noted that the GLA habitat survey data on which these maps are
based has not be updated since 2001. Furthermore, these maps do not
consider creating new BAP Priority Habitats in places where they do not
exist currently (see page 9). Therefore, the maps should be used to assist
with targeting delivery of the HAPs, however, conservation actions should
not be limited to those areas identified by the maps.

NEWHAM’S KEY SPECIES
26.

All Priority Species listed on the UK BAP and London BAP which occur in
Newham should be protected and conserved. However, in order to raise
6
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public awareness of conservation issues in the Borough and focus
conservation actions on particularly rare, threatened or culturally important
species; a number of ‘Key Species’ have been highlighted in each HAP.
27.

28.

The Newham BAP does not contain separate species action plans, rather
measures and actions to benefit Key Species will be integrated into actions
accompanying the four HAPs. This is in line with best practice in preparing
Local BAPs4 and has a range of advantages including:
•

the potential number of species in Newham is too large to target each
species individually;

•

actions designed to improve a specific habitat can benefit multiple species
associated with that habitat (e.g. traditional meadow management
promotes greater floral diversity whilst also maintaining open areas for
invertebrates and reptiles);

•

in view of future climate change and uncertainty over which species will
affected, measures aimed at bolstering ecological resilience are more
feasible then those overly focused on individual species.

For certain species groups, information on their distribution and status in
Newham was found to be limited. Therefore, a comprehensive analysis of
species population trends and vulnerability could not be undertaken for the
BAP. Instead, Key Species were selected on the basis of the following factors:
•

Species which indicate the wider condition of broader ecological
communities. For example, birds of prey may indicate a strong small
mammal and song-bird population.

•

Species which are rare or threatened, as indicated by listing on the UK
BAP, London BAP or another list such as the Red Data Books5.

•

Species which are of cultural importance.

•

Where no information existed for Newham, candidate Key Species listed
on neighbouring LBAPs which might potentially also occur in Newham
were selected.

•

A range of Key Species from different groups (e.g. birds, mammals,
invertebrates and plants) were selected.

•

Consultation with biodiversity professionals at a workshop meeting
attended by members of the NBP (November, 2009) and consultation
responses to the draft BAP (January 2010).

4

Webb, J.R., Drewitt, A.L., & Measures, G.H. (2010). Managing for species: Integrating the needs of
England’s priority species into habitat management. Part 1 Report. Natural England Research Reports:
024.
5
Excel spreadsheets containing London species which are included on one or more conservation
listings are available by species group on-line from the London Biodiversity Partnership:
http://www.lbp.org.uk/londonpriority.html (accessed October, 2009).
7
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Woodpeckers are attractive birds which can be seen in many of Newham’s parks
(Source: www.davidgreenphotography.co.uk/).

TARGETS FOR HABITATS AND SPECIES
29.

National and London guidance on Local BAPs promotes the setting of
quantitative targets for the delivery of HAPs where possible. This provides a
clear goal which BAP delivery partners can aim towards, and also allows for
objective monitoring of progress. The London Biodiversity Partnership
guidance highlights that targets should be SMART (specific, measurable,
achievable, realistic and time-based).

30.

Quantitative targets for the delivery of London Priority Habitats and Key
Species in Newham reflect the targets identified in the London BAP where
appropriate. It is difficult to make assumptions based on the London targets
however, as Newham is a unique borough, both in terms of its location on
the banks of the Thames Estuary, and in relation to the extensive
development which is planned for the Borough.

31.

The targets define the total amount of each London Priority Habitat which
should be maintained, enhanced or created during the lifetime of the Plan.
The total area of habitat creation does not need to be delivered at one site, it
may be appropriate to deliver a habitat creation target at a number of sites.
However, the increased value of larger areas of habitat should be recognised,
and the piecemeal delivery of very small areas of habitat should not be
encouraged.

32.

The targets are summarised under each of the HAPs.

8
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WHERE SHOULD HABITAT CREATION BE
TARGETTED?
33.

The London Biodiversity Partnership and GiGL are in the process of finalising
Habitat Suitability Maps for London. The maps are based on a series of
ecological criteria and will indicate where it is possible to recreate each of the
London BAP Priority Habitats across London. It is important to strategically
target habitat creation in Newham where this would increase ecological
connectivity across the Borough and these maps should be used to inform
the delivery of Newham BAP targets. However, it must be borne in mind
that the maps do not consider the social or planning feasibility of recreating
habitats in different places, for example, there may be conflicting land uses. It
is anticipated the maps will be available to consult on-line in the spring of
2010.

MENU OF ACTIONS
34.

The final stage of the Local BAP process involves the setting of actions which
will be delivered in order to ensure the targets for the London Priority
Habitats are met. The London Biodiversity Partnership guidance highlights
the importance of the relevant delivery organisations in identifying these
actions – i.e. this must be a partnership process.

35.

In addition to identifying priority actions to deliver biodiversity improvements
in Newham, the purpose of the BAP is to stimulate discussion and inspire
partnership working in the Borough. However, actions must be developed in
a reasonable timeframe in order to ensure timely delivery of the BAP. The
Newham Biodiversity Partnership will be coordinated by the London Borough
of Newham’s Parks Service, and lead delivery partners for each action will be
agreed by the NBP within the first six months of the Newham BAP’s
adoption.

36.

Table 7 contains a menu of actions to help deliver each of the four HAPs.
Actions are listed under each of the five objectives for Newham’s BAP (see
above). The NBP can then select the actions which are feasible and
appropriate in the short and medium term, and complete the table
accordingly. This will ensure that the actions are SMART, and specifically this
partnership input will define what is achievable, what is realistic, and a
reasonable time period for each target. The input of the NBP is also essential
to determining which partners would take forward each action. The details
are listed below, and will be updated on BARS as appropriate in order to be a
‘living’ plan.

HOW WILL THE NEWHAM BAP BE DELIVERED?
37.

The NBP will be responsible for overseeing delivery of the BAP. The
Partnership will be coordinated by the London Borough of Newham Parks
Service. We recommend that a lead organisation is identified for each action
listed in the BAP, and that this organisation coordinates delivery of the action
within a timescale agreed with the NBP. The Newham BAP will be delivered
via a number of routes:

9

Newham Biodiversity Action Plan

June 2010

•

Spatial Planning: The Newham BAP will be delivered partly through
spatial planning, particularly through the Local Development Framework
and the Sustainable Community Strategy.

•

Development Management: It will also be delivered through the
development management process, and habitat creation and enhancement
should be secured when granting planning permission for new
developments.

•

Informal land management and partnerships: The BAP targets will
also be delivered more informally, through adopting appropriate land
habitat management approaches on Council land, and through partnership
with non-governmental organisations and other landowners to ensure
that London Priority Habitats in Newham's are created where feasible.

•

Appoint Lead Partner for the NBP to take forward each action. In
addition, the NBP should identify other partners who will support
delivery of each BAP action.

If you take time to look around you, a range of interesting plants and species can be
seen in Newham (Source: www.davidgreenphotography.co.uk/).

10
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HOW CAN NEWHAM RESIDENTS GET INVOLVED?
38.

39.

The NBP is keen to encourage local residents and community groups to
become more actively involved in protecting and managing Newham’s
biodiversity assets. There are several environmental groups based in
Newham which welcome volunteers to help conserve and enhance our
valuable natural assets. Individuals with an interest in becoming involved
should contact one of the following groups, or check the London Borough of
Newham website (www.newham.gov.uk/WhatsOn) for wildlife events and
activities:
•

Friends of West Ham Park (www.fwhp.co.uk)

•

Newham Conservation Volunteers

•

London Wildlife Trust (http://www.wildlondon.org.uk)

•

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV)
(http://www2.btcv.org.uk/)

•

Groundwork (http://www.groundwork.org.uk)

Newham Council also hold a range of activities and events at local parks in
the Borough, which are designed to engage all Newham residents, not just
those who are already enthusiastic about wildlife. This programme of events
should be maintained, and innovative ways to encourage a range of residents
to enjoy nature and spend time in green spaces should be encouraged.

MONITORING AND REVIEW
Biodiversity Action Reporting System
40.

Once appropriate actions are agreed (see Menu of Actions above), progress
towards meeting these actions for each of the four HAPs should be reported
annually on the Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS)6.

41.

BARS is an integral part of the UK BAP process and consists of web-based
database which stores information on what BAP actions have been planned
and what progress has been made. This information will be helpful in
providing an audit trail for the BAP which could be used for other reporting
purposes such as NI 197 (see below) and the NERC Act biodiversity duty.

42.

Information is stored in a standardised way on BARS (e.g. by using standard
reporting categories), enabling reporting of progress at the local level in
Newham to be seen in the context of UK trends. BARS information is also
publically available (subject to certain security settings) allowing access to
information for all Newham BAP partners.

43.

A designated member of the NBP should be nominated to undertake this task
or Lead Partners for each of the HAPs could do this.

6

Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS) [on-line]. http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/default.asp
(accessed December, 2009) - website to be re-hosted at another web-address 18th December 2009.
11
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National Indicator 197
44.

GiGL have prepared an evidence base to fulfil reporting on NI 197: Improved
Local Biodiversity – the proportion of SINCs where active conservation management
is being achieved for all London Boroughs for 2009. In the future, auditing and
verification of this information will be carried out through the Local Sites
Partnership – a London-wide forum for SINCs.

45.

NI 197 is assessed by considering whether active conservation management
has been carried out or is being implemented within a specified recording
period. ‘Active conservation management’ relates to maintaining, restoring
or enhancing biodiversity and may include:

46.

•

provision of advice on conservation management;

•

development/implementation of a conservation management plan;

•

implementation of management schemes (e.g. Environmental Stewardship
or the Woodland Grant Scheme).

Monitoring of progress towards achieving targets for the four HAPs will
contribute to the audit trail which is required for NI 197.

Periodic review of the Newham’s BAP
47.

It is proposed that the Newham BAP and its constituent actions (when
decided upon) and targets should be reviewed in three years time (2013).
The review should assess which actions have been successful and those which
have not. It should examine the feasibility of previous targets if these have
not been achieved. The review should also evaluate any new emerging
pressures or threats to biodiversity and develop new actions accordingly. A
further purpose of the review should be to explore how widely used and
accessible Newham’s BAP has been amongst a range of groups such as
businesses, conservation organisations and community groups.
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Wildflower meadows benefit a range of species, are colourful and attractive, and
easy to maintain (Source: www.davidgreenphotography.co.uk/).

FUNDING THE NEWHAM BAP
48.

The following section sets out some options and recommendations for
securing adequate funds to deliver the Newham BAP.

Funding secured
49.

The London Borough of Newham currently secures funding for biodiversity
from three broad sources:
•

Local government funds: Local government funds are derived from central
government grant plus council tax. Councillors decide budget allocation
between competing services.

•

Developer contributions secured through planning: the London Borough
of Newham tends to secure developer funding for biodiversity on a caseby-case basis through planning contributions.

•

Bespoke green space funding streams to which application for funds is
made: There are bespoke biodiversity funding streams available from a
range of sources, to which the Council can make applications.

Potential funding sources
50.

Additional options exist for securing funding for biodiversity provision and
enhancement. Funding should be sought from a range of sources in
combination. Key funding sources include those listed below. Most of these
are generic green space funding, although there are a couple of biodiversityspecific funding streams.
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Biodiversity focussed funding streams
51.

The Environmental Stewardship Scheme and English Woodland Grant
Scheme, which provide funding per hectare of land managed for a specific
habitat (e.g. woodland) or in an environmentally sensitive way.
Green infrastructure funding which could help fund the BAP
National funding streams

52.

Heritage Lottery Fund and Big Lottery Fund grant initiatives e.g. the
Community Spaces Fund which supports capital and/or revenue requirements
of projects to improve public parks and create opportunities for communities
to learn about the natural environment. Subject-specific funding streams such
as the Community Spaces Fund from the Big Lottery Fund, and the Local
Food Fund administered by the Wildlife Trusts, which allocates grants for
projects involving urban or rural green spaces designed for informal
recreation and enjoyment.
Community Infrastructure Fund

53.

The Community Infrastructure Fund is overseen by Communities and Local
Government (CLG) and the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA). The
funding is directed at locations which have been identified as a Growth Area,
Growth Point or Eco Town, and should be invested in infrastructure, which
can include green infrastructure at these locations. The successful
applications for the last round of funding (CIF2) were announced in February
2008, and the government has yet to confirm whether and when a third
round will commence.
Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund and the Landfill Communities Fund

54.

The Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund supports projects mitigating the
effects of aggregate extraction on local communities and the natural
environment. The Landfill Communities Fund is a funding scheme for
community and environmental projects around landfill sites. One stream of
the LCF is the SITA Trust’s Enriching Nature and Enhancing Communities
grants, for projects around qualifying waste processing and landfill sites7.
Funding from development

7

•

Planning conditions – local authority requires green space restoration or
provision on site of particular development. Separately applied to each
proposal.

•

Planning obligations (Section 106 agreements) – local authority agrees
with developer that they will fund provision/ management of green space
alongside a development. Separately negotiated for each proposal.

www.sitatrust.org.uk
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•

Roof taxes – local planning authority requires developer to pay a
standard tariff per new dwelling to fund essential supporting
infrastructure.

•

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) - charge levied by local authorities
on new developments, using published formulae based on size and
character of development, with proceeds to be spent on local or subregional infrastructure, including green spaces, required by the
development plan(s).

On-site income generating activities
55.

Many councils generate revenue from the private sector or the general public
in return for benefits they receive from green spaces. This approach could be
applied to sites in Newham to support biodiversity where feasible. Income
sources from businesses include rent or franchise fees for operating
commercial activities within the green space, sponsorship or charitable
donations, contributions to large scale planting to offset carbon emissions,
sale of renewable energy from generating facilities built in the green space.
Charges to the public may include entry to special features or exhibitions,
hire of event space for parties and weddings.
Endowment

56.

There is potential to secure long term funding for biodiversity from
investment income earned on assets such as property or shares owned by
the local authority or other body responsible for green space. A
management body such as an independent charitable trust can be established
to manage and protect the endowment's capital. Financial management
expertise must be secured to effectively manage the investment.

Recommended funding approach
•

To enhance existing BAP habitats: bespoke national funding streams
such as the Heritage Lottery Fund and Community Spaces Fund,
Environmental Stewardship Scheme (ESS) and English Woodland Grant
Scheme, as well as council funding. The ESS is also a useful source of
revenue funding, and capital from private sector sources (e.g. water
authorities, local business) can sometimes be secured to support new
provision.

•

To secure funding for creation of new BAP habitats: funding from
developers secured by CIL or planning obligations and Community
Infrastructure Fund (CIF), in addition to local authority funds. The
Council may wish to consider whether they should adopt a 'green
infrastructure tariff' which could be applied to all new developments, and
helps to deliver BAP habitats via green infrastructure proposals identified
through the Newham Community Infrastructure Study.

•

To maintain, enhance and create areas for nature conservation
and biodiversity: The Council should encourage wider uptake of the
Environmental Stewardship (ESS) funding opportunities, which are
15
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available for land managers. Where sites are suitable for designation as
Local Nature Reserves, this makes them eligible for additional
biodiversity-focussed funding streams. The London Borough of Newham
should work with the GiGL Partnership8 to gather evidence to support
designation of sites.

The water vole has been seen in neighbouring boroughs, and could be encouraged to
colonise Newham (Source: www.davidgreenphotography.co.uk/).

8

The GiGL Partnership includes 45 organisations who are active in conservation across London e.g.
the Environment Agency, Greater London Authority and London Biodiversity Partnership.
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TAKING THINGS FORWARD - NEWHAM
BIODIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP AND NEWHAM BAP
57.

The Newham Biodiversity Partnership (NBP) met in February 2010 to discuss
the Newham BAP and to agree next steps for implementing Newham’s HAPs.
Organisations in attendance confirmed broad support for the aims of the BAP
(see Appendix 1 for members of the Newham Biodiversity Partnership). A
summary of what was agreed is included below:
•

The Newham Biodiversity Partnership will be co-ordinated by the Parks
Service (Adults, Community and Leisure Directorate) at the London
Borough of Newham, and partners will meet up on a regular basis.

•

A communication strategy should be devised for NBP. This will include a
central email group, a schedule for regular meetings and a system to
ensure information and data on BAP targets are exchanged.

•

Actions from the ‘Menu of Actions’ should be selected and developed
further as a priority. The need to capture existing initiatives should form
a starting point. Potential delivery partners beyond the Biodiversity
Partnership should also be identified.

•

It was agreed that the BAP would be most efficiently organised around
HAP based working groups or those targeting specific objectives, for
example, environmental education. The NBP will meet once or twice a
year and will focus on reviewing progress and setting/revising BAP targets.

•

Lead partners should be appointed for each HAP. Data cannot be
entered onto BARS until a lead organisation for each HAP is appointed.

•

Potential funding mechanisms should be identified as a priority for the
partnership.

•

GiGL will act as the central repository for Newham’s biodiversity
information. The GiGL database will inform management of Newham’s
greenspaces and enable reporting against national indicators (e.g. NI 197).
Partners should take active steps to ensure biodiversity data is exchanged
freely and submitted to GiGL.

•

The relationship between the Newham BAP and the neighbouring
Olympic BAP should be clarified. The Newham BAP targets should be
delivered in addition to Olympic BAP targets.

•

2010 is the International Year for Biodiversity and could provide a
suitable context for launching Newham’s BAP to the public and bring
additional sources of funding.
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Table 1: Newham’s HAPs and Rationale for Selection
HAP

Corresponding
UK BAP
Priority
Habitats

Corresponding
London BAP
Priority Habitats

Rationale

1) Public Open
Space and
Green
Corridors

Native broadleaved woodland

Churchyards &
cemeteries

Lowland meadow

Parks, squares &
amenity grassland

Most large SINCs in Newham are public open space. LBN manages a large
proportion of these sites, and also manages many of the green corridors associated
with public rights of way. Conservation actions will be largely implemented through
LBN departments (e.g. parks, transport and cultural services etc). BAP targets can be
effectively implemented in public open spaces such as measures to enhance wildlife
which are being implemented at West Ham Park (a City of London Corporation
managed SINC).

2) Rivers and
Wetlands

3) The Built
Environment

Lowland dry acid
grassland

Woodland

Ponds

Acid grassland

Rivers

Rivers and streams

Ponds

Reedbeds

Reedbed

Standing Water

Floodplain Grazing
Marsh

Tidal Thames

Open mosaic
habitat

Wasteland
Woodland

Native broadleaved woodland

Rivers and wetlands form a coherent land cover type within the Borough, which is
managed by a well defined range of organisations including the Environment Agency,
the Lea Valley Authority and the Port of London Authority. A more opportunistic
approach may be required for ponds, as data on the location of ponds in the Borough
is not currently available.
New development is the predominant factor affecting this HAP, and this plan will be
implemented largely through the development management process. In addition to
the UK and London BAP habitats listed, there is potential to integrate green features
within new buildings to provide a supportive network of micro-habitats for wildlife.

Lowland meadow
4) Private
Gardens,
Grounds and
Allotments

Lowland meadow

Private gardens

Ponds

Standing water

Hedgerows

This HAP incorporates large areas of land managed by private organisations and
individuals (e.g. householders, Registered Social Landlords, Housing Associations and
Schools). It will require a specific suite of outreach, education and advocacy initiatives
to secure conservation actions. This HAP will also address public food growing areas
including allotments and community gardens.
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PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AND GREEN CORRIDORS HAP
Introduction and Status
58.

This HAP is primarily aimed at green space managers including LBN and
other organisations which own or manage significant green spaces in
Newham (e.g. City of London Corporation, Thames Water and Diocese of
Chelmsford who own several SINC sites).

59.

The HAP covers public open spaces and green corridors ranging from large
public parks such as Beckton District Park, to small pocket-parks such as St.
Mary’s Churchyard in Little Ilford. It also includes linear open spaces which
span the Borough such as The Greenway.

60.

Some of Newham’s best wildlife sites are also covered by this HAP. There
are 41 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs), many of which
are also public open spaces such as Manor Park Cemetery and East Ham
Nature Reserve.

61.

A key issue to emerge from the Newham Biodiversity Evidence Base is that,
whilst distribution data is available for UK and London BAP Priority Habitats,
there is little information available on the condition of habitats in Newham.
A priority for the BAP to take forward is better information gathering on
habitats.

62.

A number of UK BAP and London BAP Priority Habitats should be restored,
created and enhanced under this HAP. These are set out in Table 1 and
include: native broad-leaved woodland, semi-natural grassland (neutral or acid
types as applicable) and ponds. The Habitat Suitability Maps prepared by
GiGL and LBP will assist in identifying suitable location for habitat restoration.
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Green corridors help wildlife to move around the Borough, and can be attractive
places to walk and cycle (Source: LB Newham).

Issues and Threats
63.

The main factor affecting this HAP is the lack of appropriate nature
conservation management. This applies to open spaces managed as
‘nature reserves’ (e.g. many SINCs) and also open spaces which are currently
managed primarily for recreation. The lack of appropriate nature
conservation management stems partly from a lack of funding to carry out
this work. It also relates to the type of standardised maintenance contracts
which are employed in many open spaces as they do not incorporate
measures to create habitats for wildlife. Creation of wildlife habitats should
be developed with full consideration given to possible negative public
perception of such vegetation types. Conservation actions must be
preceded by meaningful consultation, sensitive design and appropriate
interpretation and education.

64.

Another key issue which this HAP aims to address is improving people’s
access to natural open space across the Borough. The Greater London
Authority (GLA) have mapped three ‘Areas of Deficiency’ in access to nature,
amounting 27% of the Borough’s area. These are situated in the north of the
Borough around West Ham and East Ham, around Canning Town in the
south west, and around North Woolwich and Beckton, to the south east.
Several initiatives currently active in the Borough aim to increase use of
natural greenspaces for health and exercise (e.g. Newham Striders9). These
initiatives could be promoted through the BAP.

9

http://www.wfh.naturalengland.org.uk/walkfinder/region/London/Newham+Striders/652.html
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In the future, climate change, including possible increases in summer
warming and greater incidence of winter storms, may require different
approaches to green space management. For example, areas of open space
near rivers may be flooded more frequently, presenting opportunities for
creation of small wetlands to contain flood waters. Use of drought tolerant
species and meadow vegetation may be preferable to drought susceptible
amenity grassland.

Key Species
66.

Conservation actions should be developed with the following Key Species in
mind. It may be appropriate to commission further survey work in respect of
certain species or species groups where this would indicate the success of
habitat management work or where insufficient data currently exists to form
a view on their conservation status.
Table 2: Key Species for Public Open Space and Green Corridors
HAP
Species

Brief description

Birds
Woodland birds (e.g. greatspotted woodpecker
Dendrocopus major, nuthatch
Sitta europaea, treecreeper
Certia familiaris, song thrush
Turdus philomelos and willow
warbler Phylloscopus trochilus).

A varied woodland bird community is indicative
of good woodland management and abundant
insect populations. Many species require large
mature trees.

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

A predatory bird with a population closely
linked to small mammal numbers. This species
is known to have declined over the past 50
years.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris

A gregarious, characteristic urban bird, thought
to have declined by as much as 66% since the
1970’s.

Invertebrates
Bees (all types including honey
bee and bumble bees).

Bees are responsible for pollinating many of our
wild plants and food crops. Bees also thrive
when wild-flower meadows are well managed.

Greater stag beetle Lucanus
cervus

Britain’s largest terrestrial beetle whose larvae
depend on dead-wood habitats. Stag beetle has
a UK population hot-spot in London.

Butterflies

Many species live in Newham and are
dependent on a range of flowering plants. In
addition, abundant butterfly populations often
indicate well managed woodland.
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Brief description

Mammals
Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus

An insect feeding mammal which is thought to
have undergone a 27% decline nationally in the
UK.

Bats

Bats rely on strong insect populations, which
they feed on using echo-location, and well
linked habitats. All species of bat are protected
by European and UK legislation.

Plants, mosses and lichens
etc.
Native meadow flowers (e.g.
ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum
vulgare, common knapweed
Centaurea nigra, hawkbits
Leontodon sp., Lady’s bedstraw
Galium verum, vetches Vicia sp.
and vetchlings Lathyrus sp.)

Colourful displays of wildflowers are seldom
seen in open spaces across the Borough given
the intensive mowing of many grassed areas.

Lichens found in Newham’s
cemeteries

Many lichens rely on clean air and can be found
on old stone walls, tree bark and headstones in
graveyards.

Reptiles and amphibians
Amphibians (frogs, newts and
toads)

These species can often be greatly benefited by
creation of small water features and ponds.

Reptiles (slow worm Anguis
fragillis, common lizard Zootoca
vivipara and grass snake Natrix
natrix)

A group of species which is relatively little
known to the general public but several
populations of reptile occur across Newham.

Targets
67.

The targets for the Public open space and green corridors HAP are listed below.
Table 3: Targets for Public Open Space and Green Corridors HAP
Code

Target

POS 1

To identify existing wildlife habitats within Newham’s public open
space and green corridors, and maintain.

POS 2

To ensure that 50% of Newham’s churchyards and cemeteries are in
positive management for biodiversity by 2015.

POS 3

To ensure that at least 50% of Newham’s parks, squares and amenity
grassland incorporate features to support biodiversity by 2015.
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Code

Target

POS 4

To create 1 ha of new woodland, of which 0.25ha is wet woodland
by 2015

POS 5

To enhance 15 ha of the larger woodland areas by 2020

POS 6

To maintain all 39.9 ha of existing woodland

POS 7

To create 1 ha of semi-natural grassland by 201510

POS 8

To enhance 2 ha of semi-natural grassland by 2020

POS 9

To determine the current extent of acid grassland in Newham

POS 10

To maintain the existing 15 ha of lowland meadows and calcareous
grassland in Newham

POS 11

Designate 5 new Local Nature Reserves by 2015

Key Actions
68.

Some key actions for this HAP are provided below. Table 7 summarises all
proposed actions, some of which will contribute to all of the HAPs.
•

Designate five new Local Nature Reserves.

•

Adapt site management to compliment existing areas of London Priority
Habitat, and create new areas.

•

Apply for funding for habitat creation from external sources.

•

Draft developer guidelines including a requirement for any habitat lost to
development to be replaced.

•

Work with ‘Friends Of’ groups and conservation volunteers to promote
positive management.

10

City of London Corporation. Personal Communication. 3,391 m2 of wildflower meadow was created
in West Ham Park in January 2008.
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RIVERS AND WETLANDS HAP
Introduction and Status
69.

This HAP is primarily aimed at those responsible for managing waterways and
areas of open water (e.g. the Environment Agency, the Lee Valley Regional
Park Authority). It also applies to those carrying out activities potentially
affecting waterways such as organisations managing open spaces and
development sites which are adjacent to waterways. The London Rivers
Action Plan should be considered in the delivery of this HAP.11

70.

Newham residents often compare Newham to ‘an island’ given that it is
surrounded on three sides by rivers. To the south is the River Thames, to
the east the River Roding and the River Lea to the west. The HAP includes
such rivers but also incorporates large areas of open water such as the Royal
Docks, one of Newham’s largest SINCs.

71.

A number of UK BAP and London BAP priority habitats should be restored,
created and enhanced under this HAP. These are set out in Table 1 and
include: ponds, rivers, reedbeds, floodplain grazing marsh and intertidal
habitats within the rivers Thames, Lea and Roding.

The colourful Kingfisher can be seen along rivers around Newham, such as the River
Lee (Source: www.davidgreenphotography.co.uk/).

11

London Rivers Action Plan: A tool to help restore rivers for people and nature (January 2009)
http://www.therrc.co.uk/lrap.php
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Issues and Threats
72.

Management: Many of Newham’s waterways are concrete lined and contain
few areas where natural aquatic vegetation can develop, in this way there are
fairly limited opportunities for water based animals to find habitats.

73.

Development in close vicinity to waterways and areas of open water
represents a key threat to the quality of aquatic ecosystems across the
Borough. However, at the same time, development also offers large-scale
opportunities for new habitat creation and installation of habitat features
benefitting aquatic species. For example, construction required for the
Olympics in the east of the Borough involved removal of large areas of
aquatic vegetation and, in addition, nesting features for many aquatic birds
were lost. However, restoration under the Olympic BAP should see
replacement of these habitats possibly exceeding what was there before.
Equally, the emerging development framework for Royal Docks area will see
around 5,000 new homes along with modern, business premises. Whilst this
may be a threat to aquatic wildlife in this area, there will also be opportunities
for creation of wetland habitats adjacent to the Thames and Docks.

74.

Run-off of toxic (e.g. petrochemicals) and non-toxic (e.g. nutrient laden runoff) pollutants into water-courses is tightly regulated by the Environment
Agency. However, pollution may still pose a threat to aquatic ecosystems.
For instance during high rainfall events London’s sewer systems are
occasionally overwhelmed leading to discharge of effluent into the River
Thames.

75.

Climate change may affect river and wetland habitats more extensively
than any of the other HAPs in Newham. For example, an increased number
of winter storm flows in Newham’s rivers, higher incidence of summer
droughts and proliferation of invasive aquatic species such as algae blooms are
all potentially linked to climate change. In addition, given an increased risk of
urban flooding in London caused by climate change, new approaches to water
management in the Borough may be required. Increased use of Sustainable
Drainage Systems (SuDS) and creation of small-scale freshwater wetlands in
open spaces may offer opportunities to combine climate change adaptation
with biodiversity enhancement.

76.

Newham’s rivers are already significantly affected by invasive species such
as Himalyan balasam Impatiens gladulifera. This non-native species suppress
the growth of native grasses and other flora, in addition, in autumn the plants
die back, leaving the banks bare of vegetation and, therefore, liable to
erosion.

Key Species
77.

Conservation actions should be developed with the following Key Species in
mind. It may be appropriate to commission further survey work in respect of
certain species or species groups where this would indicate the success of
habitat management work or where insufficient data currently exists to form
a view on their conservation status.
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Table 4: Key Species for Rivers and Wetlands HAP
Species

Brief description

Birds
Kingfisher Alcedo
atthis

A small, unmistakable, bright, blue and orange bird of slow
moving or still water. This species flies rapidly, low over
water, and hunts fish from riverside perches.

Reed bunting
Emberiza schoeniclus

A wetland bird, in spring, singing males defend territories
often perched on top of a bush, or reed.

Reed warbler
Acrocephalus
scirpaceus

A migrant species which arrives in Newham every summer
from Africa.

Sand martin Riparia
riparia

Nests in holes in steep river banks and also artificial nesting
towers in the Lea valley.

Fish
Eel Anguilla anguilla

The common eel has a fascinating life-cycle; it breeds in the
sea and migrates to freshwater in order to grow before
returning to the sea to spawn.

Invertebrates
Dragonflies and
damselflies

Large, colourful predatory insects around waterways, pond
and lakes. These species are completely aquatic in their
juvenile stages only emerging as adults to mate.

Mammals
Otter Lutra lutra

A flagship mammal species which is only recovering from
dramatic declines throughout the 20th Century caused by
habitat loss and pollution. It is feasible that this species
could return to London. Otter has been recorded on the
River Lea.

Bats

Bats rely on strong insect populations, which they feed on
using echo-location, and well linked habitats. All species of
bat are protected by European and UK legislation.

Water vole Arvicola
terrestris

Thought to be one of Britain’s most endangered mammals.
Populations occur on the River Lea and could colonise
Newham.

Plants, mosses and lichens etc.
Black poplar
Populus nigra ssp.
betulifolia

The natural habitat is beside streams and ponds. The black
poplar is considered to be one of the most endangered
native trees in Britain.

Reptiles and amphibians
Grass snake Natrix
natrix

This species feeds in wetland and grassland and is a strong
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Brief description
swimmer occasionally feeding on fish.

Targets
78.

The targets for the Rivers and Wetlands HAP are listed below.
Table 5: Targets for Rivers and Wetlands HAP
Code

Target

RW 1

To enhance 1 km of rivers and streams by 2015 either in terms of physical
habitat enhancements and/or chemical improvements to water quality.

RW2

To create 0.5 ha of appropriate UK or London BAP wetland habitats* by
2015

RW 3

To enhance 1 ha of appropriate UK or London BAP wetland habitats* by
2020

RW 4

To create 3 ponds every year until 2020

RW 5

To enhance 5.36 ha of existing ponds

RW 6

To increase the % of developments sited along the Thames including its
Tidal Tributaries which integrate wetland or riverine habitats (e.g. wet
woodland, reedbed).

Key Actions
79.

Some key actions for this HAP are provided below. Table 7 summarises all
proposed actions, some of which will contribute to all of the HAPs:
•

Work with the Environment Agency, Lea Valley Regional Park Authority
and Olympic Delivery Authority to prioritise biodiversity enhancement
along Newham’s waterways.

•

Prioritise sites for biodiversity-focussed management, based on the
findings of a Phase 1 Habitat Survey.

•

Draft developer guidelines on biodiversity including a requirement for
development at City Airport12 to contribute to investment in biodiversity.

•

Installation of habitat features for Key Species (e.g. kingfisher, sand
martin).

12

City Airport has requested that habitat creation is delivered away from the airport site due to
safety concerns, particularly regarding bird strike. The Airport has indicated that it would be willing
to work with the Newham Biodiversity Partnership to facilitate and fund biodiversity improvements
elsewhere in the Borough.
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Produce and circulate information promoting the importance of gardens
for wildlife (i.e. ponds).
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BUILT ENVIRONMENT HAP
Introduction and Status
80.

This HAP is primarily aimed at planners and developers. A key aim of the
Newham BAP is to ensure that new commercial and residential
developments and renovations are designed to benefit wildlife.

81.

The Built Environment HAP consists of buildings, built structures and
landscaping and street planting in both commercial and residential districts of
Newham. Many buildings offer opportunities for species such as bats and
birds to roost and nest. In addition, by installing vegetated walls and roofs
these areas can support a range of different insect and plant species as well as
offering other benefits such as summer cooling. This HAP also incorporates
other habitats associated with the built environment such as street trees and
road verges.

82.

Areas of wasteland habitat (brownfield land) fall under this HAP. Wasteland
habitats can be rich in flowering plant and invertebrate species and may
attract rare species which are no longer able to survive in the wider
countryside where flower-rich meadows have declined. Indeed, the only
known site in Britain for the streaked bombardier beetle Brachinus sclopeta is
on a brownfield site in the south of the Borough. Good quality examples of
this habitat are mainly distributed within a number of Newham’s SINCs (e.g.
East London Cemetery, Beckton Sewage Works and Lady Trower Trust
Playing Fields). However, this habitat often occurs on development plots
which have been left vacant for a number of years and allowed to grow-over.

We need bees to pollinate our plants and food crops, but recently populations have
been declining. Bees thrive in wildflower meadows (Source:
www.davidgreenphotography.co.uk/).
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Issues and Threats
83.

Development is the overriding factor responsible for changes in the
amount and condition of London Priority Habitats in this HAP. Key areas
due to undergo extensive regeneration and redevelopment in the Borough
include the Dockside areas to the south of the Borough and around the
Olympic site and Stratford to the west of the Newham. This offers a
simultaneous opportunity and a threat to this HAP. Attention should be
given to maintain ecological connectivity across these areas. For example, by
strategic planting of street trees in areas where little other wildlife habitat
occurs and installation of green roofs13 and walls, replicating species-rich
flowering plant and insects communities, where habitats cannot be replaced
at ground level.

84.

By removing areas of wildlife habitat (e.g. brownfield land), new residential
and commercial developments will also increase the need to provide
opportunities for people to experience access to nature close to their
homes and places of work. As such provision of wildlife habitat within or
near to new housing development will be required.

Key Species
85.

Conservation actions should be developed with the following Key Species in
mind. It may be appropriate to commission further survey work in respect of
certain species or species groups where this would indicate the success of
habitat management work or where insufficient data currently exists to form
a view on their conservation status.
Table 6: Key Species for Built Environment HAP
Species

Brief description

Birds
Black redstart Phoenicurus
ochruros

One of the UK’s rarest breeding birds with a
UK population focused on urban centres such
as London.

House sparrow Passer
domesticus

This characteristic London species may have
undergone as great as a 60% decline between
1970’s and the present.

Swift Apus apus, Swallow
Hirundo rustica, House martin
Delichon urbica.

Summer migrants from Africa. These birds
spend most of their wakening hours on the
wing catching insects. In London, both species
almost exclusively nest in buildings, bridges and
other man-made structures.

Plants
Native meadows flowers (e.g.
ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum

Colourful displays of wildflowers are seldom
seen in open spaces across the Borough given

13

GiGL is the data custodian of Livingroofs.org and holds data on the location of green roofs across
London.
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Species

Brief description

vulgare, common knapweed
Centaurea nigra, hawkbits
Leontodon sp., Lady’s bedstraw
Galium verum, vetches Vicia sp.
and vetchlings Lathyrus sp.).

the intensive mowing of many grassed areas.

Native climbing species (e.g.
honey suckle Lonicera
periclymenum, ivy Hedera helix,
traveller’s-joy Clematis vitalba).

These can be grown on walls and provide
nectar for foraging invertebrates and places to
roost and nest for insects and birds.

Invertebrates
Streaked bombardier beetle
Brachinus sclopeta

The only known British site for this species is in
Newham north of the Thames barrier. This
beetle is threatened with extinction as a result
of development activity in this area.

Butterflies

Many species live in Newham and are
dependent on a range of flowering plants. In
addition, abundant butterfly populations often
accompany well managed woodland.

Burrowing bees and wasps,
Bumblebees and honey bee

All species of bee depend on abundant flowing
and nectar providing plants. Burrowing wasps
and bees are a rather specialised group of
insects which nest in loose open, sandy soils.

Mammals
Bats

Bats rely on strong insect populations and well
linked habitats. They are unique in that they
feed using echo-location. All species of bat are
protected by European and UK legislation.

Targets
86.

The targets for the Built Environment HAP are listed below.
Table 7: Targets for Built Environment HAP
Code

Target

BE1

To improve the habitats provided within the built environment by
introducing biodiversity features within new and existing buildings

BE2

To create or retain 2 ha of wasteland habitat through new
development by 2020

BE 3

To maintain the extent of wasteland habitats designated as SINCs

BE 4

To create 1 ha of lowland meadow within development by 2015
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To maintain, in both extent and condition,13.62 ha of existing lowland
meadow

Key Actions
87.

Some key actions for this HAP are provided below. Table 7 summarises all
proposed actions, some of which will contribute to all of the HAPs.
•

Designate sites as SINCs where they meet the criteria (e.g. Proposed
SINCs).

•

Undertake study to highlight areas of the Borough where different types
of habitat creation would be appropriate.

•

Promote retention of green space in works to the existing built
environment through the development management process.

•

Draft developer guidelines on biodiversity including a requirement for any
habitat lost to development to be replaced.
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PRIVATE GARDENS, GROUNDS AND ALLOTMENTS
HAP
Introduction and Status
88.

This HAP is aimed at individuals, housing estate managers, schools and
businesses. The purpose of this plan is to encourage inclusion of wildlife-rich
habitat close to where people live and work.

89.

This HAP includes many important wildlife habitats which are located in areas
of private land such as gardens and are thought to make-up a relatively large
area of land within the Borough14. For example, flower beds, mature trees
and ponds all offer opportunities for wildlife such as mammals, amphibians,
birds and insects and need to be protected and enhanced. In addition, it is
known that many grounds surrounding housing estates, schools and
businesses are relatively poor in wildlife. Improving the range of wildlife
present in these areas would offer a range of benefits both social and
economic.

90.

Allotments are an unusual land use type as small areas of land are managed by
a range of people with different interests and approaches. Many allotment
holders already aim to encourage biodiversity within their allotment, and
there are often wide verges of land which have been set aside to encourage
wildlife. Newham Council manages allotment sites at seven locations across
the Borough, and most of these locations have an Allotment Society.

Allotments and community gardens can also be havens for wildlife, which in
turn provide benefits to food crops (Source: LB Newham).
14

GiGL hold statistics on garden coverage which were not available at time of publication of the BAP.
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Issues and Threats
91.

Development, including the demand for new housing land and car parking
space, are key drivers accounting for the loss of London Priority Habitats and
associated London BAP Priority Species under this HAP.

92.

Lack of appropriate nature conservation management is a key factor
accounting for the lack of notable wildlife interest of many estates grounds.
This relates to the type of standardised maintenance contracts which are
employed which do not incorporate measures to create habitats for wildlife.

93.

In view of climate change, new techniques for management will need to be
developed. These should be adapted to hotter/drier summers and
warmer/wetter winters whilst also allowing space for biodiversity.

94.

Measures to increase the value of Priority Habitats for wildlife within this
HAP should be developed with full consideration of possible negative public
perception of such vegetation types. Conservation actions must be
preceded by meaningful consultation, sensitive design and appropriate
interpretation and education. Environmental education would also
enable interested persons to take forward wildlife friendly gardening and
ground maintenance practices on their own accord.

Key Species
95.

Conservation actions should be developed with the following Key Species in
mind. It may be appropriate to commission further survey work in respect of
certain species or species groups where this would indicate the success of
habitat management work or where insufficient data currently exists to form
a view on their conservation status.
Table 8: Key Species for Private Gardens, Grounds and Allotments
HAP
Species

Brief description

Birds
Song thrush Turdus
philomelos

A relatively common garden bird, however, the UK
population of this species has been in a major decline
since 1970 (a decline of up to 70% in places).

House sparrow Passer
domesticus

This characteristic London species may have undergone
as great as a 60% decline between 1970’s and the
present.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris

A gregarious, characteristic urban bird, thought to have
declined by as much as 66% since the 1970’s.

Invertebrates
Butterflies

Many species live in Newham and are dependent on a
range of flowering plants.

Bumblebees and

All species of bee depend on abundant flowing and
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Brief description

honey bee

nectar providing plants. Burrowing wasps and bees are
a rather specialised group of insects which nest in loose
open, sandy soils.

Mammals
Hedgehog

An insect feeding mammal which is thought to have
undergone a 27% decline nationally in the UK.

Bats

Bats rely on strong insect populations and well linked
habitats. They are unique in that they feed using
echolocation. All species of bat are protected by
European and UK legislation.

Reptiles and amphibians
Amphibians (frogs,
newts and toads)

These species can often be greatly benefited by creation
of small water features and ponds.

Reptiles (slow worm
Anguis fragillis,
common lizard
Zootoca vivipara and
grass snake Natrix
natrix)

Several populations of reptile occur across Newham.
Grass snakes commonly feed in ponds and lay their eggs
in compost heaps where heat from the decomposing
vegetation aids egg incubation.

Targets
96.

The targets for the Private Gardens, Grounds and Allotments HAP are listed
below.
Table 9: Targets for Private Gardens, Grounds and Allotments
HAP
Code

Target

PG1

To reduce % cover of paved areas in private gardens by 0.5ha by
2020

PG2

To create 500 m of species-rich hedgerow by 2020

PG 3

To enhance 1 km of hedgerow by 2020

PG4

To maintain extent existing hedgerows

Key Actions
97.

Some key actions for this HAP are provided below. Table 7 summarises all
proposed actions, some of which will contribute to all of the HAPs:
•

Undertake a study to highlight parts of the Borough where different types
of habitat creation would be appropriate.
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•

Review grounds maintenance at housing estates and hospitals, and ensure
wildlife-friendly techniques are employed.

•

Produce and circulate information promoting the importance of gardens
for wildlife and providing advice on how to manage gardens to benefit
wildlife.

40

Newham Biodiversity
Study
Private Gardens,
Grounds and
Allotments HAP
March 2010
Key
Region

Habitats of interest
Allotments
Adjoining gardens land

Note: habiats of interest derived from
GLA habitat parcels, surveyed in 2001.

Scale 1:30000
Produced by Greenspace
Information for Greater London

Based upon the Ordnance Survey 1: 10 000 map with the
permission of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.
© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.
Licence No. 100019272 / 2010

Newham Biodiversity Action Plan

June 2010

Table 10: Menu of Actions
Each of the grey boxes relates to the five objectives of the Newham BAP listed on page five of this document.
Action

Targets action
contributes to15

Timescale

Delivery partners
(lead in bold)

Indicator

Objective 1: Protect Newham’s existing habitats and species.
Designate sites as SINCs where they meet
criteria (e.g. there are 11 Proposed SINCs
as yet undesignated in Newham).

POS1, POS6, BE3, BE5

Designate green corridors within Newham
and maintain through appropriate
conservation management and
development management.

POS1, RW6

Designate five new Local Nature Reserves.

POS11

Identify sites as a priority where habitat
creation measures can be implemented to
safeguard the streaked bombardier beetle
which may otherwise become extinct in
Newham (and Britain).

BE targets

Objective 2: Enhance areas which are lacking significant wildlife interest.
Adapt site management to compliment
existing areas of UK and London priority
habitats, and create new areas (e.g. by

POS1, POS2, POS3,
POS5, POS 11, RW1,
RW3, RW5, RW6, BE2,

15

POS = Public Open Space and Green Corridors HAP; RW = Rivers and Wetlands HAP; BE = Built Environment HAP; PG = Private Gardens, Grounds and Allotments
HAP.
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Action

Targets action
contributes to15

implementing habitat creation projects in
open spaces where it would enhance
ecological connectivity between important
SINC sites).

BE4, PG2.

Prioritise sites for biodiversity-focussed
management, based on findings of the GLA
habitat survey (2001) and habitat suitability
mapping (GiGL/ LBP). Prioritise those
sites which are of moderate quality at
present and those which are larger or act
as part of a habitat corridor or complex.

POS2, POS3, POS5,
RW1, RW3, RW5, PG3

Based on the habitat suitability mapping
undertaken by GiGL and the London
Biodiversity Partnership - undertake a
study to identify broad areas and specific
sites where London BAP Priority Habitats
can be created.

POS4, RW2, RW6, BE2,
BE4, PG2

Based on the number of rare and/or
threatened invertebrates in Newham;
targeted habitat enhancements should be
delivered at a number of key invertebrate
sites. See Newham Biodiversity Evidence
Base for a summary of the findings of the
Newham Invertebrate Inventory16
including identification of important areas

POS and BE targets.

16

Timescale

Delivery partners
(lead in bold)

Colin Plant Associates (2004). Invertebrate biodiversity in the London Borough of Newham. LBN Report number BS/955/04
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Targets action
contributes to15

Timescale

and important SINCs for invertebrates.
An example of a brownfield habitat
creation project targeting rare
invertebrates has been implemented in a
public park in the Lea Valley as part of the
Olympic BAP17.
Apply for funding for habitat creation and
enhancement from external sources
including the Forestry Commission and
Environmental Stewardship Scheme.

POS4, POS5, RW3, RW6

Promote retention and enhancement of
existing green space in the built
environment through the development
management process.

All targets

Review grounds maintenance at housing
estates and hospitals, and ensure wildlifefriendly techniques are employed.

All targets

Carry out an assessment of feasibility and
potential locations for installation of
habitat features for Key Species across the
Borough (e.g. sand martin towers, bee
hives, stag beetle buckets, kingfisher banks,
swift/bat/bird boxes, reptile and amphibian

All targets

17

Olympic Park Delivery Authority (October, 2008). Olympic Park Biodiversity Action Plan. ODA
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Targets action
contributes to15

Timescale

Delivery partners
(lead in bold)

Indicator

refugia).
Explore potential of current green space in
existing developments to be managed for
wildlife.

BE targets

Objective 3: Increase people’s access to wildlife in Newham.
Review available funding sources and parks
management practices in order to deliver
biodiversity and access enhancements to
Priority Parks in Newham (these have
been identified by the GLA – see
Newham’s Biodiversity Evidence Base
document).

Potentially multiple POS
targets.

Support and publicise Walk for Health and
other similar initiatives in the Borough
which aim to increase people’s use of
natural green spaces (e.g. Newham
Striders).
Objective 4: Promoting awareness of nature conservation, education and interpretation of Newham’s wildlife.
Draft developer guidelines requiring new
development at City Airport18 to
contribute to investment in biodiversity.

POS4 – 6 & RW1-6, BE2,
NE4, PG2, PG3

18

City Airport has requested that habitat creation is delivered away from the airport site due to safety concerns, particularly regarding bird strike. The Airport has
indicated that it would be willing to work with the Newham Biodiversity Partnership to facilitate and fund biodiversity improvements elsewhere in the Borough.
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Action

Targets action
contributes to15

Draft developer guidelines on biodiversity
including a requirement for any habitat lost
to development to be replaced.

POS4-10, RW1- 6 BE1-5,
PG1- 4

Work with ‘Friends of’ groups and
conservation volunteers to promote
positive management without the need for
significant additional funding.

POS1, POS2, POS3,
POS5, BE3, BE5,

Promote awareness-raising activities on
the benefits of wildlife habitats, including
outdoor events.

All targets

Circulate information (e.g. web-based or
leaflets) promoting the importance of
gardens and allotments for wildlife, and
how gardens can be enhanced for wildlife.
For example, a series of ‘how to’ leaflets.
This could be link with LWT’s Garden for
a Living London Campaign19.

PG1-4, RW4, BE1

Hold practical workshop for developers
offering guidance as to how habitat
enhancement measures can be delivered
to the built environment.

Most BE targets

Produce guidance on suitable species to
plant in parks, on streets and in new

All targets

19

Timescale

http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/Campaigns/GardenforaLivingLondon/tabid/162/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Targets action
contributes to15

Timescale

development (e.g. adapted to climate
change/ native varieties).
Objective 5: Improve the information base on wildlife in Newham.
Review gaps in species and habitats data
for Newham. This could be achieved by
centralising all biodiversity data held by
BAP partnership organisations and other
organisations who may hold biological
records (e.g. the Olympic Delivery
Authority) with GiGL. Based on this gap
analysis further survey projects could be
targeted based on need.

Data will inform
monitoring of success for
all HAP targets.

Aim to update GLA Habitat survey on a
ten yearly basis – the last GLA habitat
survey was in 2001. The survey should all
major open spaces in the Borough using
the methodology developed by the GLA.
Data for the previous survey is held by
GiGL.

POS1, POS2, POS3,
RW1, RW3, BE2, PG3

Determine number of public open spaces
(no just SINCs) which are already in
positive conservation management.

POS1, POS2, POS3

Work with GiGL to produce a baseline
estimate and map of private garden
coverage within the Borough. This should

All PG targets

47

Delivery partners
(lead in bold)

Indicator

Newham Biodiversity Action Plan

Action

June 2010

Targets action
contributes to15

Timescale

be monitored periodically to inform the
success of the HAPs targeting this habitat
type. It will also enable spatial targeting of
other actions targeting the PG HAP.
Undertake species monitoring projects for
a selected number of Key Species as
indicators of the state of wider wildlife
populations. Candidates may include
those which are wide-ranging and
dependent on a range of habitats (e.g. bats
or certain bird species) or those which are
relatively easy to monitor (e.g. butterflies,
dragonflies).

Data will inform
monitoring of success for
all HAP targets.

Undertaken ‘citizen science’ biological
recording projects such as ‘stag beetle
hunts’, ‘big garden bird watch’, ‘national
moth night’ etc. Data from these activities
could be submitted to GiGL.

Data will inform
monitoring of success for
all HAP targets.

Commission bespoke species surveys to
improve the number of biological records
for certain understudied groups (e.g.
reptiles, bats).

Data will inform
monitoring of success for
all HAP targets.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
•

BAP

Biodiversity Action Plan

•

BTCV

British Trust for Conservation Volunteers

•

GiGL

Greenspace Information for Greater London

•

HAP

Habitat Action Plan

•

Key Species

Species which are associated with one of the Priority
Habitats (above) and have been identified as rare,
threatened or locally valued.

•

LBN

London Borough of Newham

•

LBP

London Biodiversity Partnership

•

LNR

Local Nature Reserve

•

NBP

Newham Biodiversity Partnership

•

NERC

Natural Environment and Rural Communities
Act, 2006

•

Priority Habitat

Habitats listed on the UK BAP or London BAP which
will be maintained, enhanced and extended as a priority
of Newham’s Biodiversity Action Plan.

•

SINC

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation
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APPENDIX 1:
NEWHAM BIODIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP: MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS
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NEWHAM BIODIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP: MEMBER
ORGANISATIONS
• BTCV
• City of London Corporation – Epping Forest
• City of London Corporation – West Ham Park
• Environment Agency
• Friends of City of London Cemetery
• Friends of West Ham Park
• Groundwork
• Greenspace Information For Greater London (GiGL)
• Lee Valley Park
• London Biodiversity Partnership
• London Borough of Newham
• London Borough of Redbridge
• London City Airport
• London Swifts
• London Thames Gateway Development Corporation
• London Wildlife Trust
• Natural England
• Newham Conservation Volunteers
• Olympic Delivery Authority
• Thames 21
• URS/Ballymore Properties
• The Wren Conservation and Wildlife Group
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