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Councillor Introduction

Cllr Jonathan McShane, Cabinet Member for Health and Community Services
Cllr Sophie Linden, Cabinet Member for Crime, Sustainability and Customer Services
It gives us great pleasure to introduce the first Hackney Biodiversity Action Plan. This
document sets out the guiding principles of how Hackney Council and our partners
will work to protect and enhance the wildlife and natural environment of the
Borough. The Action Plan has been developed by the Council in collaboration with
the Hackney Biodiversity Partnership.
Hackney’s open spaces and structures provide homes for a range of common and
rare wildlife, including birds, bats and plants. The Biodiversity Action Plan is about
more than protecting our wildlife. Biodiversity contributes to our health and
wellbeing, provides places for us to enjoy and helps us to adapt to the threat of
climate change.
This Biodiversity Action Plan identifies the key issues for biodiversity and clearly sets
out how we will work to improve our open spaces and built environment. Working in
partnership we will raise awareness of the value of our biodiversity, ensure that our
green and open spaces are resources that all of our residents can enjoy and promote
the wider benefits that biodiversity can provide.
Hackney’s environment helps to define the Borough. It is important that we
continue to strive to protect and improve our biodiversity, responding to the needs
and aspirations of Hackney and its residents in the years to come.
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Section 1:
Biodiversity in Hackney
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Mabley Community Meadow c. Chris King

1.1 Introduction
Hackney is the greenest inner London borough, with more than 40% of our land
made up of parks, open spaces, gardens and other green areas. These areas provide
valuable spaces for wildlife and give people the chance to experience nature close at
hand. Hackney’s green spaces are already home to a number of important plants and
animals but there are many opportunities to create more spaces for wildlife and
improve the biodiversity of the borough.
In Hackney’s urban setting, much wildlife has adapted to and is now dependent on
the built environment, including houses, flats, offices, industrial sites and other
structures. For wildlife to thrive we need to ensure that we provide opportunities for
species to utilise our buildings and the spaces surrounding them.
Many people enjoy seeing wildlife and/or simply value the presence of open spaces.
There is increasing recognition of the role of biodiversity in the sustainability agenda
and the services it provides. In an urban area such as Hackney biodiversity plays a
vital role in cleaning our air, reducing the effect of the 'urban heat island' (the
warmer temperatures of cities, which creates a climate distinct from that of
surrounding areas) and helping to control water run-off and so reduce flooding. It
has been well documented that contact with the natural environment can improve
wellbeing, reduce stress and provide health benefits.
The Hackney Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) is a partnership document that outlines
the priorities for biodiversity in Hackney and sets out a programme of action to
improve biodiversity across the borough. The plan draws together a series of actions
that will ensure that best practice, policy and legislation are followed and Hackney’s
residents are provided with opportunities to experience the natural world in a very
urban environment.
The BAP has been produced by the Hackney Biodiversity Partnership (HBP) and coordinated by Hackney Council. It outlines how the public, private and voluntary
sectors will work together to deliver tangible results for biodiversity.
The focus and content of the BAP has been determined through ongoing consultation
with HBP in addition to a study of baseline data provided by Greenspace Information
for Greater London (GiGL). As a result the Hackney BAP will focus on the following
areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Built Environment
Homes and Housing
Parks and Green Spaces
School Grounds
Wetlands and Waterways
Woodland

Mabley Community Meadow c. Chris King

Blotched emerald moth at Abney Park Cemetery
c. Russell Miller
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1.2 What is Biodiversity?
Biodiversity is the term used to used to describe the variety of life on earth. This
includes all living things such as insects, birds, animals, plants and trees. It also
includes the habitats on which they depend and the ways in which they function
together.
Biodiversity is important for a number of reasons – it has innate value, people enjoy
it, and it provides a variety of services that are essential to life.

1.3 Why do we need a BAP?
Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) are recognised as the key mechanism for delivering
biodiversity conservation in the UK.
BAP Background and Hierarchy
UK BAP

London BAP

Hackney BAP

Neighbouring
BAPs

The UK BAPi was developed by the Government in response to the
1992 Convention on Biological Diversity. The UK BAP identifies
priority habitats and species for conservation across the UK.
The London BAP is coordinated by the London Biodiversity
Partnershipii and includes action plans for UK BAP habitats and
species present in London in addition to regional priorities.
Local BAPs address relevant UK and regional priorities and also focus
on species and habitats that are locally important or characteristic.
As such, the Hackney BAP has been informed by both the UK and
London BAPs in addition to local data analysis and extensive
consultation. The Hackney BAP outlines the priorities for biodiversity
in Hackney and sets out a programme of action to improve
biodiversity across the borough. The plan draws together a series of
actions that will ensure best practice, policy and legislation are
followed for the benefit of Hackney’s residents as well as our wildlife.
The Olympic Delivery Authority has produced a specific Olympic Park
BAPiii, including parts of Hackney. The Lee Valley Regional Park BAPiv
also covers areas within Hackney. The BAPs of neighbouring
boroughs are also relevant.

Having a BAP provides the framework for improving biodiversity in Hackney. The BAP
will:
•
•
•
•
•

Help us to achieve best practice
Fulfil statutory duties under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities
Act 2006
Contribute to relevant planning policies, as supported by the Hackney Local
Development Framework
Contribute to Hackney’s Sustainable Community Strategy
Contribute to the Hackney Parks Strategy 2008-2013.

-6-

1.4 Biodiversity Policy and Legislation
Local authorities have a number of statutory obligations in relation to biodiversity. As
a public body, Hackney Council is required to comply with the ‘Biodiversity Duty’ as
set out in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. For
local authorities this means that biodiversity should be considered in all aspects of
how the organisation functionsv.
Biodiversity Duty

Every public body must, in exercising its functions, have regard,
so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions,
to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.
There are also a number of pieces of policy and legislation relating to protected and
priority species and habitats, biodiversity enhancements, open spaces and
sustainability.

Main pieces of biodiversity policy and legislation relevant to Hackney

Hackney

Regional

National

European

Local Development Framework 2010. Core Strategy Policies:
12 Health and Environment
27 Biodiversity
24 Design
29 Water and Waterways
26 Open Space Network
31 Flood Risk
Sustainable Communities Strategy 2008-18 Priority 6
Planning Contributions SPD
Area Action Plans Dalston, Hackney Central, Hackney Wick, Manor House
Sustainable Design Supplementary Planning Document (tbc)
Public Realm Supplementary Planning Document (tbc)
The London Plan (July 2011)vi policies:
2.18 Green infrastructure
7.18 Protecting local natural space
5.3 Sustainable design and
and addressing local deficiency
construction
7.19 Biodiversity and access to
5.10 Urban greening
nature
5.11 Green roofs and development
7.21 Trees and woodlands
site environs
7.22 Land for food
5.12 Flood Risk Management
7.23 Burial Space
5.13 Sustainable drainage
7.28 Restoration of the Blue Ribbon
7.5 Public Realm
Network
7.17 Metropolitan Open Land
7.30 London ‘s Canal and other
Rivers and Waterspaces
Connecting with London’s nature: The Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy 2002
The East London Green Grid
Connecting Londoners with Trees and Woodlands: A Tree and Woodland
Framework for London 2005
Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006
Planning Policy Statement 9
ODPM Circular 06/2005 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation - Statutory
Obligations and their Impact Within the Planning System
Wildlife and Countryside 1981 (as amended)
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000
The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994
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1.5 The Benefits of Biodiversity
All organisms on the planet contribute to its biodiversity and all organisms, including
people, are dependent on the role that biodiversity plays in supporting life. For this
reason it is generally accepted that biodiversity has an innate value and conserving
the natural environment is the right thing to do. This is reflected through policies and
legislation designed to protect habitats and species as outlined in section 1.4, as well
as public support for conservation organisationsvii.
At a local level, many people in Hackney enjoy using our open spaces and
experiencing wildlife close at hand. This is demonstrated in the numbers of people
that visit our green spaces and are active in community, wildlife and user groups.
More importantly, biodiversity is integral to our lives and contributes to social,
economicviii and environmental objectives. For example:
•

•
•

•
•

•

Mental and physical
health and wellbeing
benefits associated
with accessing the
natural environment;
Cleaning our air;
Control of water runoff and reduction in
flooding;
Sense of place and
community pride;
Reduction of the ‘urban
heat island’ and climate
adaptation functions to
help Hackney adapt to
climate change;
An education and
engagement resource.

Mossborne Academy pupils at East Reservoir c. London Wildlife Trust

The Value of Urban Biodiversity
There can be a perception that foxes and pigeons are the only wildlife that thrives in
towns and cities. In reality, our urban areas provide homes for a range of wildlife
from common to nationally rare species.
•

•
•

Urban sites often have a wider variety of habitats and microclimates than the
countryside (rural areas) meaning there is a greater range of species diversity
in a small area.
Much of the ‘countryside’ is in fact intensively managed agriculture with
limited value for biodiversity.
Urban habitats such as brownfield sites can be incredibly valuable for insects;
585 species of invertebrate were recorded at one urban siteix.

The value of Hackney’s biodiversity is examined more fully in section 1.11.
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1.6 Biodiversity Benefits - Health and Wellbeing
Hackney’s Health
The Hackney Health Profile 2010x states that the health of people in Hackney is
generally poor. There are high levels of early death from heart disease and stroke.
There are particular concerns around children, with higher levels of obesity and
lower levels of physical activity than the national average. These health issues are
set against a background of deprivation, with almost 90% of people in Hackney
living in areas classified as amongst the most deprived in England.
5.1% of Hackney’s population receives Disability Living Allowance, which is slightly
higher than both the London and England levelsxi. Hackney also has higher than
average incidence of mental health conditions. It is estimated that at any one time,
one in six adults of working age experiences symptoms of mental illness that impair
their ability to function. A further sixth of the population have symptoms, such as
anxiety or depression that are severe enough to require health care treatment.
Primary Care dataxii suggests that 1.2% of the Hackney and City population live with
a severe long term mental health condition, higher than both the London (0.9%) and
national (0.7%) average. It is estimated that approximately 3,400 children in
Hackney have a mental health disorder.
Benefits of experiencing the natural environment
Growing medical evidence shows that access to the natural environment and
experiencing nature in the outdoors improves health and wellbeing, helps people
recover from illness and can help tackle obesity, coronary heart disease and mental
health problems. As such, Natural England has called for Local Authorities to use
contact with the natural environment to deliver their own social, economic and
environmental prioritiesxiii.
The Health and Wellbeing Profile for Hackney and the Cityxiv also notes the link
between environment and health and has called for:
• The provision and expansion of green spaces and amenities for physical
activities in order to make a significant contribution to building self-esteem,
physical and mental wellbeing, and identity.
• ‘Green’ activities involving a combination of physical activity and practical
conservation or gardening work such as allotments and ‘Green gyms’ to
benefit mental health.
Health and wellbeing benefits of
experiencing the natural
environment:
•
•
•
•
•

Reduced stress levels
It encourages people to be more
active
It helps people avoid getting ill
It helps people keep stable once
they have got an illness
People live longer if they live near
areas of green space

Opportunities to promote health
and the natural environment in
Hackney:
• Existing schemes such as
Hackney Walking Togetherxv can
be targeted towards the natural
environment.
• Physical conservation
volunteering should be
supported and expanded.
• Under-represented groups
should be encouraged to access
the natural environment.
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1.7 Biodiversity Benefits - Climate Change
Current modelling predicts that London’s climate will change dramatically, with
reductions in summer rainfall, increased incidence of heavy winter rainfall and an
increase in the number of very hot summer daysxvi. Climate change presents serious
challenges for the natural environment, which is exacerbated in urban areas such as
Hackney due to:
•
•
•

Amplification of climate change impacts (urban centres are hotter and
stormwater run-off is more intense);
Natural habitats and green spaces are more fragmented; and
Recreational pressures upon existing green spaces are more concentrated.

Role of Biodiversity
Biodiversity presents opportunities in regulating the climate, and appropriately
managed green space and habitats can play a role in ameliorating impacts of climate
change.

Reducing flood
risk

Reducing the
impact of the
urban heat
island

The London Climate Change Partnership has stated that
adaptation such as green space, green roofs, resistant and
resilient development permeable surfacing, and sustainable
drainage systems are essential for reducing London’s flood
riskxvii.
The ‘urban heat island’ describes the increased temperature of
urban air compared to the rural surroundings. The term ‘heat
island’ is used because warmer city air lies in a ‘sea’ of cooler
rural air. Urban greening, through increased tree cover,
more/better quality green space, and living roofs, cools urban
areas during hot weather and provides cooling green spaces for
people to use.

Climate Change Adaptation Measures
The ‘Creating Natural Resiliencexviii’ report from the London Climate Change
Partnership outlines climate change adaptation principles linked to biodiversity,
including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Punctuate new development with green spaces
Incorporate green roofs and green walls
Plant and manage deciduous trees in streets, public spaces and private
gardens to provide dense summer shade
Optimise the street width to allow for appropriate scale deciduous street trees
Urban greening – creating new and enhancing existing green spaces
Requiring the installation of sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS) and
permeable materials in new developments

These measures are applicable to Hackney and should be incorporated within the
BAP and all relevant strategies and policies.
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1.8 Biodiversity Benefits - Engagement and Education
Hackney is lucky to have a wealth of community-led activity and a thriving third
sector. A number of existing groups carry out biodiversity engagement projects,
including the Tree Musketeers, London Wildlife Trust, Hackney Tree Nursery, EcoActive and park user groups. Hackney Council has identified green learning,
volunteering and environmental activities as key actions in the Parks Strategy 20082013xix. The Council’s Leisure and Green Spaces service is now working on education
and volunteering projects for our parks and open spaces to push these initiatives
forward.
Children and Young People
Over 20% of Hackney’s school population has special educational needs, the most
common being behavioural, social and emotional difficulties. The term ‘nature deficit
disorder’xx has been used to link problems such as antisocial behaviour, mental
illness, learning difficulties, and physical conditions (such as high obesity and rickets)
with a lack of contact with the natural environment, particularly in urban areas.
Children today spend less time in natural places than previous generationsxxi and
there have recently been a number of campaigns to encourage more use of outside
spaces and natural habitats. Learning Outside the Classroomxxii promotes the benefits
of educational experiences in alternative settings such as school grounds and the
natural environment.
When young people learn outside
the classroom they:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

are exposed to new experiences
learn in different ways related to
their learning styles
are motivated to learn more and
feel positive about learning
become self-confident,
developing self-esteem and selfawareness
work collaboratively
improve communication skills
are healthier, and their sense of
well-being increases

Cockney Sparrow Project c. London Wildlife Trust

Volunteering and Physical Activity
Our green spaces provide a wide range of volunteering opportunities that enable our
urban population to experience nature. Green exercise is a term used for any
informal physical activity that takes place outdoors, from walking to gardening and
conservation projects. The main aim of green exercise projects is to increase levels
of physical activity and people's connections to their local green spaces.
Volunteering provides an important service to the community. Projects improve our
open spaces for everyone and often provide services that would otherwise not take
place. Volunteering projects bring communities together and encourage a sense of
pride in local spaces. It is important that this BAP builds on the existing good work
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being carried out and ensures that engagement opportunities are available across
Hackney’s diverse communities.

1.9 Hackney’s Communities
People
Hackney is well known for its diversity of people and cultures. Our 212,000 residents
come from every part of the world and there are large Turkish, Vietnamese, West
African and Jewish communities living side by side. It is estimated that around 100
languages are spoken in Hackney. Many households have another or main language
besides English, the most widespread of which are Turkish, Yiddish, French, Gujerati,
Bengali and Yorubaxxiii.
Census data shows that Hackney has
higher numbers of children and
young people and fewer older people
than average.

Age Group
0-19
20-64
65 +

Hackney
28.4%
62.3%
9.3%

London
24.9%
62.7%
12.4%

England
25%
59.1%
15.9%

Deprivation
Indices of Deprivation use small areas called Super Output Areas (SOAs) to assess
seven domains which relate to income deprivation, employment deprivation, health
deprivation and disability, education skills and training deprivation, barriers to
housing and services, living environment deprivation, and crime. The Indices of
Deprivation 2007xxiv found that Hackney was the second most deprived local
authority in England and 55% of Hackney’s 137 SOAs are in the top 10% most
deprived areas nationally.
Environmental Equity
The Government’s Diversity Reviewxxv found that four groups, all of which are
prevalent in Hackney, are under-represented in accessing the natural environment:
• disabled people;
• black and minority ethnic (BME) groups;
• young people;
• and residents of inner cities.
Across Hackney there are differences in the quality of public realm and the potential
to access the natural environment. Residents in the south and west of the borough
typically live in areas that have less green space. It is important to ensure that
Hackney’s diverse communities have access to the range of benefits that biodiversity
provides. Environmental justice and environmental equity are terms used to describe
equitable distribution of environmental benefits and burdens across all groups,
regardless of their demographics or location.
Areas of Deficiency in Access to Nature
Areas of Deficiency in Access to Nature (AOD) are those localities that are more than
one kilometre walking distance from a publicly accessible Borough or Metropolitan
SINCxxvi. Although Hackney has a number of good quality SINCs, there are still parts
of the borough where people do not live in close proximity to the natural
environment. Figure 4 highlights areas of AOD in red, showing that there is a
concentration in the south and west of the borough. As outlined in section 1.9,
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equality of access is a priority for this BAP. Hackney has taken the decision to focus
effort on the areas of AOD in order that access to nature is more equal for our
residents. This is reflected in the Hackney Core Strategy 2010xxvii.

Extract from Core Strategy Policy 27 - Biodiversity
The Council will protect, conserve and enhance nature conservation areas, in
particular in and around Dalston and Shoreditch for their biodiversity value, and
develop a local habitat network contributing to the wider Green Grid.

Opportunities
Actions should be promoted that
ensure all residents are offered
opportunities to access the natural
environment and experience the
benefits that it provides. These
need to address the range of
physical,
psychological
and
practical barriers that stop people
from accessing nature.
The Black Environment Network’s
Capturing
Richnessxxviii
report
contains examples of successful
projects led by BME groups
utilising the natural environment
including cultural projects, food
growing
and
practical
conservation work. The BAP
provides an opportunity for us to
use inventive means such as these
to engage with our diverse
communities and provide all our
residents with opportunities to use
and
enjoy
the
natural
environment.
Residents at Clapton Park Estate c. John Little

Group
People that live in areas
that are lacking in natural
environment (AOD)
People that do not feel
‘comfortable’ accessing the
natural environment or that
it is ‘not for them’
People that are not aware

Opportunities
• Create natural areas as part of new
developments, regeneration schemes and
public realm projects
• Ensure existing green spaces reflect the needs
of local communities
• Provide small scale enhancements near to
where people live
• Improve engagement and communication to

- 13 -

of the benefits of the
natural environment

ensure the ‘natural environment message’ is
relevant to peoples lives and communities

Figure 1: Areas of Deficiency in Access to Nature
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1.10 Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
BAPs are developed and delivered by partnerships of relevant stakeholders including
public bodies, the voluntary sector, land managers, experts and interested
individuals. In Hackney the BAP has been developed by the Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership (HBP) and co-ordinated by Hackney Council. The group has been
invaluable in developing the BAP and it is hoped this collaborative approach will
continue throughout implementation.
HBP was set up in 2009 with the aim of encouraging the conservation, maintenance
and enhancement of biodiversity within the borough and to act as a link between
Hackney Council and representatives from the community and voluntary sector. New
groups and individuals are always encouraged to get involved with HBP. We are
particularly keen to work with more community organisations to reflect the wealth of
diversity in Hackney. HBP works with the council to:
•
•
•
•

Develop and implement the Hackney Biodiversity Action Plan
Provide local expertise about parks and wildlife sites
Take part in biodiversity projects and events
Advise on biodiversity policies and strategies

http://www.hackney.gov.uk/hackney-biodiversity-partnership.htm

Current HBP partners
Abney Park Trust
Albion Square Residents
Association
Butterfield Green User Group
Cazenove Area Action Group
Clissold Park User Group
Cordwaines House Residents
Association

Groundwork

North London Steiner School

Growing Communities

Onefield

Hackney City Farm
Hackney Community
Environmental Project
Hackney Council

Open Dalston
Robin Hood Community
Garden
Sirens Crossing

Hackney Environment Forum

Sonshine Club

Cordwainers Garden

Hackney Harvest

Crabtrees
Downs Estate Management
Organisation (DEMO)
East and West Bank Nature
Reserve
Environment Agency

Hackney Homes

Stoke Newington Common
User Group
Talking Matters

Hackney Marshes User Group

The Learning Trust

Hackney Parks Forum

Transition Hackney

Lea Valley Federation
Lee Valley Regional Park
Authority

Tree Musketeers

Fairchilds Garden
Fevered Sleep

London Fields User Group

Friends of Homerton Station
Friends of Regents Canal

London Wildlife Trust
Loving Dalston

Garden Classroom

Mabley Green User Group

Grass Roof Company

Millfields User Group

- 15 -

UCL Urban Laboratory
Well Street Common User
Group
Wenlock Barn Estate
Wenlock Growing Kitchen
Plus 40 individuals not
affiliated to any group

Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
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1.11 Hackney’s Biodiversity
Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL)
GiGLxxix is London’s open space and biodiversity records centre; it collates, manages
and makes available detailed information on London’s wildlife, parks and other open
spaces. GiGL produced a biodiversity audit of Hackney in 2010 to establish a baseline
of habitats and species. This data reflects the records that have been submitted to
GiGL and there are therefore some gaps. One of the aims of this BAP will be to
record more accurately the biodiversity in Hackney, so that we may monitor it and
work more effectively to enhance it.
Designated Sites
Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) are areas protected through the
planning process that have been designated for their high biodiversity value.
Hackney has 24 SINCs owned by a variety of organisations, ranging from small parks
to large areas such as Hackney Marshes and our canals (see Appendix 1 and Figure
2). SINCs are categorised in to four levels in relation to their biodiversity value.
SINC categories
Sites of Metropolitan
Importance

The best examples of wildlife habitats in London selected as
the most important sites for biodiversity. They often contain
many rare plants and animals.

Sites of Borough
Importance

Important wildlife habitats at a borough level. These are split
into Borough Grade I and Borough Grade II.

Sites of Local
Importance

Smaller wildlife sites intended to ensure that everyone has
easy access to nature close to home.

Hackney Council report on the standard of SINC sites through the Single Data List
Requirements, a set of national indicators by which local government performance is
measured. This was previously done through National Indicator 197: Improved Local
Biodiversity, which monitored the active management of SINC sites and documented
evidence is required to show that the areas have been maintained, enhanced or
restored.
Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are places with wildlife or geological features that are
of special interest locally. They offer people special opportunities to study or learn
about nature or simply to enjoy it. LNRs are a statutory designationxxx and receive
protection through the planning system. Springfield Park and Abney Park are the two
LNRs in Hackney.
Natural England recommend that LNRs ought to be provided at the level of 1ha per
thousand population. In Hackney we have 26.11ha of LNR, which is 0.12ha per 1000
residents. Given our urban environment it would be difficult to achieve the Natural
England target during the duration of this plan. However it would be appropriate to
audit the current level of LNR provision and identify new sites for LNR designation.
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Figure 2: Hackney SINCs
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Habitats
Appendix 2 provides a snapshot of Hackney’s habitats from the 2010 biodiversity
audit provided by GiGL. Although the area of 532.06ha may seem high, a large
proportion of the total has limited value for biodiversity as shown in Figure 3. 45%
of the habitat is amenity grassland and 20% is bare artificial habitat. Although the
built environment and ‘open mosaic habitats’ can have significant value for
biodiversity, it is likely that this figure includes large areas of hardstanding within
parks and open spaces of limited value for biodiversity. This data shows us that there
is significant potential for biodiversity improvements on existing habitats.
Those habitats that are traditionally considered more ‘natural’, such as woodland and
neutral grassland, have more limited distributions. However the contribution of these
habitat pockets should not be underestimated as they provide a valuable biodiversity
resource within our urban environment.
Figure 3: Habitats in Hackney (as identified by GiGL audit 2010)

Priority Habitats from the London BAP are also present in Hackney, including:
• Built structures
• Parks and urban greenspaces (including churchyards and cemeteries)
• Private gardens
• Wasteland
In this BAP priority will be given to London Priority habitats present in Hackney as
well as those recognised as priorities in the London Plan. A table of London Regional
BAP Habitat Targets for 2020 is included in Appendix 3.
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Species
Appendix 2 provides a list of species groups found in Hackney, including protected
and priority species that have been recorded in the borough. Figure 4 shows that the
majority of records submitted have been for flowering plants. A large proportion of
these are from the GLA habitat surveyxxxi , carried out in 2001. Additional groups such
as the London Natural History Society (LNHS) are currently submitting all of their
data to GiGL meaning there will be more records for some groups, such as birds.
The data available represents the species records that have been submitted to GiGL
and does not represent an exhaustive assessment of species in Hackney. The data
will be used as a baseline for the BAP and helps us to identify gaps in our knowledge
and where to focus effort on recording.
Figure 4: Species Groups in Hackney (as identified by GiGL audit 2010)

The species audit has identified a number of protected and priority species in
Hackney including birds, butterflies, plants, mammals, amphibians and reptiles.
These are species that are recognised under the UK BAP, London BAP or protected
through legislation. The presence of protected and priority species will be used to
help inform the actions in this BAP.
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Species Case Study - Bats
Over the last century bat numbers have declined and many species are now rare.
Because of this all species of bat found in the UK are highly protected under national
and international law.

Nathusius’s Pipistelle at Springfield Park c. Junior Pierre

9 different species of bat have been recorded in Hackney:
•
•
•
•
•

Daubenton's Bat
Natterer's Bat
Lesser Noctule Bat
Noctule Bat
Nathusius's Pipistrelle

•
•
•
•

Soprano Pipistrelle
Common Pipistrelle
Brown Long-eared Bat
Vespertilionidae sp.

Bats use a range of habitats and structures across Hackney and this BAP aims to
ensure that bat conservation is at the forefront of our site management and planning
decisions.
More information is at: www.bats.org.uk
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1.12 Cross-Cutting Issues
Habitat Suitability
GiGL and the London Biodiversity Partnership (LBP) have produced a set of London
BAP Habitat Suitability Maps for nine priority habitatsxxxii. The maps identify areas,
which if used to create one or more of nine selected BAP priority habitats, would give
the best benefit to biodiversity in London. The maps are based on a data model
produced and hosted by GiGL for LBP’s Regional Delivery Framework. This data will
be used to inform any habitat creation opportunities in conjunction with this BAP.
Further information is available at:
http://www.gigl.org.uk/Resources/Habitats/tabid/107/Default.aspx.
Landscape Scale Ecology
Species and habitats do not follow borough boundaries and Hackney’s biodiversity
should be considered in the context of the wider landscape in which it sits. This
approach places greater emphasis on delivering biodiversity through landscape-scale,
habitat-based work and involves restoring, enhancing and creating habitats to better
meet the needs of species. Natural England is developing a Thames and Tributaries
‘Integrated Biodiversity Delivery Area’, which includes parts of Hackney and the Lea
Valley. Hackney Council will stay linked in to this project as it develops.
Factors Affecting Biodiversity
There are a number of factors that can impact on the ability of biodiversity to thrive
in our urban environment; these are addressed within the individual action plans
below. Factors include:
•
•
•
•

Development pressure
Recreational pressure
Air quality, water quality and
pollution
Use of herbicides and pesticides

•

•
•

Appropriate management of
habitats (linked to skills and
resources)
Invasive species
Public perception and support

Lighting
Lighting is sometimes installed in open spaces and the built environment for
recreation, sport and in some instances for safety reasons. However artificial lighting
can adversely impact on a number of species. Bats (see section 1.11) are known to
be particularly affected as lighting schemes can impact on their behaviour and ability
to survive. To minimise impacts all lighting scheme proposals should consider the
potential impacts on biodiversity, particularly for species that are protected through
legislation. Schemes in open spaces or near to woodlands, hedgerows and
waterways can be particularly harmful to biodiversityxxxiii. It may be possible to
minimise the potential impacts of lighting schemes by:
•
•
•
•

Only using lighting where it is really needed and ensuring levels are as low as
guidelines and Secure by Design principles allow.
Directing lighting to the area of need and not allowing light-spill.
Keeping lighting columns as short as possible to keep light at a low level.
Limiting the time lights are on to provide periods of darkness.

Further guidance on lighting design including details of different lamp types is
available from the Bat Conservation Trustxxxiv.
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Food Growing
There is increased interest in using our urban spaces for food growing projects. A
2010 review of local food growing for the Living in Hackney Scrutiny Commission
recommended supporting and promoting local food growing in Hackneyxxxv.
Food growing provides opportunities for a diverse range of groups to interact with
the natural environment. This includes schools, social housing tenants and underrepresented groups. Existing organisations such as Growing Communities and the
Hackney Allotments Society have well established sites. New groups are also
beginning to get involved, such as the Sunshine Club (for Orthodox Jewish children)
project at Springfield Park and Hackney Homes projects on housing estates.

Kennaway Estate Community Gardening Group c. Eleanor Johnson

The Hackney Biodiversity Partnership encourages food growing projects to follow
biodiversity principles such as minimising use of chemicals and incorporating plants
with biodiversity value, such as nectar-rich and berry-bearing plants. It is important
to ensure that locations for food growing projects do not have existing biodiversity
value (i.e. it is better to use an area of limited wildlife interest than an area with
scrub or meadow). There are several excellent examples where this has been
achieved locally, such as the Hackney Community Tree Nursery and Forest Garden.
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1.13 Funding Strategy
Throughout this BAP actions have been costed out and lead partners are identified.
This enables us to have a clear picture of the real costs and makes it easier to turn
around funding applications. It is understood that no additional funding will be
available to deliver this BAP and therefore the majority of actions will involve either
bids to external funders or changes to existing maintenance regimes.

Staff time

Volunteer time

GiGL SLA

Capital
investment

Ongoing
maintenance

Types of cost
The BAP is being led by Hackney Council officers and there will
be an element of staff time required to co-ordinate and
implement the actions. A range of partners will also have some
staff time costs associated with the BAP.
Volunteer time has been crucial to the development of the BAP
and will be essential for delivery. Existing groups will continue
to be involved and the Council are also developing a
volunteering programme for Parks to encourage more
individuals and businesses to get involved.
As outlined in section 1.11, GiGL data is essential for monitoring
biodiversity and therefore monitoring the success of the BAP.
The Council also uses a service level agreement (SLA) with GiGL
to input into a range of ongoing work, including planning policy
and development management. In 2010/11 the SLA was £2000.
These items require some up-front investment. They can
include species enhancements such as bird boxes or larger
projects such as habitat creation.
The cost of changing maintenance regimes or managing new
areas has been considered. In many instances changing
maintenance regimes will have a ‘zero-cost’ or may even make
savings. For example changing from a weekly grass cut to a
once a year meadow cut.

Potential Sources of Funding
Local
government
funds
Developer
contributions
(also known as
planning
contributions)
Agri-environment
schemes

Green funding
streams

Parts of the BAP will be funded from existing funding streams,
however the competition for this funding is likely to increase
over coming years so inventive approaches will be needed to
maximise opportunities from external funding.
Increased building density increases the pressure on existing
green space and biodiversity. Where new developments are
likely to impact on the natural environment, it may be
appropriate to secure developer contributions for biodiversity or
open space projects.
This has been investigated, however given the low proportion of
‘natural’ habitats in Hackney an Environmental Stewardship
Scheme is unlikely to be implemented.
External funding from local or national streams will be crucial to
delivery. Hackney Council is able to make applications to some
streams, however others are only available to voluntary and
community groups. A list of potential funders is included as
Appendix 4.
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1.14 Monitoring and Delivery
Overall delivery
Lead partners from the public, private and voluntary sectors have been identified to
oversee the delivery of individual actions. Overall co-ordination of the BAP will be led
by Hackney Council.
Delivery through the planning system
The BAP will be used to inform the Hackney Council planning process. It will be
referenced in the Development Management Development Plan Document (DPD),
which forms part of the Council’s Local Development Framework (LDF). This means
the BAP will have the equivalent status of a supplementary planning document
(SPD).
Developers will be required to show how they are contributing to the Hackney BAP
as part of their planning application. Further information for planners and developers
is available in:
•
•

Hackney Advice Note: Biodiversity Validation and Biodiversity Assessment and
Hackney Advice Note: Biodiversity and the Built Environment

BARS
The BAP will be monitored using the Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS).
BARS is the UK’s BAP reporting system and includes information about national and
local BAPs. Further information is available at http://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/.
GiGL
As outlined in section 1.11, GiGL is London’s open space and biodiversity records
centre and provides the most comprehensive source of data. All species and habitat
data generated through the BAP will be passed to GiGL. Specific recording efforts will
be made for certain species groups known to be under-recorded in the borough.
GiGL data will be used to provide monitoring information on the success of the BAP.
GiGL will provide annual audits that enable us to compare biodiversity information to
the 2010 baseline.
Reporting
Hackney Council will produce an annual report to highlight the progress of the BAP.
This will review the actions that have occurred and any changes that have been
made.
Review
The Hackney BAP will be formally reviewed in 2016.

- 25 -

1.15 Hackney Biodiversity Vision
Hackney Biodiversity Vision
To ensure that the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity is integral to
actions of organisations and individuals across Hackney.
To promote the value and importance of biodiversity in Hackney, both for its
innate value and for the range of services it provides us.
To provide equitable access to biodiversity and the natural environment.

This vision will be worked towards by implementing the actions contained within the
following action plans:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Built Environment
Homes and Housing
Parks and Green Spaces
School Grounds
Wetlands and Waterways
Woodland

Community engagement at Mabley Meadow c. Chris King
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Section 2:
Habitat Action Plans
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Stoke Newington Reservoirs c. Mark Pearson

2.1 Built Environment Habitat Action Plan

View from Homerton Station wildflower meadow c. Fran Monks

Vision
The Built Environment HAP seeks to:
•

Increase the quantity and quality of biodiversity enhancements in Hackney’s
built environment in order to provide a significant contribution to the
borough’s biodiversity

•

Ensure the built environment contributes to the green infrastructure of
Hackney and the benefits this provides including
o public enjoyment, accessibility and health and wellbeing
o ecosystem services such as climate change adaptation, flood
alleviation and air quality improvements

•

Raise awareness of the value of biodiversity in the built environment and the
potential for further enhancements
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Scope
For the purposes of this HAP, the built environment includes:
•

Biodiversity enhancements on new developments, regeneration projects or
renovations, including:
o Provision of green space within new developments (private gardens
and public/shared green space)
o Ecological landscaping and habitat creation
o Living roofs and walls
o Artificial nesting and roosting sites
o Sustainable urban drainage systems (SuDS) and rainwater collection

•

Streetscene and public realm, including street trees, hedges and verges

•

Green corridors and links

•

Open mosaic habitat on previously developed land

Background
Hackney’s wildlife is dependent on the built environment as well as our network of
green spaces. Structures such as houses, flats, offices and industrial sites can
provide opportunities for species to thrive, such as swift and bats. Living roofs and
sensitive landscaping schemes can support a range of insect and plant species as
well as the rare black redstart (see section 1.11).
Development across Hackney is likely to be significant over the next decade due to
our position as an Olympic host borough, a City fringe borough, and the location for
major physical regeneration. This development should be managed in such a way
that opportunities for biodiversity enhancements such as living roofs are maximised
whilst providing sustainable homes and facilities. Planners and community groups will
have a key role to play, ensuring that development provides positive enhancements
for biodiversity.
Our public realm also has a key role to play. Street trees and verges provide a
pleasant environment whilst providing shading, green links and corridors for wildlife.
These links between public and private space can make a significant contribution to
biodiversity whilst bringing nature close to where people live.
Areas of open mosaic habitat on previously developed land (similar to wasteland or
brownfield habitat) can be valuable for species which have adapted to urban
environments. This habitat often occurs in vacant development plots and is therefore
a transitional habitat which should inform any future development scheme on a site.
Value
Given the urban nature of Hackney, the value of our built environment for
biodiversity is considerable. The provision of habitat and resulting biodiversity is vital
for both wildlife and the human population. Benefits of having biodiverse green
infrastructure include:
•

Improved health and wellbeing (see section 1.6)
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•
•
•

Proximity to the natural environment and public open space
Climate change adaptation such as flood alleviation and cooling urban heat
islands (see section 1.7)
Provision of green links and corridors for wildlife.

Definitions from Hackney Core Strategy 2010:
Green Links: These are areas of linked but separate open spaces and the footpaths
between them. They are accessible to the public and provide way-marked paths, and other
pedestrian and cycle routes, therefore does cover green links which may not be green.
Green Corridors: This refers to relatively continuous areas of open space leading through
the built environment, which may be linked and may not be publicly accessible. They may
allow animals and plants to be found further into the built up area than would otherwise be
the case and provide an extension to the habitats of the sites they join.

Current Status
The GiGL data audit does not include data on built environment habitats therefore
HBP will seek to determine a baseline in 2012.
The London Plan habitat targets for 2020 state that 185ha of open mosaic habitat on
previously developed land should be maintained. This target should be used to
inform the redevelopment of brownfield land so that important elements of this
habitat are incorporated into development proposals.
The following protected and priority species have been recorded in Hackney and are
known to use the built environment for some or all of their life-cycle:
• Black redstart
• House sparrow
• Common starling
• Bats
Factors Affecting the Built Environment
The main factor affecting the built environment is development pressure. New
developments can reduce the area of brownfield/wasteland habitat. Redevelopment
projects can reduce the ability of structures to provide homes for species, such as
swift and bats, as they remove gaps and crevices. However, there are a number of
positive steps that if implemented could work to increase the value of the built
environment for biodiversity. The Hackney Core Strategy 2010 places increased
emphasis on biodiversity enhancements and there is additional advice available to
developers about incorporating biodiversity into designs (see Appendix 5). External
agencies such as Natural England and the London Wildlife Trust are working with
Hackney Council to promote initiatives such as Design for Biodiversityxxxvi .
The main opportunities for providing biodiversity enhancements in Hackney are:
•
•
•
•

Biodiversity enhancing landscaping
Installation of artificial nesting and roosting sites
Living roofs and walls
Sustainable drainage systems (SUDS)

Further advice is available in the Hackney Advice Note: Biodiversity and the Built
Environment (see Appendix 5).

- 30 -

Living roof in central London c. livingroofs.org

Species Case Study – Black redstart
The black redstart (Phoenicurus ochruros) is a small robin-sized bird that has
adapted to live at the heart of towns and cities. The birds use areas of ‘wasteland’
vegetation for feeding – they are sometimes referred to as ‘bomb site birds’ because
they used to frequent these sites
after World War II. Because of their
specialist requirements there are
only about 100 pairs of black redstart
in the UK, however the species has
been recorded in Hackney.
As cities are regenerated and tidied
up there are fewer brownfield areas
for the birds to use. However, black
redstart habitat requirements can be
met through appropriately designed
mitigation as part of the planning
process such as living roofs.
Further information is at:
www.blackredstarts.org.uk

Black redstart c. J. Lawrence
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Built Environment Flagship Species
Flagship species have been selected as examples of species that people may
recognise and be able to relate to. Target species are those that may be less well
known but important to the biodiversity of Hackney. Some target species have been
recorded in Hackney whilst others will be encouraged through appropriate actions
and management. Both target and flagship species will be addressed through the
BAP and are considered as Hackney Priority Species.

Flagship Species

Description

Swift
(Apus apus)

Medium sized aerial bird. Summer visitor, spends
winters in Africa. Breed in eaves and gables.
At least 9 species of bats are known to live in
Hackney in our built environment and open spaces.
All species of bat are protected through legislation
due to declines in their population (see species case
study on page 21).

Bats

Target Species
Black redstart
(Phoenicurus ochruros)
Hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna)
Small-leaved lime
(Tilia cordata)
Red-belted clearwing
(Synanthedon
mycopaeformis)
Large ranunculus
(Polymixi flavincincta)

Description
Small robin-sized bird. Adapted to live in the heart
of industrial and urban centres. Fewer than 100
breeding pairs in the UK (see species case study on
page 31).
Shrub or small tree found in hedgerows and
woodland. Provides food for more than 150 different
insect species.
Native tree that can be an indicator of ancient
woodland. The flowers attract a large number of
insects.
Nationally scarce moth. The larvae live under the
bark of old fruit trees, especially apple (Malus).
Moth species found on wasteland habitats. Flies in
autumn.

Red-belted clearwing
c. Matthew Gandy

Large ranunculus
c. Matthew Gandy
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Built Environment Targets and Actions
Target 1:
Maintain the current extent of built environment habitat from a baseline of
2012 and monitor changes
Action

Target
Date
2012

1. Collate baseline of the current
biodiversity value of the built
environment, including:
- area of living roof
- area of open mosaic habitat on
previously developed land (UK BAP
habitat) xxxvii
- number of street trees
- other habitat within the built
environment e.g. hedges

Lead
Partner
BO

Other
Partners
HI
PP
GiGL

Cost
Staff
time
Share
of GiGL
SLA

2. Maintain the extent of living roofs in
Hackney from 2012 baseline. Annual
monitoring to occur in conjunction with
GiGL and livingroofs.org.

Ongoing
(annual)

BO

GiGL
LR
DM

Staff
time

3. Maintain the extent of open mosaic
habitat on previously developed land in
Hackney (NB this is likely to be
addressed in part through habitat
creation and part living roof provision
due to the planning principle to reduce
brownfield land in Hackney).

Ongoing
(annual)

BO

DM

Staff
time

4. Developers advised that all
biodiversity survey data should be made
available to Greenspace Information for
Greater London (GiGL), the London
Records Centre, to assist in key
principle of PPS9 (Biodiversity and
Geological Conservation) by building up
the data base of up-to-date ecological
information.

Ongoing
(annual)

BO

DM
GiGL

Staff
time

5. Record the number and species of
street trees that are planted as part of
the Mayor of Hackney’s street tree
programme.

Ongoing
(annual)

Share
of GiGL
SLA
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HI

Staff
time

Target 2:
Increase the quantity and quality of biodiversity enhancements in the built
environment in Hackney. This will include:
• provision of green space of biodiversity value
• provision of living roofs
• artificial nesting/roosting sites
Action

Target
Date
Ongoing

Lead
Partner
DM

Other
Partners
BO
SD

Cost

2. ALL planning applications to be
screened with the Hackney Planning
Validation Checklist and provide ecological
statements and enhancements as
required.

Ongoing

DM

BO
SD

Staff
time

3. ALL developments, where appropriate,
to include green space of biodiversity
value (including ecological landscaping or
habitat creation) as per the guidance
provided in the Hackney Advice Note
Biodiversity and the Built Environment
(see Appendix 5). This could include both
private and shared spaces.

Ongoing

DM

BO
SD

Staff
time

4. ALL new developments to include living
roofs and walls if feasible. 80% of
appropriate roof space (i.e. flat or gently
sloping, excluding industrial plant) should
have living roofs installed to the standard
set out by Hackney Council.

Ongoing

DM

BO
SD

Staff
time

Ongoing

DM

BO
SD

Staff
time

1. ALL developments and regeneration
projects should address biodiversity
matters in line with London Borough of
Hackney policy and guidance and all
other relevant policy and legislation (as
outlined in section 1.4).

Staff
time

Design should be in line with the London
Living Roofs and Walls Technical
Reportxxxviii , the Environment Agency
Green Roof Toolkitxxxix and the GRO Green
Roof Codexl.
5. ALL major and minor developments
should incorporate nesting or roosting
sites for relevant species of birds and bats
in line with Hackney Council guidance
(see Appendix 5). Preference should
always be given to ‘built-in’ features such
as roosting bricks.
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6. ‘Planning contributions'
to be secured towards biodiversity
enhancements in ALL cases where they
are not provided on site. NB the first
priority will always be to provide
appropriate enhancements on site in line
with Hackney biodiversity policy and
Planning Contributions SPD.

Ongoing

DM

BO
SD

Staff
time

7. All residential development should
achieve a minimum of 50% of the
Ecology Credits from the Code for
Sustainable Homes. Major non-residential
developments should achieve a minimum
of 50% of the Ecology Credits under
BREEAM or equivalent scheme.

Ongoing

DM

BO
SD

Staff
time

8. Hold one seminar each year for
planners/developers/architects to raise
awareness of ‘Design for Biodiversity’ and
biodiversity in the built environment to
embed biodiversity in day-to-day work
and processes.

Ongoing
(annual)

BO
LWT

£500*

9. Produce a guidance note on
biodiversity in the built environment for
planners, developers and architects.

2012

BO

Staff
time

* Action dependent on funding availability
Target 3:
Increase the extent and quality of green corridors and green links to
contribute to green infrastructure and promote public access to the
natural environment. This will include:
• 1000 street trees
• 500 metres of native hedge
Action
1. ALL developments to demonstrate
how they will enhance biodiversity
and contribute to green infrastructure
in line with the Hackney Advice Note
Biodiversity and the Built
Environment (see Appendix 5).
2. ALL Area Action Plan documents to
include reference to green
infrastructure and biodiversity.

Target
Date
Ongoing

Lead
Partner
DM

Other
Cost
Partners
BO
Staff time
HI

Ongoing

AAP

BO
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Staff time

3. Increase tree cover in the built
environment in line with the Mayor of
Hackney’s manifesto commitment to
plant 1000 street trees between 2010
and 2014.

2014

HI

GiGL

Staff time

4. Increase planting opportunities for
large trees through appropriate
design of developments and
foundations. 30% of trees to be
planted to be large species trees.

Ongoing

DM
HI
SD

VCS

Staff time

5. Establish a programme of tree
maintenance and care to increase the
success rate of tree planting
schemes. Replace trees where
necessary due to damage or disease,
in line with the forthcoming Hackney
Tree Policy.

2012

HI
DM

VCS

Staff/
Volunteer
time

6. 500 metres of native hedge to be
planted along green corridors and
green links.

2017

HI

BO
VCS

Staff/
Volunteer
time

Share of
GiGL SLA

(£2,500 for plants, £4,000 labour)

£6,500*

7. 20% of verge to be managed for
biodiversity through changes to
mowing regimes and planting
schemes.

2017

8. Promote access to/along green
links to encourage access to the
natural environment for health and
wellbeing.

2013

HI

BO

Staff time
Cost
dependent
on scheme

* Action dependent on funding availability
Partners
AAP – Hackney Area Action Plan Team
BO – Hackney Biodiversity Officer
DM – Hackney Development Management
GiGL – Greenspace Information for Greater London
HI – Hackney Highways Inspectorate
LGS – Hackney Leisure and Green Spaces
LR – livingroofs.org
LWT – London Wildlife Trust
PP – Hackney Planning Policy
SD – Hackney Sustainability and Design
VCS – Voluntary and community sector
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BO

LGS
HI

Staff time

2.2 Homes and Housing Habitat Action Plan

Clapton Park Estate c. John Little

Vision
The Homes and Housing HAP seeks to:
•

Protect the biodiversity resource provided by gardens and residential estates

•

Increase the area of gardens and residential estates being managed
sensitively for biodiversity

•

Raise awareness of the importance of gardens and residential estates for
biodiversity and encourage resident involvement in shared spaces
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Scope
For the purposes of this HAP, ‘homes and housing’ includes:
•

Green space within social housing and residential estates

•

Private gardens

•

Biodiversity enhancements on residential buildings, including:
o Artificial nesting and roosting sites
o Retro-fitted living roofs and walls (for example on residential/garage
roofs or sub-stations)

Background
Land around homes provides people’s closest access to green space and the natural
environment. The ‘Nature Nearby: Accessible Natural Greenspace Guidance’xli
produced by Natural England states that in the majority of cases people’s contact
with nature takes place in local neighbourhoods.
Enhancements to the management of gardens and estates can significantly increase
the experience provided by open space and create areas for wildlife. This could
include:
• Relaxing grassland management to allow areas to grow long
• Clusters of shrubs and trees
• Hedges and ‘edge’ habitat
• Ponds and wetland features
• Log piles and nesting sites
Value
‘A Natural Estate’xlii was commissioned by Natural England on behalf of the
Neighbourhoods Greenxliii project. The document highlights the importance of green
spaces for the residents of social housing and provides advice on design and
management of those spaces. It suggests that encouraging wildlife onto housing
estate spaces can bring multiple benefits:
•
•
•
•

Improvements to quality of life from being able to see aspects of the natural
world ‘on their doorstep’
Providing solutions to estate management problems, for example poor
drainage
Making potential savings in grounds maintenance budgets through adopting
less intensive management regimes
Provide opportunities to empower residents to gain new skills, become
involved in the care of their estate, and/or strengthen community cohesion.

Food growing is a good first-step to encourage people to access the natural
environment on their doorstep (see section 1.12). In addition, green space in
gardens and social housing contributes to the benefits provided by a network of
green infrastructure such as climate change adaptation (see section 1.7) and health
and wellbeing benefits (see section 1.6).
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Current Status
The table below shows that more than 50% of households in Hackney rent from
social landlords/registered providers; significantly higher than both the London
(26.2%) and England (19.3%) levels. Approximately 75% of dwelling space is made
up of flats, maisonettes or apartments, compared to 49% in London and just under
20% in Englandxliv. This suggests that properties in Hackney have a lower proportion
of private green space than elsewhere in the country.
Household Tenure Information
(Taken from Census 2001: Key Statistics for LB Hackneyxlv)
Household
Total number of households
Owns outright (%)
Owns with a mortgage or loan (%)
Shared ownership (%)
Rented from the Council (%)
Rented from a housing association /
registered social landlord (%)
Rented from a private landlord or letting
agency (%)
Rented from other (%)

Hackney
86,042
10.0
20.6
1.5
30.7
20.1

London
3,015,997
22.1
33.5
1.0
17.1
9.1

England
20,451,427
29.2
38.9
0.7
13.2
6.1

14.7

14.3

8.8

2.5

2.9

3.2

The Hackney Open Space Assessment (2004) identified 86 ha of ‘amenity green
space’, which was defined as ‘green spaces in and around housing areas, large
landscaped areas, and domestic gardens’. This accounts for approximately 18% of
open space in Hackney.
The following protected and priority species recorded in Hackney could use homes
and housing for some or all of their life-cycle:
•
•
•
•

Black redstart
Common starling
House sparrow
Dunnock (Hedge accentor)

•
•
•
•

Song thrush
Spotted flycatcher
Bats
Small heath butterfly

Further information on the biodiversity resource provided by gardens and social
housing will be collated throughout the life of this BAP.
Factors Affecting Homes and Housing
There can be constraints to providing biodiversity enhancements to estates, such as
competing demands for land use and apprehension from residents about wildlife.
Their concerns are understandable, particularly where people have not had
opportunities to experience the natural environment. It is crucial that any biodiversity
project in social housing areas includes awareness raising and consultation with
residents.
A lack of awareness of the importance of gardens and social housing for biodiversity
can lead to them being overlooked as a resource. The key issue is how the spaces
are managed and ensuring that methods are sensitive to biodiversity. This needs to
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be addressed through engagement with both private residents and maintenance
contractors.
The loss of green space on estates has been addressed through the Hackney Core
Strategy Policy 26: Open Space Network, which presumes against the loss of shared
spaces on residential estates. The paving over of private gardens has a negative
impact on biodiversity and can also impact on water run-off and localised flooding, as
noted in the London Assembly report ‘Crazy Paving: the environmental importance of
London’s front gardens’xlvi.
Homes and Housing Flagship Species
Flagship species have been selected as examples of species that people may
recognise and be able to relate to. Target species are those that may be less well
known but important to the biodiversity of Hackney. Some target species have been
recorded in Hackney whilst others will be encouraged through appropriate actions
and management. Both target and flagship species will be addressed through the
BAP and are considered as Hackney Priority Species.
Flagship Species

Description

Hedgehog
(Ericaneus europaeus)
House sparrow
(Passer domesticus)

Native mammal with distinctive spines. Can be found in
gardens. UK BAP species due to recent declines.
Small bird that often feeds and breeds near to people.
Declined nationally.

Target Species

Description

House martin
(Delichon urbica)
Common starling
(Sturnus vulgaris)
Swallow tail moth
(Ourapteryx sambucaria)
Small tortoiseshell
(Aglais urticae)
Honeysuckle
(Lonicera periclymenum)
Hairy footed flower bee
(Anthophora plumipes)

Small bird that spends much of its time flying collecting
insect prey. Usually builds a mud nest below eaves of
buildings. Spends winter in Africa.
Bird slightly smaller than a blackbird with a short tail
and glossy green/purple sheen. Often found in large
flocks in city centres, however declining nationally.
Pale moth with a wingspan of 4-5cm. The larvae feed
on a number of trees and shrubs, but prefer ivy (Hedera
helix).
Butterfly with orange and yellow uppersides.
Widespread in gardens but has suffered recent declines.
Climbing plant native to the UK. The pink/white flowers
attract bumblebees, butterflies and moths. Birds eat the
berries.
Solitary bee with characteristic ‘hairy’ feet. Lives in a
single nest rather than a shared nest like honey bees.

Swallow tail moth c. Matthew Gandy
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Homes and Housing Targets and Actions
Target 1:
Maintain the current biodiversity resource provided by gardens and social
housing from a baseline of 2012 and monitor changes
Action
1. Collate baseline of the current
biodiversity value of social housing
green space and private gardens,
including:
- area of different habitats
- number of trees
- associated species

Target
Date
2012

Lead
Other
Partner Partners
BO
GiGL
HH

Cost
Staff
time
Share of
GiGL SLA

2. ALL planning applications affecting
green space in social housing should
result in no net loss of biodiversity (in
line with Hackney Core Strategy
Policy 26 and 27).

Ongoing

DM

BO
HH

Staff
time

3. Development schemes should
avoid use of hard standing in private
gardens where this would result in
loss of green space (except for
proposals that fall within the General
Permitted Development order i.e.
hard surfacing in front gardens that
does not exceed 5m2).

Ongoing

DM

BO

Staff
time

4. Run at least one session with
planners regarding the policy and
legislation associated with private
gardens and green space on estates.

2013

BO

VCS

Staff
time

5. Encourage three social
landlords/registered providers to
adopt biodiversity management
principles in their green space
maintenance contracts.

2017

HBP

BO
VCS
HH
SL

Staff/
volunteer
time

6. Run a wildlife recording campaign
with local residents focusing on the
biodiversity of gardens and social
housing.

2012

HBP
GiGL

BO
VCS
HH
SL
GRC

Staff/
volunteer
time
Share of
GiGL SLA
£1,000*

- 41 -

7. Record all habitat creation and
species enhancements on social
housing estates and submit
appropriate data to GiGL.

Ongoing
(annual)

HH
SL
GRC

BO

Staff/
volunteer
time
Share of
GiGL SLA

* Action dependent on funding availability
Target 2:
Increase the biodiversity value of social housing and private gardens and
increase Hackney residents’ contact with the natural environment.
This will include:
• 200m2 of ecological landscaping and habitat creation
• 150 artificial nesting/roosting sites
Action

Target
Date
2012

Lead
Partner
HBP

Other
Cost
Partners
BO
Staff/
volunteer
time

2. Contact all social housing providers
in Hackney to promote ‘Natural
Estate’ concepts and encourage them
to make their residents aware.

2013

HBP

BO

Staff/
volunteer
time

3. Plant 200 m2 of biodiversity
enhancing planting in social housing
estates in consultation with estate
residents. Planting schemes should be
planted as per Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership guidance (see Appendix
6).

2017

HH
SL

BO
GRC

Staff time

4. 20% of grassland in social housing
estates to be managed for
biodiversity by meadow/wildflower
creation and/or leaving areas of long
grass. Grasslands and meadows
should be created and managed as
per Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
guidance (see Appendix 6).

2017

5. Install and maintain 20 nest boxes
per year (100 total) in social housing
sites in consultation with estate
residents as per Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership guidance (see Appendix
6).

2017

1. Identify the key ‘Natural Estate’
approaches suitable for Hackney
(bearing in mind local conditions such
as thin soil over rubble).

£10,000*

HH
SL

BO
GRC

Staff time
Maintenance
changes
likely to be
cost neutral.
Meadow
creation
c.£15m2.*

HH
SL

BO
GRC

Staff/
volunteer
time
£2,000*
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6. Install and maintain 5 bat boxes
per year (25 total) in social housing
sites in consultation with estate
residents as per Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership guidance (see Appendix
6).

2017

HH
SL

BO
GRC

Staff/
volunteer
time

7. ALL new developments of social or
private housing should provide
appropriate extent of open space
(public or private) in line with
Hackney and regional policyxlvii. This
space should be green wherever
possible.

Ongoing

DM

BO

Staff time

8. Collate and publicise existing best
practice on wildlife gardening and
biodiversity enhancements.

2012

HBP

BO

Staff/
volunteer
time

9. Work with Hackney Tree Officers to
investigate the use of Tree
Preservation Orders on trees of
biodiversity value.

2013

HBP
SD

BO
CT

Staff/
volunteer
time

£550*

* Action dependent on funding availability
Partners
BO – Hackney Biodiversity Officer
CT – Crabtrees
DM – Hackney Development Management
GRC – Grass Roof Company
GiGL – Greenspace Information for Greater London
HBP – Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
HH – Hackney Homes
LWT – London Wildlife Trust
SD – Hackney Sustainability and Design
SL – Social Landlords
VCS – Voluntary and community sector
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2.3 Parks and Green Spaces Habitat Action Plan

Well Street Common c. Eleanor Johnson

Vision
The Parks and Green Spaces HAP seeks to:
•

Monitor, maintain and increase the biodiversity resource provided by parks
and green spaces through appropriate site maintenance and biodiversity
enhancements

•

Ensure parks and green spaces contribute to a network of green
infrastructure in Hackney

•

Promote the importance of parks and green spaces in providing opportunities
for access to the natural environment for Hackney’s residents
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Scope
For the purposes of this HAP, ‘parks and green spaces’ includes:
•

Public green spaces that are open to the public:
o Council parks
o Community gardens

•

Sacred spaces:
o Places of worship
o Cemeteries

Background
Hackney’s wealth of parks and green spaces is often cited as one of the borough’s
best assets. The Council manage 62 parks, ranging from small pocket parks to large
areas such as Hackney Marshes. In 2010 Hackney Council was awarded 12 Green
Flag Awardsxlviii, the benchmark national standard which recognises the best green
spaces. The management of Hackney’s parks is directed by the Hackney Parks
Strategy 2008-13, which identifies seven priorities including biodiversity:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Children and Young People
Planning for the future
Conservation and biodiversity
Tree Preservation and Management
Activities and Events
Feeling Safe
Green Corridor

There are a number of community led initiatives where local people have taken on
the management of a space. An example is the Dalston Eastern Curve Gardenxlix
which won a 2010 Hackney Design Award.
Sacred spaces provide pockets of green space within our urban environment.
Grounds surrounding places of worship and cemeteries are often accessible to the
public and provide relatively undisturbed areas for wildlife.
Value
Hackney has approximately 106.4 people per hectare, making us the third most
densely populated borough in the countryl. Although we have a large amount of
green space, the population density and lack of private outside spaces mean that
public parks play a vital role.
The value of parks and green spaces for biodiversity varies enormously depending on
their habitats and features and the way they are managed. Parks have to fulfil
various functions and must provide space for sport, recreation and relaxation as well
as habitats for wildlife. The key message within this action plan is that the best parks
are those that provide multifunctional green space, where biodiversity is integral to
management across a park rather than isolated to a wildlife area in the corner of a
site.
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The importance of having biodiverse parks and green spaces relates back to the
need for and benefits of biodiversity including health and wellbeing (see section 1.6),
climate change adaptation (see section 1.7) and public enjoyment. Parks also have a
particular value for education and engagement, providing a free resource for all in
the community.
Current Status
The Hackney Core Strategy 2010 states that we have 467ha of open space, of which
381ha is parks and green spaces (including sacred spaces). Many of our parks have
defined areas for biodiversity and there has been significant progress over recent
years. However, the GiGL data shows that over 90% of grassland in Hackney is
managed for amenity rather than biodiversity meaning that there is huge potential
for further improvements.
This action plan does not include wooded areas or waterbodies in parks as they are
dealt with in other action plans. The main habitat types present in the GiGL audit
that will be found in parks are amenity grassland, neutral grassland and hedges.
There is also a small area of acid grassland at Springfield Park. Additional biodiversity
value is provided by herbaceous beds, shrubs and enhancements such as log piles
and nesting sites.
The following protected and priority species recorded in Hackney could use parks
and green spaces for some or all of their life-cycle:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Native black poplar
Wall bedstraw
European turtle dove
Sky lark
Dunnock (Hedge Accentor)
Song Thrush
Spotted flycatcher
Common starling
House sparrow

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

White-letter hairstreak
Wall butterfly
Small heath butterfly
Hedgehog
Bats
Common toad
Stag beetle
Grass snake

Factors Affecting Parks and Green Spaces
Hackney’s parks and green spaces provide many services and facilities for different
groups - sports players, children and carers, event organisers, nature
conservationists and those wishing to enjoy quiet open space. The multiple roles that
parks play is the reason that they are so important; however it also means that their
management should be carefully balanced to reflect the different priorities. The best
way to ensure that biodiversity thrives in our parks and green spaces is to make it
integral across sites. It is more beneficial to have sensitive mowing regimes and
biodiverse planting throughout a site than to have a small ‘wildlife corner’. Wildlife
lawns can be used as an alternative to amenity grassland in areas where grass needs
to be kept short. In recognition of this approach, all Hackney Council Green Flag and
SINC sites will have a biodiversity management plan by 2013.
The delivery of appropriate management is dependent on maintenance staff and
contractors having appropriate skills and knowledge. Training on biodiversity
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management is an integral part of this BAP and is one of the key issues to ensuring
its success.
There is a perception that biodiverse sites are untidy and can result in complaints
from the public, for example about long grass not being managed. It is important
that our parks are maintained to the standards expected by our residents and
management regimes should reflect this. Methods such as mowing strips around the
edges of wildflower areas show that they are being managed. Interpretation and
engagement can also be used to communicate the reasons for maintenance changes.
There has been an increased interest in
food growing in urban areas (see section
1.12). A number of Hackney’s parks now
contain orchards which provide public
benefit and food as well as creating
valuable habitat. Traditional orchards are a
UKBAP Priority Habitat and can support a
range of species, such as the nationally
scarce red-belted clearwing Synanthedon
mycopaeformis.
Further information on managing urban
parks for biodiversity is available in the
CABE publication ‘Making Contracts Work:
How to encourage biodiversity in Urban
Parks’li.

Red-belted clearwing c. Matthew Gandy

Species Case Study – Stag beetle
Stag beetles (Lucanus cervus) are Britain’s largest terrestrial beetle, named because
the male has huge mandibles (jaws) that resemble the antlers on a stag’s head. Stag
beetles are nationally rare so have been protected under legislation. They rely on
dead wood for their life cycle so can not survive in sites where all the dead trees and
stumps are tidied away.
Stag beetles have been recorded in
Hackney and there are opportunities
to create more habitats for them.
One of the best ways to help stag
beetles is to create ‘loggeries’ in
parks and woodlands (see Appendix
6). These are pyramids of logs that
are half buried to provide ideal dead
wood habitat which is the stag
beetle larvae’s food source.
Further information is at:
http://www.ptes.org/?page=192
Male stag beetle c. Nigel Reeve
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Parks and Green Spaces Flagship Species
Flagship species have been selected as examples of species that people may
recognise and be able to relate to. Target species are those that may be less well
known but important to the biodiversity of Hackney. Some target species have been
recorded in Hackney whilst others will be encouraged through appropriate actions
and management. Both target and flagship species will be addressed through the
BAP and are considered as Hackney Priority Species.

Flagship Species

Description

Stag beetle
(Lucas cervus)
Green woodpecker
(Picus viridis)

Britain’s largest terrestrial beetle. Numbers have declined
nationally since 1940s. Needs dead wood to complete lifecycle (see species case study on page 47).
Largest of the three British woodpeckers. Climbs up tree
trunks and branches. Often seen in parks.

Target Species

Description

Slow worm
(Anguis fragilis)

A legless lizard so it can be mistaken for a snake. Likes
open or semi-open habitats. Often found sheltering under
wood or stone.
Deciduous large shrub with stiff, spiny branches and
creamy-white blossoms. Foliage is eaten by a number of
moth species.
Blackbird-sized bird with distinctive spotted chest. Numbers
are declining seriously.
Speckled moth that flies from May to June. Larvae feed on
aspen and poplar.
Commonest blue butterfly found in Britain. Found in a
variety of habitats including unimproved grassland and
verges.
At least 9 species of bats are known to live in Hackney in
our built environment and open spaces. All species of bat
are protected through legislation due to declines in their
population (see species case study on page 21).

Blackthorn
(Prunus spinosa)
Song thrush
(Turdus philomelos)
Seraphim moth
(Lobophora halterata)
Common blue butterfly
(Polyommatus icarus)
Bats

Seraphim moth c. Matthew Gandy
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Parks and Green Spaces Targets and Actions
Target 1:
Maintain the current biodiversity resource provided by parks and green
spaces from a baseline of 2012 and monitor changes
Action

Target
Date
2012

Lead
Partner
BO

Other
Cost
Partners
GiGL
Staff time
HBP
Share of
GiGL SLA

2. Produce and implement
biodiversity chapters for all Green
Flag park management plans
identifying the current biodiversity
value and recommended
management.

2012

BO

LGS

Staff time

3. Produce biodiversity management
plans for all parks and green spaces
declared as Sites of Importance for
Nature Conservation (NB there will be
some cross over with action 2).

2013

BO

NR

Staff time

4. Establish and implement a process
to ensure that capital or improvement
projects in Hackney’s parks and green
spaces result in an overall biodiversity
enhancement (whether delivered inhouse or contracted).
NB This includes ensuring lighting
schemes do not impact on
biodiversity (including protected
species such as bats) in line with
policy and legislation (see section
1.14).

Ongoing

PPM
BO

LGS

Staff time

5. Ensure the forthcoming ‘Hackney
Tree Policy’ is followed in parks and
green spaces.

Ongoing

LGS

6. Organise at least one training
seminar on maintaining biodiversity in
parks per year for parks managers
(Hackney Parks staff and other green
space managers in the borough) to
embed biodiversity in day-to-day
work and processes. Link to staff

Annual

BO

1. Collate baseline of the current
biodiversity value of parks and green
spaces, including:
- areas of different habitats
- species supported
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Staff time

LGS

Staff time

appraisals.
7. Audit the biodiversity value of all
Hackney’s parks and green spaces to
determine if the suite of SINCs should
be reviewed in line with regional
guidance.
8. Run a wildlife recording campaign
with local residents focusing on the
wildlife of Hackney’s parks.

2012

BO

HBP

Staff time
Cost of
surveys if
skilled
volunteers
are not
available*

2012

HBP

GiGL
Schools

Staff time
Share of
GiGL SLA
£1,000*

* Action dependent on funding availability
Target 2:
Increase the biodiversity value of parks and green spaces. This will
include:
• 10,000m2 wildflower meadow
• 1km native hedgerow
• 30,000 native bulbs
• 30 insect loggeries
Action

Target
Date
2017

Lead
Partner
BO

Other
Cost
Partners
Change in
LGS

2. Create 1 hectare (10,000m2) of
wildflower meadow. Species mix to be
selected to provide biodiversity
habitat and visual interest. Meadows
to be managed as per Hackney
Biodiversity Partnership guidance (see
Appendix 6).

2017

LGS

UG
BO

3. Create 1km of native hedgerow in
parks and green spaces, to include
the replacement of existing lowbiodiversity hedges where
appropriate. Hedgerows should be
planted and managed as per Hackney
Biodiversity Partnership guidance (see
Appendix 6).

2017

1. Review grassland management in
all London Borough of Hackney parks
and ensure 20% of grassland is
managed for biodiversity.

manageme
nt regime
NOT capital
cost

Staff/
Volunteer
time
£150,000*

LGS

UG
BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time
£13,000
(£5,000
for plants,
£8,000
labour)*
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4. Plant 200 m2 of biodiversity
enhancing planting. Planting schemes
should be planted as per Hackney
Biodiversity Partnership guidance (see
Appendix 6).

2017

5. Plant and maintain 20 biodiversity
value trees per year (100 total) in
parks and green spaces. This will
include woodland pockets, orchards
and standards. Trees species should
be selected in relation to biodiversity
benefits, climate change adaptation
potential and the forthcoming
Hackney Tree Policy.

2017

6. Retain standing dead wood in situ
in parks and green spaces wherever
appropriate, in line with the
forthcoming Hackney Tree Policy.

Ongoing

LGS

7. Install 30 invertebrate loggeries as
per Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
guidance (see Appendix 6).

2017

LGS

VCS
UG
BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time

8. Install and maintain 20 nest boxes
per year (100 total) in parks and
green spaces as per Hackney
Biodiversity Partnership guidance (see
Appendix 6).

Annual

LGS

UG
BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time

9. Install and maintain 10 bat boxes
per year (50 total) in parks and green
spaces as per Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership guidance (see Appendix
6).

Annual

10. Plant 30,000 biodiversity value
bulbs. Species should be selected as
per Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
guidance, priority will be given to
native species followed by nonnatives with high biodiversity value
(see Appendix 6).

2017

LGS

UG
BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time
£5,000*

LGS

VCS
UG
BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time
£6,000*

No cost

£2,000*
LGS

UG
BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time
£1,250*

LGS

UG
BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time
£10,000
(£1,500
bulbs,
£8,500
labour)*
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11. Link up existing habitat areas in
parks and green spaces on 2 sites per
year (e.g. long grass areas linked
together, unmown areas around
trees).

Annual

LGS

BO

Likely to
be
achieved
by change
in
managem
ent
regimes

12. Work with planning officers to
maximise the in-kind or monetary
value of planning
contributions available for biodiversity
enhancements on parks and green
spaces.

Ongoing

DM
BO

LGS

Staff time

13. Run at least one seminar per year
for user groups and/or the public on
methods for improving the
biodiversity value of parks and green
spaces.

Annual

BO

£500*

* Action dependent on funding availability
Target 3:
Promote opportunities for accessing the natural environment in Hackney’s
parks and green spaces.
Action

Target
Date
Ongoing

Lead
Partner
LGS

Other
Cost
Partners
BO
Staff time

2. Ensure all new or refurbished play
sites include elements of natural play
in line with the Hackney Play
Strategy and National Play Guidance.

Ongoing

LGS

HH

Staff time

3. Ensure 50% of ‘healthy walk’lii
schemes occur in sites with
biodiversity value (i.e. SINCs/LNRs).

2013

LGS

BO

Staff time

4. Undertake 100 biodiversity
volunteer days per year with existing
and/or new groups.

Ongoing

LGS
UG
VCS

BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time

1. Ensure biodiversity is included in
Hackney Parks environmental
education and health and wellbeing
programmes.
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5. Run 6 biodiversity walks/talks in
Hackney’s parks and green spaces
per year.

Ongoing

LGS
UG
VCS

BO

Staff/
Volunteer
time

6. Undertake engagement activities
with under-represented groupsliii to
encourage them to use parks and
green spaces and access the natural
environment (see section 1.9 for
further information on Hackney’s
communities).

Ongoing

BO

LGS

Staff/
Volunteer
time

7. Work with a group of adults with
mental health issues to undertake
regular biodiversity work in parks and
green space.

2012

BO

LGS

Staff time

8. Work with 1 faith group per year
to improve biodiversity in a sacred
space.

Annual

BO

VCS

Staff/
Volunteer
time

£20,000*

£10,000*
* Action dependent on funding availability

Partners:
BO – Hackney Biodiversity Officer
CSP – Community Services Project Managers
DM – Hackney Development Management
GiGL – Greenspace Information for Greater London
HBP – Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
LGS – Hackney Council Leisure and Green Spaces
NR – Network Rail
PPM – Hackney Council Projects and Programme Management
UG – User Groups
VCS – Voluntary and community sector
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2.4 School Grounds Habitat Action Plan

Stormont House School c. Gary Manhine

Vision
The School Grounds HAP seeks to:
•

Gather information about how school’s incorporate biodiversity into their
grounds management and the species they are attracting

•

Improve the overall biodiversity value of school grounds in Hackney to enable
more school age children to have contact with the natural environment

•

Signpost schools to the range of support that is available to create and
maintain biodiversity-value school grounds

Scope
For the purposes of this HAP, ‘school grounds’ includes:
•

Areas
o
o
o
o

of land within any school premises:
Hardstanding
Greenspace
Existing wildlife areas
Structures and buildings
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Background
There are 56 Primary, 12 Secondary and 4 Special School in Hackney serving more
than 27,000 pupils. The school environment is an important place for children to
learn about all sorts of issues. Given Hackney’s urban nature and the high number of
families that do not have their own private outdoor spaceliv, the role of school
grounds in providing a safe and educational outdoor space is huge. School grounds
in Hackney vary enormously and are treated differently from school to school.
School grounds in Hackney
From Learning Trust Sustainable Schools Auditlv
Schools with reasonable sized green landscape areas tend to use them, some
better than others. Overall it is true to say that all the schools could do much more
with some help and support. Generally, schools make use of their grounds, to
some extent, for education about the natural world and, to a lesser degree,
sustainable living. This is more obvious in primary than in secondary schools.
Some schools have designated areas or features for learning about local biodiversity,
such as wildlife gardens, nest boxes and ponds. However in many schools plants are
often ornamental or low maintenance shrubs with little value for wildlife.
The report also found that a lot of schools are already growing some food in their
grounds or are planning to start soon. Food growing can be achieved in raised beds
or containers so is suitable for any school ground. The Learning Trust suggests that
food growing is an invaluable educational resource and has the benefit of attracting
wildlife and increasing biodiversity.

Value
School grounds need to provide spaces for play, sports and education in what are
often small areas, which means that biodiversity is one of several competing needs.
However contact with the natural environment offers multiple benefits for children,
particularly in terms of health and wellbeing (see section 1.6) and education and
engagement (see section 1.8). School grounds can therefore provide good
opportunities for children to benefit from contact with the natural environment.
The Hackney Parks Service is also working to promote education and engagement in
our parks.
Current Status
It has not been possible to ascertain a baseline of the area of school grounds as this
is not covered by the GiGL audit. This action plan will use the Learning Trust
Sustainable Schools Audit 2008 to identify the current levels of activity in individual
schools.
Factors Affecting School Grounds
The successful incorporation of biodiversity features into school grounds is often
dependent on one dedicated member of staff, parent or volunteer. These individuals
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are key in driving projects forward however there can be issues of sustainability if
they cease to be involved.
The cost of establishing and maintaining biodiversity areas/features can be seen as a
barrier, however the maintenance of biodiverse areas can be cost neutral. For
example cutting a wildflower meadow once a year may be cheaper than amenity
mowing once a week throughout the summer. Funding can be available for set up
costs through organisations such as Capital Growth (see section 1.13 for more on
funding).
Competing demands for space and concerns about health and safety or maintenance
have led to the removal of mature trees in some schools. This reduces both the
potential for wildlife (and associated engagement) within the school ground and can
also have a wider impact on wildlife corridors and climate change adaptation
throughout the borough.
Partnership working is likely to be key to delivering long-lasting biodiversity projects
in school grounds. Hackney is lucky to have a wealth of groups and networks that
are involved with environmental education and sustainability, such as the Hackney
Environmental Education Network. Appendix 7 lists some of the many organisations
working in Hackney on these issues.
School Grounds Flagship Species
Flagship species have been selected as examples of species that people may
recognise and be able to relate to. Target species are those that may be less well
known but important to the biodiversity of Hackney. Some target species have been
recorded in Hackney whilst others will be encouraged through appropriate actions
and management. Both target and flagship species will be addressed through the
BAP and are considered as Hackney Priority Species.

Flagship Species

Description

Robin
(Erithacus rubecula)

Butterfly with spectacular ‘eyes’ on the upper side of the
wing to deter predators. The larvae feed on nettles (Urtica
dioica).
Very popular bird with a bright red breast. Found across the
UK in woodland, parks and gardens.

Target Species

Description

Peacock butterfly
(Inachis io)

Apple tree (heritage
varieties)
Goat willow
(Salix caprea)
Honeysuckle
(Lonicera
periclymenum)
Swift
(Apus apus)

Fruit trees provide homes to all sorts of wildlife including
insects, birds and lichen. Heritage apple trees are those
that were developed and traditionally planted in the UK.
This small tree is also know as ‘pussy willow’ because of its
soft buds and catkins that appear before the leaves. A great
habitat for a range of birds and insects.
Climbing plant native to the UK. The pink/white flowers
attract bumblebees, butterflies and moths. Birds eat the
berries.
Medium sized aerial bird. Summer visitor, spends winters in
Africa. Breed in eaves and gables.
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School Grounds Targets and Actions
Target 1:
Establish a baseline of the current biodiversity value of school grounds in
2012 and improve the overall biodiversity value of school grounds in
Hackney
Action
1. Collate baseline of the
current biodiversity value of
school grounds, including:
- number of schools actively
managing areas for wildlife
- area of different habitats
- species supported

Target
Date
2012

Lead
Partner
BO

Other
Partners
GiGL
HBP
SGV

Cost
Staff/
volunteer
time
Share of
GiGL SLA

2. Undertake web-based
survey with schools to
identify species that are
using grounds and
encourage children to have
contact with nature.

2012

3. Work with schools with
grounds declared as Sites of
Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINCs) to
establish and implement
management plans
(Rushmore and Shacklewell
Primary Schools).

2013

SGV

BO
GiGL
LT
Schools

Staff/
volunteer
time
Share of
GiGL SLA

BO

Schools
SGV

Staff/
volunteer
time
Change in
managem
ent
regimes
cost
neutral.
Capital
costs
dependent
on works
required.*

4. Encourage schools that
use a grounds maintenance
contractor to write
biodiversity clauses in to
their tender documents.

2013

SGV
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LT
BO

Volunteer/
staff time

5. Contact 2 schools that do
not carry out any biodiversity
management, encourage
them to undertake an on-site
project and provide support
in maintaining the area.

2017

SGV

LT
BO

Volunteer/
staff time

* Action dependent on funding availability
Target 2:
Raise awareness within schools of the value of engaging children with the
natural environment and the range of support that is available to create
and maintain biodiversity-value school grounds
Action

Target
Date
2012

Lead
Partner
SGV

Other
Partners
LT
BO

Cost

2. Communicate information to
75% of schools about the value of
engaging children with the natural
environment and the resources
available (as identified in action 1).
This could be achieved through the
HEEN web-group, school visits
and/or the HBP webpages.

2012
onwards

SGV

LT
BO

Volunteer/
staff time

3. Ensure all new school
developments consider biodiversity
in the design of school grounds by
promoting Design for Biodiversity
principles and ensuring all relevant
biodiversity policy is followed (see
section 1.4).

Ongoing

DM

BO

Staff time

1. Collate information about
existing organisations working on
‘schools and biodiversity’ issues in
Hackney. This should include
support with design/maintenance
of grounds, interpretation, and
provision of physical resources.

Volunteer/
staff time

Partners:
BO – Hackney Biodiversity Officer
DM – Hackney Development Management
GiGL – Greenspace Information for Greater London
LT – Learning Trust
SGV – School Grounds volunteers (i.e. individuals involved with this steering group)
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2.5 Wetlands and Waterways Habitat Action Plan

Stoke Newington East Reservoir c. Mathew Frith

Vision
The Wetlands and Waterways HAP seeks to:
•

Ensure that wetland and waterway sites are managed positively for
biodiversity.

•

Increase and enhance wetland habitats in Hackney.

•

Raise awareness of the regional importance of Hackney’s wetlands and
waterways for biodiversity.

Scope
For the purposes of this HAP, wetlands and waterways include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reservoirs
Canals
Rivers
Ponds and small areas of standing water
Reedbeds
Natural springs
The habitat margins and buildings associated with the above (i.e. riparian
margins)
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This list includes areas where these features occur as part of wider sites/habitats, for
example in parks.
Background
Compared with other inner London boroughs, Hackney has a considerable length of
river and canal. The River Lea (or Lee), Old River Lea, Regent’s Canal and New River
act as green corridors bringing wildlife to the heart of Hackney.
Stoke Newington Reservoirs provide valuable wetland habitat in the centre of
London. East Reservoir is particularly good for a range of wetland birds, including
recent sightings of the nationally rare bittern. The focus of West Reservoir leans
more towards recreation, but it is hoped that the two waterbodies can both be
managed sympathetically for biodiversity.
There are also a number of smaller waterbodies, including park ponds at a number
of sites such as Springfield, Clissold and Haggerston Parks.
Value
Hackney’s wetlands and waterways are the most extensive green corridors that we
have across the borough, providing opportunities for species to move through areas
and enabling people to get close to nature. These green corridors also provide the
benefits associated with green infrastructure, including climate change alleviation
(see section 1.7) and health and wellbeing benefits (see section 1.6).
Our linear wetlands provide a particularly important resource. People enjoy being
near water and the towpaths and routes along rivers provide an opportunity for our
residents to enjoy a more tranquil environment. Close links should be made to the
communities that live on Hackney’s watercourses in boats and barges. The Council is
working with British Waterways to identify additional locations for residential
moorings.
The economic value of our watercourses has been reflected in the development of
homes and businesses along canals, whilst the regeneration of the Woodberry Down
estate has been designed to maximise views of Stoke Newington Reservoirs.
Current Status
The GiGL audit has identified c.47ha of wetland and waterway habitat within
Hackney. This represents about 9% of the habitat area in Hackney; however these
areas do represent some of the most important habitat. Reedbeds, Rivers and
Streams and Standing Water have all been recognised as BAP Priority Habitats at
both a regional and national scale.
Area in
hectares
1.86

Habitat type
Reedswamp
Running water (rivers and
streams)
Standing water (includes
canals)
Typha etc. swamp
Wet marginal vegetation
Total

UK BAP
Priority Habitat
Reedbeds

9.49

Rivers

34.97

Ponds

0.19
0.42
46.93
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London BAP
Priority Habitat
Reedbeds
Rivers and
streams
Canals
Standing water

The importance of our wetlands and waterways is reflected by Hackney’s suite of
SINCs. Four of our five Metropolitan SINCs feature wetlands or waterways as their
main habitat. Three of our four Borough Grade I SINCs have ponds that are noted in
their declaration. Springfield Park is both a SINC and LNR, due in part to the pond
and natural springs at the site. Wetland areas also provide some of our most
important areas for trees and woodland.
The following protected and priority species recorded in Hackney use wetlands and
waterways for some or all of their life-cycle:
•
•
•
•

Native black poplar
Northern lapwing
Herring gull
Sand martin

•
•
•
•

Water vole
Bats
Grass snake
Common toad

Wetlands and waterways are known to support other protected species such as
kingfisher, however this data has not yet been submitted to GiGL so has not shown
in the audit.
Factors Affecting Wetlands and Waterways
Water quality impacts on the ability for wetlands to function and support species.
Problems such as discharge from sewage works, run-off from roads, and
misconnections can all reduce water quality. Due to issues of pollution and water
quality the River Lea (or Lee) has been identified as a priority for work by the
Environment Agency and Thames 21lvi, who are partners in this BAP.
Due to the popularity of wetlands and waterways there can be competing demands
for their use including boating, rowing, angling, dog-walking and cycling. Access to
the natural environment is a crucial issue for an urban area such as Hackney and
leisure uses enable people to experience the natural world. However there is a need
to balance a range of users’ needs with the need to conserve the natural
environment
Invasive species can be a particular problem along waterways as they are able to
spread quickly between connected areas. Floating pennywort, giant hogweed and
Japanese knotweed are examples of species that can damage habitats and need to
be controlled.
Development is the biggest challenge for Hackney’s wetlands and waterways over
the coming years. Unless carefully designed, development can destroy habitats and
increase shading, light pollution and hard standing (see section 1.12 for more on
lighting). Developments in the flood plain also exacerbate flooding. Appropriate
design and location of developments can, however, overcome some of these
problems (see Appendix 5).
Wetlands and Waterways Flagship Species
Flagship species have been selected as examples of species that people may
recognise and be able to relate to. Target species are those that may be less well
known but important to the biodiversity of Hackney. Some target species have been
recorded in Hackney whilst others will be encouraged through appropriate actions
and management. Both target and flagship species will be addressed through the
BAP and are considered as Hackney Priority Species.
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Flagship Species
Kingfisher
(Alcedo atthis)
Grass snake
(Natrix natrix)

Description
Bright blue and orange birds that fly along water hunting
for fish and insects. They are highly protected because of
declines in their numbers in the last century.
This non-venomous snake is the UK’s largest reptile,
growing up to 130cm long. Distinctive yellow and black
collar. Found near water, it feeds on amphibians and fish.

Target Species

Description

Native black poplar
(Populus nigra ssp
betulifolia)

Large tree growing up to 30m high and 20m wide. Found in
wet woodlands and riverbanks. Regional priority and
London BAP species.
Native shrub with white flowers followed by red berries and
red leaves in autumn. Prefers damp areas including
riversides.
Large wetland grass that grows between 1m and 4m tall.
Provides valuable habitat for a number of birds and insects.
Broad dragonfly usually found at ponds. Males are pale
blue, females are brown.
Native amphibian that grows between 6cm and 9cm.
Yellow-brown to olive-green colour. Breeds in ponds.
Small birds that feed on insects while flying over rivers and
other water bodies. Seen March to October and spend
winters in Africa.
Small brown bird that likes damp areas close to wetlands.
Difficult to see but has load bursts of song. First bred in the
UK in 1973.

Guelder rose
(Viburnum opulus)
Common reed
(Phragmites australis)
Broad bodied chaser
(Libellula depressa)
Common frog
(Rana temporaria)
Sand martin
(Riparia riparia)
Cetti’s warbler
(Cettia cetti)

Species Case Study - Native Black Poplar
The native black poplar (Populus nigra
ssp. betulifolia) is a large tree that
grows up to 30 metres high with a 20
metre wide canopy. It is now scarce
with only c.7,000 trees nationally.
Black poplars have separate male and
female trees (dioecious) and a viable
population needs trees of both sexes
growing fairly close to each other.
The tree is a regional priority and has
a Species Action Plan in the London
BAP
The favoured habitat of the black
poplar is wet woodlands and it is often
found along riverbanks. It has been
found in Hackney.

Native Black Poplar in Hackney c. Russell Miller
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Wetlands and Waterways Targets and Actions
Target 1:
Maintain the current biodiversity value of wetlands and waterways from a
baseline of 2012 and monitor changes
Action

Target
Date
2012

Lead
Partner
BO

2. No planning applications to result in
damage to habitats or species of wetland
and waterway habitats in line with
relevant policy and legislation (see
section 1.4). Specific areas of concern
include:
- disturbance during and after
construction
- lighting
- water quality impacts

Ongoing

DM

3. Run at least one session with planners
regarding the policy and legislation
associated with wetlands and
waterways.

2013

BO

4. Run a wildlife recording campaign
with local residents focusing on the
species of wetlands and waterways.

2012

BO

1. Collate baseline of the current
biodiversity value of wetlands and
waterways, including:
- area of each habitat
- number of associated species

Other
Cost
Partners
GiGL
Staff
LWT
time
LVRPA
Share of
GiGL
SLA
BO
Staff
EA
time
LVRPA
VCS

Staff
time

GiGL
LVRPA
VCS

Staff
time
Share of
GiGL
SLA

5. Establish and publicise a protocol for:
- procedures for problem incidents (e.g.
fish kills, dramatic changes in water
levels, pollution incidents)
- restoration after problem incidents

2012

* Action dependent on funding availability
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BO

EA
VCS

£1,000*
Staff
time

Target 2:
Increase and enhance the biodiversity value of wetlands and waterways in
Hackney and promote their regional significance. This will include:
• 0.25ha of reedbed
• 6 artificial nesting areas
Action

Target
Date
Ongoing

Lead
Partner
DM

Other
Cost
Partners
BO
Staff time
SD

2. Create 5 new biodiversity value
ponds or wetland features in Hackney.

2017

BO

DM
VCS
PS

3. Restore or enhance 3 publicly
accessible ponds or wetland features
to provide habitat of biodiversity value.
Sites could include Haggerston Pond,
Clapton Common Pond, Clapton Pond.

2017

LGS

BO

4. 0.25ha (2,500m2) of reedbed to be
created in existing or new wetlands
and waterways. Reedbed creation
should be carried out in consultation
with the Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership.

2017

5. Work with British Waterways,
planners and developers to provide
500m of ecological improvements to
Hackney’s canals through the planning
process.

2017

6. Install 2 kingfisher nesting sites as
per Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
guidance (see Appendix 6). Precise
locations of sites should be determined
in consultation with the Hackney
Biodiversity Partnership.

2017

1. ALL developments and regeneration
projects within 50m of a wetland or
waterway must ensure they do not
impact on the biodiversity of those
habitats or associated species and
should contribute to biodiversity
enhancements and habitat
management (in line with relevant
policies and legislation as outlined in
section 1.4).

Staff/
volunteer
time
£50,000*
Staff/
volunteer
time
£20,000*

BW
DM

BO

Staff/
volunteer
time
£100,000*

DM
BW

BO

Staff/
volunteer
time
£25,000*

TW
BW

BO
EA
VCS

Staff/
volunteer
time
£500*
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7. Install 4 sand martin nesting sites
as per Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership guidance (see Appendix
6). Precise locations of sites should be
determined in consultation with the
Hackney Biodiversity Partnership.

2017

8. Install 2 tern rafts. Precise design
and locations of rafts should be
determined in consultation with the
Hackney Biodiversity Partnership.

2017

9. ALL wetland and waterway SINC
sites to have a biodiversity
management plan by 2013.

TW
BW

BO
EA
VCS

Staff/
volunteer
time
£1,000*

2013

* Action dependent on funding availability

Partners
BO – Hackney Biodiversity Officer
BW – British Waterways
DM – Hackney Development Management
EA – Environment Agency
GiGL – Greenspace Information for Greater London
GLL – Greenwich Leisure Ltd
LGS – Hackney Council Leisure and Green Spaces
LVRPA – Lee Valley Regional Park Authority
SD – Hackney Sustainability and Design
VCS – Voluntary and community sector

- 65 -

TW
GLL

BO

BO
VCS

BW
GLL
LVRPA
TW

Staff/
volunteer
time
£1,500*
Staff time

2.6 Woodland Habitat Action Plan

Abney Park c. Kate Mitchell

Vision
The Woodland HAP seeks to:
•

Conserve and enhance Hackney’s woodland sites for the benefit of
biodiversity and contribute to a network of green infrastructure within the
borough

•

Increase the area of woodland in Hackney, particularly in areas where there
is little accessible woodland

•

Encourage Hackney residents to access woodlands and become involved with
their management
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Scope
For the purposes of this HAP, ‘woodland’ includes:
•
•
•
•
•

Closed canopy, semi-natural woodlands (such as Abney Park)
Mature wooded areas within parks (such as Springfield Park and Haggerston
Park)
Recently planted woodlands (such as Wick Woodland and Friends Wood on
Hackney Marshes)
Linear woodlands (such as East Bank West Bank Nature Reserve)
Self colonizing woodland on unmanaged land (such as Wick Road Triangle)

NB street trees are addressed in the Built Environment chapter, trees in estates and
gardens are addressed in the Homes and Housing Chapter, and individual trees in
parks are addressed in the Parks and Green Spaces chapter.
Background
Woodland habitats provide some of
our most iconic natural habitats. Many
people enjoy walking through a
tranquil wood and they provide the
ultimate playground for inquisitive
youngsters.
Woodland
also
supports
many
species, from the common blackbird
to rarer specialists such as the
nationally scarce longhorn beetlelvii
Phytoecia
cylindrical
found
in
woodland edges at Abney Park.

Longhorn beetle c. Matthew Gandy

Woodland in Hackney is concentrated in the north and east of the borough.
Hackney’s largest area of woodland is at Abney Park, which is a Metropolitan SINC
and LNR. The site was established as a cemetery and arboretum (tree collection) and
has many mature trees including some unusual specimens and supports a range of
other species, including birds and fungi. Other areas of mature woodland occur along
riverbanks, railway linesides, and in small wooded areas within parks.
Newer woodlands have been planted by volunteers at Wick Woodland and around
Hackney Marshes. These areas have significantly increased the tree cover in the
borough and have provided additional areas for people to enjoy.
As orchards occur mainly within parks and green spaces or homes and housing they
are not included in this plan.
Value
Hackney has a high population density and a lack of private outside spaces, meaning
that all areas of green space play a vital role in providing access to the natural
environment. Woodlands provide particular biodiversity benefits as outlined in
section 1.5, namely:
•

Health and wellbeing: providing opportunities for walking and practical
conservation
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•
•

Education and engagement: providing opportunities for natural play and
education activities
Climate change and pollution: cleaning our air and cooling temperatures in
summer

Existing local groups such as the Tree Musketeers and Abney Park Trust carry out
engagement and volunteering work in woodlands, making the most of this valuable
resource.
Current Status
The GiGL audit has identified 14.22ha of native broadleaved woodland, 18.6ha of
non-native broadleaved woodland and 31.5ha of scattered trees. Together these
64ha make up c.12% of Hackneys habitat area.
The importance of woodland habitats in London is reflected in the London Regional
BAP Targets (see Appendix 3), which have set targets to maintain 4909ha, enhance
500ha and create 20ha of woodland across London.
The following protected and priority species recorded in Hackney use woodland for
some or all of their life-cycle:
•
•
•

European turtle dove
Dunnock (hedge accentor)
White-letter hairstreak butterfly

•
•
•

Hedgehog
Bats
Stag beetle

Woodlands are known to support other protected species such as tawny owl,
however this data has not yet been submitted to GiGL so has not shown in the audit.
Factors Affecting Woodland
Management is the most important factor in determining the biodiversity value of
woodland. The quality of management varies and there can be a link to financial and
staff resources. Each site is different, but in general woodlands should seek to retain
as much deadwood as possible and provide some areas that are more open along
paths (rides) or glades.
As most of our woodlands are designated as SINCs and/or LNRs they receive some
protection from development through the planning system. There can be problems
caused by construction near to woodland, through works occurring too close to tree
root zones or compaction by machinery.
There is still considerable potential for tree planting in Hackney, with particular
opportunities for small woodlands in areas where there is a deficiency of natural
habitats. Any planting scheme would need to be supported by appropriate aftercare
such as mulching and watering. These projects offer mechanisms for encouraging
community involvement and volunteering.
Woodland Flagship Species
Flagship species have been selected as examples of species that people may
recognise and be able to relate to. Target species are those that may be less well
known but important to the biodiversity of Hackney. Some target species have been
recorded in Hackney whilst others will be encouraged through appropriate actions
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and management. Both target and flagship species will be addressed through the
BAP and are considered as Hackney Priority Species.
Flagship Species
Tawny owl
(Strix aluco)
English oak
(Quercus robur)
Target Species
White-letter hairstreak
(Satyrium w-album)

Jay
(Garrulus glandarius)
Bank vole
(Clethrionomys
glareolus)
Maiden’s blush moth
(Cyclophora punctaria)
Blotched emerald
moth
(Comibaena bajularia)
Longhorn beetles
(Coleoptera,
Cerambycidae)
Silky rosegill
(Volvariella
bombycina)

Description
Pigeon sized owl with reddish brown feathers. Can be seen
in woodland up against trunks or hiding in ivy. Known to
breed in Hackney.
Large native tree with characteristic lobed leaves. Supports
huge range of wildlife including birds, mammals and more
than 400 species of insect.
Description
Woodland butterfly with a white ‘W’ on its wings. Declined
by more than 70% over the last 40 years because the elm
on which it feeds has suffered from Dutch elm disease. UK
BAP species.
Member of the crow family with pinkish brown feathers and
a striking blue patch on its wing. Likes woodlands with oaks
as it feeds on acorns.
Small mammal 8-12cm long that lives in woodlands,
grasslands and hedgerows. Red-brown fur and a blunt
nose.
Woodland moth with wingspan 18-25mm. Larvae feed on
oak leaves. Reddish blush or line on wing.
Attractive emerald green moth with wingspan 23-27mm.
Found in woodland where the larvae feed on oak leaves. Fly
June to July.
Family of beetles with extremely large antennae, often as
long or longer than the beetles body. Many are rare and
declining.
Rare fungus that lives in dead or rotting trees. Large cap
that can grow up to 18cm across.

Maiden’s blush c. Russell Miller

Blotched emerald c. Russell Miller

Longhorn beetle c. Matthew Gandy

Silky rosegill c. Russell Miller
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Woodland Targets and Actions
Target 1:
Maintain the current biodiversity resource provided by woodland from a
baseline of 2012 and monitor changes
Action

Target
Date
2012

1. Collate baseline of the current
biodiversity value of woodland in
Hackney
the built environment, including:
- area of habitat
- species supported
- management regimes in place

Lead
Partner
BO

Other
Partners
GiGL
HBP

Cost
Staff/
volunteer
time
Share of
GiGL SLA

2. Produce and implement management
plans for all wooded areas owned by
the London Borough of Hackney.

2013

BO

LGS
UG

Staff/
volunteer
time

3. Work with Hackney planners to
ensure planning officers are aware of
policies relating to woodland (see
section 1.4).

Ongoing

BO
DM

VCS

Staff/
volunteer
time

4. ALL developments and regeneration
projects within 50m of woodland must
ensure they do not impact on the
biodiversity of those habitats or
associated species and should
contribute to biodiversity enhancements
and habitat management.

Ongoing

DM

BO

Staff
time

5. Run a wildlife recording campaign
with local residents focusing on
woodland biodiversity. An initial ‘bioblitz’
event to be held 2012 then ongoing
events.

Ongoing

VCS
BO

HBP

Staff/
volunteer
time
£1,000*

* Action dependent on funding availability
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Target 2:
Increase the biodiversity value of woodland in Hackney and raise
awareness of its importance. This will include:
• 2 ha of woodland creation
• 100 artificial nesting/roosting sites
• 20 invertebrate loggeries
Action
1. Identify areas of woodland
deficiency and assess the potential
for woodland habitat creation.

Target
Date
2012

2. Establish 2 ha of wooded areas
through planting schemes. Species
should be primarily of a native mix
and where possible of a local
provenance.

2017

3. Maximise the biodiversity
potential of standing dead wood
and dead trees in accordance with
sound arboricultural management
(links to forthcoming Hackney Tree
Policy).

2012

4. Create and implement a
management statement on
maximising the biodiversity value of
veteran trees.

2012

Lead
Partner
HBP

Other
Partners
GiGL

Cost
Staff/
volunteer
time

LGS
VCS
UG

Share of
GiGL SLA
Staff/
volunteer
time

LGS

UG
BO

£10,000
for
trees*
Staff
time

LGS
VCS

BO

BO

5. Install 20 invertebrate loggeries
as per Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership guidance (see Appendix
6).

2017

BO

LGS
UG
VCS

6. Install and maintain 10 nest
boxes per year in woodland (50 in
total) as per Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership guidance (see Appendix
6). Boxes to include tawny owl
boxes.

2017

BO
LGS

UG
VCS

Staff/
volunteer
time
£20,000*
Staff/
volunteer
time

Staff/
volunteer
time
£1,000*
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7. Install and maintain 10 bat boxes
per year in woodland (50 in total)
as per Hackney Biodiversity
Partnership guidance (see Appendix
6). Focus on newer woodlands
where there are fewer natural
nesting opportunities.

2016

BO
LGS

UG
VCS

Staff/
volunteer
time
£1,100*

* Action dependent on funding availability
Target 3:
Promote opportunities for accessing woodland and encourage community
involvement in woodland management
Action

Target
Date
2016

Lead
Partner
APT
VCS
UG

Other
Partners
BO

Cost

2. Undertake 200 volunteer days of
biodiversity work in woodlands per year
with existing and/or new groups.

Ongoing

APT
VCS
UG
LGS

BO

Staff/
volunteer
time

3. Run 6 biodiversity walks/talks in
Hackney’s woodlands per year.

Ongoing

APT/UG
VCS
LGS

BO

Staff/
volunteer
time

4. Promote the health and wellbeing
benefits of both accessing the natural
environment and undertaking practical
conservation tasks (e.g. ‘green gym’
concept). For further information see
section 1.6 Biodiversity Benefits –
Health and Wellbeing.

Ongoing

LGS
BO

APT
VCS
UG

Staff/
volunteer
time

1. Undertake one engagement project
with one group to encourage them to
use woodland and access the natural
environment.

Partners:
APT – Abney Park Trust
BO – Hackney Biodiversity Officer
DM – Hackney Development Management
GiGL – Greenspace Information for Greater London
HBP – Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
LGS – Hackney Council Leisure and Green Spaces
UG – User Groups
VCS – Voluntary and community sector

- 72 -

Staff/
volunteer
time

Glossary
AAP – Hackney Area Action Plan Team
BAP – Biodiversity Action Plan
BO – Biodiversity Officer
CSP – Community Services Project Team
CT – Crabtrees
DM – Hackney Development Management
GiGL – Greenspace Information for Greater London
GRC – Grass Roof Company
Ha - Hectare
HAP – Habitat Action Plan
HBP – Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
HH – Hackney Homes
HI – Hackney Highways Inspectorate
LBP – London Biodiversity Partnership
LGS – Hackney Council Leisure and Green Spaces
LP – Hackney Leisure and Physical Activity Team
LNR – Local Nature Reserve
LT – Learning Trust
LWT – London Wildlife Trust
NR – Network Rail
PP – Hackney Planning Policy
SD – Hackney Sustainability and Design
SINC – Site of Importance for Nature Conservation
SD – Hackney Sustainability and Design
SG – School Grounds HAP steering group
SL – Social Landlords
TM – Tree Musketeers
UG – User Groups
VCS – Voluntary and community sector
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Appendix 1: Hackney SINCs
SINC Name
Abney Park

SINC
Grade
M

SINC
Code

Owned by

M099

London Borough
of Hackney

Lea Valley

M

M071

London Borough
of Hackney

Stoke Newington
Reservoirs

M

M073

London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough
of Hackney
British
Waterways
British
Waterways
London Borough
of Hackney

Managed by
Abney Park Trust
London Borough of
Hackney, Lee Valley
Park and British
Waterways
London Borough of
Hackney, Thames
Water and Greenwich
Leisure
London Borough of
Hackney
British Waterways

The New River

M

M096

London's Canals

M

M006

Clissold Park

I

HcBI03

Haggerston Park &
Hackney City Farm

I

HcBI04

London Borough
of Hackney

Springfield Park

I

HcBI01

London Borough
of Hackney

London Borough of
Hackney
London Borough of
Hackney and
Hackney City Farm
London Borough of
Hackney

I

HcBI02

Network Rail

Network Rail

II

HcBII03

Millfields

II

HcBII04

London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough
of Hackney

London Borough of
Hackney
London Borough of
Hackney

Napoleon Road
Railway Cutting

II

HcBII05

Network Rail

Network Rail

Red Path Wood

II

HcBII02

London Borough
of Hackney

Transport for London

Holmleigh Railway
Cutting
Daubeney
Recreation Ground

Allen's Gardens

L

HcL11

London Borough
of Hackney

Ancient Mother
Church

L

HcL01

Diocese of
London

L

HcL06

L

HcL10

Butterfield Green &
Shakespeare Walk
Clapton Common
Pond

London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough
of Hackney
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British Waterways

London Borough of
Hackney and Growing
Communities
Diocese of London
and London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough of
Hackney
London Borough of
Hackney

SINC Name

SINC
Grade

SINC
Code

Clapton Square & St
John's Churchyard

L

HcL08

Hackney Downs

L

HcL07

London Fields

L

HcL02

L

HcL04

L

HcL05

Shoreditch Park

L

HcL03

Spring Hill Playing
Fields

L

HcL09

Rushmore Primary
School
Shacklewell Primary
School

Owned by
London Borough
of Hackney and
Diocese of
London
London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough
of Hackney
London Borough
of Hackney

Managed by
London Borough of
Hackney and Diocese
of London
London Borough of
Hackney
London Borough of
Hackney
School
School
London Borough of
Hackney
London Borough of
Hackney

M = Metropolitan
I = Borough Grade I
II = Borough Grade II
L = Local
Further information about Hackney’s SINCs is available at:
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/sites-of-importance-for-nature-conservation.htm
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Appendix 2: Biodiversity Audit
Produced by Greenspace Information for Greater London (GiGL) in 2010
Habitat Types in Hackney 2010 baseline
Area in
Habitat type
hectares
Acid grassland
Allotments (active)
Amenity grassland
Bare artificial habitat
Bare soil and rock
Bracken
Habitat information not
available

Native broadleaved woodland
Native hedge
Neutral grassland (herb-rich)
Neutral grassland (semiimproved)
Non-native broadleaved
woodland
Non-native hedge
Other
Planted shrubbery
Reedswamp
Roughland (intimate mix of
semi-improved neutral
grassland, tall herbs and scrub)
Ruderal or ephemeral
Running water (rivers and
streams)
Scattered trees
Scrub
Standing water (includes
canals)
Tall herbs
Typha etc. swamp
Vegetated walls, tombstones
etc.
Wet marginal vegetation
Total

0.08
1.08
238.99
107.16
4.44
0.01

UK BAP
Priority Habitat
Lowland dry acid
grassland

London BAP
Priority Habitat
Acid grassland

Lowland Mixed
Deciduous
Woodland
Hedgerows
Lowland
Meadows

UK BAP, London
BAP

Reedbeds

Reedbeds

Rivers

Rivers and
streams

Ponds

Canals
Standing water

3.49

14.22
0.79
0.52

Woodland

21.48
18.6
0.2
0.36
6.8
1.86

13.73
0.28
9.49
31.5
10.19

34.97
11.14
0.19
0.07
0.42
532.06
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Species Groups in Hackney 2010 baseline

Insect - butterfly

Terrestrial
mammal

677

613

110

Native black poplar
Wall bedstraw
Northern Lapwing
Herring Gull
European Turtle Dove
Sky Lark
Sand Martin
Dunnock (Hedge
Accentor)
Black Redstart
Song Thrush
Spotted Flycatcher
Common Starling
House Sparrow
White-letter hairstreak
Wall
Small heath
Hedgehog
Water vole
Daubenton's Bat
Natterer's Bat
Lesser Noctule Bat
Noctule Bat
Nathusius's Pipistrelle
Soprano Pipistrelle
Common Pipistrelle
Brown Long-eared Bat
Vespertilionidae sp.
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✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

W&CA Act
Sch 5

W&CA Act
Sch 1

Hab &Sp Dir
Anx 4

Bird

3181

Protected and
priority species

Cons Regs
1994

Flowering plant

Total
records

BAP Priority
National

Species group

BAP Priority
London

Status

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Species Groups in Hackney 2010 baseline

✓

✓

Stag beetle

✓

✓

✓

Grass snake

✓

✓

✓

W&CA Act
Sch 5

✓

W&CA Act
Sch 1

Common toad

Hab &Sp Dir
Anx 4

Protected and
priority species

BAP Priority
National

Fungus
Insect - moth
Insect dragonfly
(Odonata)
Insect hymenopteran
Fern
Mollusc
Conifer
Spider (Araneae)
Insect orthopteran
Crustacean
Horsetail
Insect - true bug
(Hemiptera)
Insect - true fly
(Diptera)
Amphibian
Annelid
Insect - mayfly
(Ephemeroptera)
Insect - beetle
(Coleoptera)
Reptile
Sponge
(Porifera)
Stonewort
Total

Total
records

BAP Priority
London

Species group

Cons Regs
1994

Status

85
37
36
33
20
20
18
16
14
12
8
4
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
4897
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✓

Appendix 3: London Regional BAP Habitat Targets for
2020
From The London Plan: Spatial Development Strategy for Greater London.
Consultation draft replacement plan.
Available at http://www.london.gov.uk/shaping-london/london-plan/docs/london-plan.pdf

Habitat type
Coastal and
floodplain grazing
marsh
Chalk grassland
Acid grassland
Heathland
Reedbeds
Woodland
Orchards
Meadows and
pastures
Tidal Thames
Rivers and streams
Standing water

Maintain
850 ha

Enhance
200 ha

Increase
50 ha

350 ha
1466 ha
45 ha
131 ha
4609 ha
18 ha
685 ha

30 ha
40 ha
20 ha
20 ha
500 ha
13 ha
40 ha

10 ha
10 ha
5 ha
16 ha
20 ha
5 ha
20 ha

2300km
1407km
599 ha

250 ponds <2ha

Fen, marsh and
swamp
Open mosaic
habitats on
previously
developed land

109 ha

2km
100km
7 >2ha sites
20<2ha sites
10 ha

185 ha

-

-
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Appendix 4: Potential Funding Streams
The list below contains some of the potential external funding streams that will be
investigated through the BAP. Further streams will become available through the life
of the plan. Websites such as Funding Central (www.fundingcentral.org.uk) and the
London Biodiversity Partnership (http://www.lbp.org.uk/guidancefunding.html) will
be checked regularly for new opportunities. As noted in the BAP, some funding
streams are only available to the community and voluntary sector whilst others are
open to local authorities.

Funder

Awards for All

Amount

£300 to £10k

Big Lottery
Fund:
Reaching
Communities

Up to £500k
over 5 years

City Bridge Trust

No set amount

Esme Fairburn
Foundation

No set amount,
average grant
£50k

Heritage Lottery
Fund

Your Heritage
Grant £3k-£50k,
apply any time
Heritage Grants
£50k-£5m,
deadlines

London Tree and
Woodland Grant
Scheme

Community
Grants between
£500 and £5,000

Veolia Trust

Average awards
£25k to £40k

What they fund
Aims to help improve local
communities and the lives of
people most in need. Fund
projects around four
outcomes including improved
urban and rural
environments.
Aims to encourage changes in
communities through a range
of activities including
improved urban and rural
environments.
Third sector organisations.
Work to support the
environmental education of
Londoners and/or work to
maintain and enhance
London’s biodiversity.
Environmental projects that
meet at least one of six
priorities such as addressing
a significant gap in provision
strengthen or develop good
practice or set out to
influence policy or change
behaviour.
Projects which focus on
heritage, including:
- natural and designed
landscapes and gardens;
- wildlife, including special
habitats and species.
Grants to projects that deliver
community benefits to
schools, open spaces and
woodlands in Greater London.
Support community and
environmental projects.
Projects could include :
- restoring green spaces;
- protecting natural habitats.
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Link

http://www.awardsfo
rall.org.uk/england/q
a.html

http://www.biglottery
fund.org.uk/prog_rea
ching_communities

http://www.bridgeho
usegrants.org.uk/City
BridgeTrust/Grants/

http://www.esmeefai
rbairn.org.uk/funding
/index.html

www.hlf.org.uk

http://www.ltwgs.org
/

http://www.veoliatrus
t.org/index.php

Appendix 5:
Hackney Advice Note: Biodiversity and the Built
Environment

- 81 -

- 82 -

- 83 -

- 84 -

- 85 -

- 86 -

- 87 -

- 88 -

- 89 -

- 90 -

- 91 -

- 92 -

- 93 -

- 94 -

- 95 -

- 96 -

- 97 -

- 98 -

- 99 -

- 100 -

Appendix 6:
Hackney Biodiversity Partnership Advice Notes Biodiversity Management in Hackney
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Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
Advice Note 1 – Managing Existing Grasslands
Why?
Areas of grassland make up the largest proportion of our parks and green spaces at
approximately 260 hectares of land in Hackney. The vast majority of this is managed
as short mown amenity grass. Although this is an important resource for recreation,
amenity grass provides very little value for wildlife and can also be expensive to
maintain. By leaving some areas to grow long and encouraging a wider mix of
species it is possible to:
- attract more wildlife such as butterflies and bees
- make an area more colourful, interesting and attractive
How?
The best way to improve the biodiversity value of a grassland is to reduce its fertility
as both wildflowers and native grasses do best on poor soils. To diversify an area of
existing grassland the following steps should be used:
-

reduce the frequency of mowing (see below)
cut to a height of between 5cm and 10cm
leave some areas uncut to provide habitat for insects over the winter. In
public sites, this may be best achieved through leaving a strip of uncut grass
along and edge of the site or in obviously managed clumps.
always remove mowings/clippings from the site
stop any fertiliser treatment

The timing and frequency
of mowing will depend on
what the grassland is being
managed for i.e. spring
flowering meadows are
usually cut in July, summer
flowering meadows are
usually cut in October.
Grassland management regimes, from BTCV:
http://handbooks.btcv.org.uk/handbooks/content/section/1163

Further advice:
- BTCV Urban Handbook
http://handbooks.btcv.org.uk/handbooks/index/book/47
- Lowland Grassland Management Handbook
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/Grassland
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Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
Advice Note 2 – Creating New Meadows
Why?
Although it is possible to improve the value of existing grasslands by altering the
management regimes (see Advice Note 1), it is sometimes easier to create a new
wildflower area than to convert existing grasslands.
It is important to consider whether a new meadow is right for the site. Certain areas
are already of high wildlife value and it might not be appropriate to plant new
species.
How?
The precise methods will vary depending on what sort of meadow is being created,
but there are some basic principles that should be followed to prepare the site:
-

Lower the fertility of the area by stripping off top-soil (this can also be
achieved through using herbicide such as glyphosate if appropriate for the
site).
It is possible to put in patches of wildflower into existing grass but make sure
the areas are at least 1m square.
Break up the sub-soil, remove large stone and rake.
The best times to sow wildflower seed are March to May or September to
October.
Sow with a seed mix appropriate for the site (see below). 4grams of seed per
metre is appropriate for most mixes. Seed can be mixed with sand to make it
easier to sow.
Plug plants can also be used to create an immediate effect, though this is
often much more expensive than sowing.

Seed mixes:
There are a huge variety of seed mixes available and it is important to choose the
right mix for the site. Things that you should consider are:
- Does the site already have areas of meadow?
- When do you want the meadow to flower?
- What species do you want to attract?
- What are the site conditions?
Once you have thought about these then it is easy to find the right mix; many
companies advertise on the internet.
Managing the meadow:
See Advice Note 1 for information about when to cut meadows. It is useful to mow
in paths and small areas for people to sit. This will show that the area is being well
managed as well as encouraging people to enjoy the space.
Further advice:
- BTCV Urban Handbook
http://handbooks.btcv.org.uk/handbooks/index/book/47
- BTCV Practical Conservation Handbook
http://handbooks.btcv.org.uk/handbooks/index/book/141
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Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
Advice Note 3 – Hedgerows
Why?
Hedgerows can provide amazing habitat for a number of species including nesting
birds, insects and many plants. They provide the three key things that wildlife needs
– a place to breed, a place to shelter and a source of food. They also provide
‘corridors’ for wildlife to move around sites.
How?
Planting new hedgerows:
- plant along existing boundaries or to screen/divide areas of a site
- select appropriate species for the site (see below) and choose young
shrubs/’whips’ as they are less expensive and produce a better hedgerow
- the best time to plant is between December and March
- either pit plant in a line at approximately 6 plants per metre OR plant in two
lines to create a ‘W’ pattern with plants about 20cm apart. ‘W’ planting often
creates a thicker, more natural hedge.

‘W’ planting from BTCV:
http://handbooks.btcv.org.uk/
handbooks/content/section/42
63

Species selection:
- A mixed species hedgerow provides the most value for wildlife as it mimics a
woodland edg; if you are using a single species make sure it provides some
wildlife interest
- Native trees and shrubs always provide the most wildlife value. In Hackney
most existing hedges contain species such as hawthorn, blackthorn, field
maple, beech etc. Trees can be added at intervals to provide more interest,
such as hazel, oak or ash.
- Wildflowers and climbers can be added once the hedge is established
Maintaining hedgerows:
- In the first year remove weeds by hand and mulch the hedgerow.
- Once the hedges are c.5 years old they can be cut annually; it is best to cut
them to an ‘A-shaped’ profile so that they are slightly wider at the bottom
than the top
- the best time to cut hedges is late winter so that any berries are available as
a food source for wildlife; hedges should not be cut during the bird breeding
season (March to September)
Further advice:
- London Wildlife Trust – How to Plant a Mixed Hedgerow
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/portals/10/How%20to%20guides/HowToHedg
erow.pdf
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Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
Advice Note 4 – Biodiversity Enhancing Planting
Why?
Not all sites are suitable for creating large areas of natural habitats, however even
the smallest patch of green space within a park, development or private garden can
be enhanced for biodiversity through appropriate planting. Urban habitats can be
created by providing sources of food, shelter and places to breed for a range of
wildlife.
How?
Food: this can be sources of nectar for butterflies and bees, berries for birds, or
small insects that other species will feed on.
Shelter: all wildlife needs places to breed and rest so it is vital to include a range of
species in your planting plan to provide as much variety as possible. Taller shrubs
should be placed at the back of beds to provide additional shelter.
Choosing your plants:
- Select colourful species to attract a range of species. Blue, purple and yellow
flowers are often preferred by insects.
- Make sure there are species that flower at different times of the year to
provide a continuous source of nectar and pollen.
- Provide homes for larvae. For example, many species that butterflies feed on
cannot support their young so you may need to have a patch of nettles as
well as your nectar rich flowers.
Pollen and nectar sources for bumblebees throughout the seasons:
March and April
May and June
July and August
Berberis
Aquilegia
Cornflower
Bluebell
Campanula
Delphinium
Bugle
Comfrey
Fuchsia
Flowering Currant
Everlasting Pea
Lavender
Lungwort
Geranium
Rock-rose
Pussy Willow
Foxglove
Scabious
Rhododendron
Honeysuckle
Sea Holly
Rosemary
Monkshood
Heathers
Dead-nettle
Stachys
Heathers
Thyme
(adapted from Natural England’s ‘Help save the Bumblebee...get more buzz from your
garden’ available at http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/B00)

Further advice:
- London Wildlife Trust – How to Plant Drought Resistant Plants
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/portals/10/How%20to%20guides/HowToDrou
ghtResist.pdf
- BTCV – Insect Gardens
http://handbooks.btcv.org.uk/handbooks/content/section/4268
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Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
Advice Note 5 – Native Bulbs
Why?
Many people enjoy see a burst of colour in spring as the first bulbs of the year
appear. In our parks and green spaces bulbs often provide a reminder that nature is
all around us, even in our cities.
Native bulbs are the most beneficial for wildlife as they have developed in unison
with our insects and animals and can provide a valuable food source early in the
year. Many of our native bulbs have declined over the last century due to loss of
more natural habitats. Providing a home for them in our urban environments may
help to conserve these species.
How?
Make sure that the area to be planted does not have any existing wildlife interest.
Most sites in Hackney will have areas that are suitable to plant native woodland
bulbs. In the wild, these species grow under trees and flower before the tree canopy
closes.
Bulbs should be planted in the autumn, ideally September or October. It is very
important to use native species as some non-natives (such as Spanish bluebells) can
spread into the wild and cause problems for our wildlife. There are a number of
suppliers who can provide native bulbs that are sustainably sourced.
To get a dramatic effect it is good to plant a large number of bulbs and create a
‘carpet’ of colour. It is best for wildlife to have several different species on a site to
provide nectar sources for insects at slightly different times.
The following species are suitable to plant in Hackney:
Species
Minimum
group size
Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta)
2-3
Lesser celandine (Ranunculus ficaria)
2-3
Ramsons (Allium ursinum)
3-4
Snowdrops (Galanthus nivalis)
6
Wild daffodils (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) 2-3
Wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa)
2-3 rhizomes,
horizontally

Planting
depth
10cm
5cm
5cm
5cm
5cm
5cm

Spacing
60cm
15cm
30cm
30cm
30cm
30cm

Further advice:
- BTCV – Native flowering spring bulbs
http://www.cvni.org/biodiversity/advice/woodland/springbulbs/
- BTCV – Bulb planting
http://handbooks.btcv.org.uk/handbooks/content/section/1111?keywords=bu
lb
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Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
Advice Note 6 – Invertebrate Loggeries
Why?
Many insects and bugs need dead wood as part of their lifecycle. Some species feed
on the dead wood, while others use it as a home. Stag beetles are a protected
species because they are very rare. They lay their eggs in logs or stumps of dead
trees and the larva will spend up to seven years inside the dead wood.
The tidying up of parks and a lack of natural areas means that the amount of dead
wood in London has reduced in recent years. By creating insect loggeries we can
replace this valuable habitat and ensure it is situated in the areas where we want it.
This means we can ensure it fits in with the surroundings of parks and is not in areas
prone to disturbance.
Creating an invertebrate loggery is a simple and inexpensive process. It is a good
task to undertake with volunteer groups or trainees because it is an effective project
with a visible result.
How?
1. Find a number of large logs 10-50cm diameter. It is best to use a hardwood
(such as oak, beech, sycamore or ash) with bark still attached. Speak to the
park manager to find out if there are any logs already available in the site. If
not, our tree team often carry out works and may have logs available.
2. Decide where on your site you want to put the loggery. A partially shaded
works best.
3. Dig a hole about 60cm into the ground and place the logs in ‘end up’ as
shown in the picture below.
4. Fill the soil back around the log pile to make it secure.
5. Leave the loggery alone and the invertebrates will soon turn up

Loggery pyramid from
http://www.lbp.org.uk
/downloads/Publication
s/Management/stag_a
dvice.pdf

Further advice:
- London Wildlife Trust – Stag Beetle
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/Habitatsandspecies/Species/Londonsprioritysp
ecies/Stagbeetle/tabid/176/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
- PTES – Stepping Stones for Stags
http://www.ptes.org/?page=355
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Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
Advice Note 7 – Nesting Sites (boxes and bricks)
Why?
As we ‘tidy-up’ our urban environment we often reduce the number of places
available for birds to nest – such as gaps in buildings, areas of woodland or natural
river banks. It is possible to use artificial nesting sites to make up for some of this
decline and help to conserve our urban bird species.
How?
The specific details of nesting sites will vary depending on the species, however
there are a few key principles:
-

Unless the area is well sheltered, face the brick/box between north and east
to avoid strong sunlight and winds
Make sure birds have a clear flight path to the nest
Tilt boxes forward slightly so rain will bounce away
Nest boxes should be cleaned out every autumn once the birds have left
Nesting bricks incorporated into new developments often provide longer
lasting benefits and require less maintenance

Species
House
Sparrow and
Starling

Artificial nest type
Hole fronted (32mm for
house sparrow, 45mm
for starling)

Robin and
Wren
Tits

Open fronted

Swift

Kingfisher
and Sand
Martin

Hole fronted (25mm
hole for blue, coal and
marsh tits, 28mm for
great tits)
‘Letterbox’ entrance
minimum 65mm – 2535mmm
Artificial tunnel

Tawny Owl

Open fronted

Peregrine
Falcons

Open fronted or open
trays

Location
2-4m up a wall or up
under eaves, 2-3 can
be placed nearby as
they nest in loose
colonies
Below 2m, well hidden
in vegetation
2-4m up a tree or wall

Under eaves in houses
or >5m up offices/
commercial buildings
Banks of watercourses
or nearby

At least 2.5m above
ground on tree trunks
or branches
20-200m above ground
on suitable structures
(see further advice)

Further advice:
- Design for Biodiversity www.d4b.org.uk
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Further advice

http://www.rspb.org.uk/a
dvice/helpingbirds/nestbo
xes/smallbirds/index.aspx

http://www.londonsswifts.org.uk/
http://www.lbp.org.uk/do
wnloads/Publications/Man
agement/artificial_bank_c
reation.pdf
http://www.bto.org/gbw/
Tawny_Owl_Survey/tawn
y_owl_nestboxes.htm
http://www.lbp.org.uk/do
wnloads/Publications/Man
agement/peregrine_nestbox_advice.pdf

Hackney Biodiversity Partnership
Advice Note 8 – Bat Sites (boxes and bricks)
Why?
Bats roost in various places depending on their species and the time of year. Roosts
can include hollow trees, roof spaces, behind boarding and both old and new houses.
The gaps and crevices bats use can be lost as buildings are tidied-up and made more
energy efficient. There is also a tendency to remove old trees from public spaces for
health and safety reasons.
Artificial bat roosting sites may held to make up for some of this loss in habitat and
provide homes for our highly protected bat species.
How?
Details of boxes and bricks will vary depending on the species of bat and the time of
year the feature is to be used, however there are a few key principles:
-

-

Boxes and bricks should be sited at least 2m above ground on a structure or
tree with some shelter. The entrance should be accessible and not covered.
To encourage bats to use boxes and bricks, foraging habitats should be
incorporated into the landscape design. Guidance on planting schemes is
available from the Bat Conservation Trust at:
http://www.bats.org.uk/publications_download.php/231/Encouraging_bats_u
pdated_Oct09.pdf.
Bat bricks are preferable in new developments. As well as blending in with
the structure, they will provide longer lasting benefits and require minimal
maintenance.
Wooden boxes should be made of rough wood so that bats are able to grip to
it. The FSC logo shows wood is from a sustainable source.

Details on sourcing bat bricks and boxes:
- Bat Conservation Trust – Construction Industry
http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/construction_industry.html
Guides to making bat boxes:
- Bat Conservation Trust
http://www.bats.org.uk/publications_download.php/235/Howtomakeabatbox.
pdf
- Norfolk Bat Group http://www.norfolk-bat-group.org.uk/framebb.html

Further Advice:
- Bat Conservation Trust – www.bats.org.uk
- London Bat Group - http://www.londonbats.org.uk/
- Lea Valley Bats - http://www.leevalleybats.org.uk/

-

Design for Biodiversity www.d4b.org.uk
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Appendix 7: School Grounds Useful Contacts
What they do
Learning Trust Sustainable Schools Officer.
Contact:
robert.sambrooks@learningtrust.co.uk
020 8820 7302
Hackney Environmental Education Network. Group of local environmental
organisations and teachers committed to raising the profile of education for
sustainable development in Hackney schools. Contact via Learning Trust.
The only charity dedicated solely to protecting the capital's wildlife and wild
spaces. Engages London's diverse communities through access to nature
reserves, campaigning, volunteering and education. Run education sessions in
schools and at nature reserves. More info at:
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/Education/tabid/247/language/enGB/Default.aspx

Learning
Live

Aims to transform the capital with 2,012 new food growing spaces by 2012.
The scheme aims to identify suitable patches of land around London and offers
financial and practical support to groups or organisations that want to grow
food for themselves and for the local community. More info at:
www.capitalgrowth.org
Campaign for school gardening. Aiming to help schools take the curriculum
outside and change the eating habits of the nation's children, through growing
fruit and vegetables. More info at: www.rhs.org.uk/schoolgardening

Growing
Schools

E-learning portal for Hackney schools. The purpose of the site is to support
teaching and learning, ensure access to key documents and to share good
practice. More info at:
http://www.learninglive.co.uk/teachers/environmental_edu/initiatives/index.asp

Capital
Growth

Education service with extensive expertise and experience in education for
sustainable development for people of all ages. Can travel to schools or
community events to deliver activities. More info at:
http://www.ecoactive.org.uk/

RHS

Eco-Active

London Wildlife
Trust

HEEN

Learning
Trust

Who

Initiative from the DCSF that encourages all schools to make greater use of
their grounds, and the wider environment, as a teaching resource. More info
at: www.growingschools.org.uk
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Appendix 8: Urban Foxes
Although many people enjoy seeing foxes, Hackney Council recognises that foxes
can be a nuisance and sometimes cause damage. As such, we have pulled together
some information about urban foxes and how to deter and discourage them.
Foxes are not a protected species as such, but they are protected against abuse and
ill-treatment. Foxes are not classified as pest or vermin and local authorities do not
have an obligation to act against them. Like other London boroughs, Hackney
Council do not trap or destroy foxes because this is not effective; when a fox is
removed another fox will quickly take over the vacant territory.
The following tips may help to deter foxes:
General
• Don’t use fertilisers like blood, fish and bone as the smell attracts foxes.
• Ensure that domestic waste in plastic bags is not stored outside unless the
bags are kept in a secure container, and ensure that plastic bags are only put
out for removal on the day of collection.
• Don’t hand feed foxes or leave food out for them.
• Use bird feeders on a high bird table or feeder rather than leaving scraps on
the ground.
• Ensure air bricks under your house are in good repair and use weld mesh to
proof gaps below garden sheds.
• Make sure that small pets or chickens are kept in strong hutches or
enclosures and that foxes cannot dig their way in.
Fencing
• A secure barrier at least two metres high would be required to deter foxes.
• Ideally the fence should have a 30cm overhang at the top and be buried to a
depth of at least 45cm into the ground.
Repellents
• There are a number of commercial animal repellents available from garden
centres and hardware stores. These deterrents use smells to encourage foxes
to leave the area, however they made need to be used persistently to ensure
the fox vacates their territory.
• Only approved products can be legally used and they must be used in
accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
Further Advice and Information
• Advice is available on the Fox Deterrence Helpline provided by The Fox
Project on 01892 826222.
• Natural England: Urban Foxes Advice Note
http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/SIN003
• The Fox Project: Deterrence Sheet
http://www.zip-pix.com/foxp/infosheet/deterrence%202009w.pdf
• London Wildlife Trust: Foxes in London Policy Statement
Available via http://www.wildlondon.org.uk/policy-and-research
Hackney Council (November 2011)
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From The health and wellbeing profile for Hackney and the City: Our joint strategic needs
assessment 2009. Available at: http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/CC44FE3451D2-4E9B-8F1E-6D5BE3063283/0/BC_RS_H_WPH_CFINAL200110.pdf
xv
See: http://www.hackney.gov.uk/sports-walking-together.htm
xvi
From Natural England: Climate change adaptation. Available at:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/regions/london/ourwork/futurelondon/climatechange.aspx
xvii
See: http://www.london.gov.uk/lccp/ourclimate/flood.jsp
xviii
Available at: http://www.london.gov.uk/lccp/publications/docs/londons-changing-climatetechnical-report.pdf
xix
Social Spaces: A Strategy for Parks in Hackney 2008-2013. Available at:
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/Assets/Documents/parks-strategy.pdf
xx
Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder, Richard Louv
2005
xxi
From Childhood and Nature: A Survey on Changing Relationships with Nature Across
Generations. Available at:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/Childhood%20and%20Nature%20Survey_tcm610515.pdf
xxii
See: http://www.lotc.org.uk/
xxiii
From Hackney Key Facts and Figures. Available at:
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/Assets/Documents/facts-and-figures.pdf
xxiv
See: http://www.hackney.gov.uk/xp-factsandfigures-deprivation.htm
xxv
From Outdoors For All Action Plan. Available at:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/documents/countryside/dap-ofa.pdf
xxvi
See: Improving Londoners' Access to Nature, London Plan (Consolidated with Alterations
since 2004) Implementation Report. Available at:
http://legacy.london.gov.uk/mayor/planning/docs/access-to-nature.pdf
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xxvii

Core Strategy available at http://www.hackney.gov.uk/Assets/Documents/Adopted-LDFCore-Strategy-final-incchaptimagescov-Dec2010-low-res.pdf
xxviii
Capturing Richness available at:
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/capturingrichnessfinaltcm2-10023_tcm6-4017.pdf
xxix
www.gigl.org.uk
xxx
Under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949
xxxi
Information at
http://www.gigl.org.uk/Ourdatasets/Habitat/GLAHabitatSurvey/tabid/133/Default.aspx
xxxii
The nine priority habitats with Habitat Suitability Maps are acid grassland, calcareous
grassland, floodplain grazing marsh, heathland, lowland meadow, reedbed, rivers and
streams, standing water (pond) and woodland. There are four additional priority habitats
identified in Table 7.3 of the London Plan: orchards, tidal Thames, fen marsh and swamp,
and open mosaic habitat (NB it was not deemed appropriate to map these habitats using the
same approach). Please note that Hackney does not have all of the above habitats, nor is it
suitable for all of them due to underlying geology and land use issues. Individual habitats are
addressed in the specific action plans.
xxxiii
Information about triggers for biodiversity assessments, including lighting, is available in
the Hakney Advice Note: Biodiversity Validation and Biodiversity Assessment:
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/Assets/Documents/Hackney_Advice_Note__Biodiversity_Validation_and_Biodiversity_Assessments.pdf
xxxiv
See: http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/bats_and_lighting.html
xxxv
Living in Hackney Scrutiny Committee food growing reports are available at:
http://mginternet.hackney.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=11515 and
http://mginternet.hackney.gov.uk/mgConvert2PDF.aspx?ID=11516
xxxvi
See: http://www.d4b.org.uk/
xxxvii
Definition of UK BAP Habitat Open Mosaic Habitat on Previously Developed Land at:
http://www.ukbap.org.uk/library/UKBAPPriorityHabitatDescriptionsfinalAllhabitats20081022.p
df
xxxviii
Available at: http://legacy.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/sds/docs/living-roofs.pdf
xxxix
Available at: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/91967.aspx
xl
Available at: http://www.nfrc.co.uk/upload/GRO%20CODE%202011.pdf
xli
Available at: http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/NE265
xlii
Available at:
http://www.neighbourhoodsgreen.org.uk/ng/resources/publications/A%20natural%20estate.
pdf
xliii
See: http://www.neighbourhoodsgreen.org.uk/ng/
xliv
From Hackney Open Space and Sports Assessment, Atkins 2004. Available at:
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/ep-open-space.htm
xlv
Available at: http://www.hackney.gov.uk/Assets/Documents/xp-lb_hackneycensus2001.pdf
xlvi
Available at: http://legacy.london.gov.uk/assembly/reports/environment/frontgardens.pdf
xlvii
GLA Interim Housing Design Guide and Providing for Children and Young People's Play and
Informal Recreation (SPG) Requires: A minimum of 5sqm of private outdoor space for 1-2
person dwelling and an extra 1sqm per additional occupant. Developments where there is an
estimated child occupancy of 10 children or more should seek to make appropriate play
provision to meet the needs arising from the development. The benchmark standard of a
minimum of 10sqm per child. Available at:
http://legacy.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/sds/docs/spg-children-recreation.pdf
xlviii
See: http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/
xlix
See: http://dalstongarden.site11.com/
l
From Hackney Census Profile. Available at:
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/census2001/profiles/00am.asp
li
Available at http://www.cabe.org.uk/files/making-contracts-work-for-wildlife.pdf
lii
‘Healthy walks’ are group walks organised by the Council and other partners to encourage
healthier lifestyles. Hackney’s scheme is called Walking Together, see
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http://www.hackney.gov.uk/sports-walking-together.htm. Information about the national
Walking for Health scheme is at http://www.wfh.naturalengland.org.uk/.
liii
As identified in the Review of the usage and health impact of parks and green spaces in
Hackney and the City of London (June 2009)
liv
Approximately 75% of dwelling space is made up of flats, maisonettes or apartments,
compared to 49% in London and just under 20% in England. This suggests that properties in
Hackney have a lower proportion of private green space than elsewhere in the country. From
Hackney Open Space and Sports Assessment, Atkins 2004. Available at:
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/ep-open-space.htm
lv
London Borough of Hackney Sustainable Schools Audit 2008
lvi
Thames 21 Love the Lee http://www.thames21.org.uk/LovetheLee
lvii
Nationally Scarce Grade B. Recorded in 31-100 10km squares since 1980.
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