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Foreword
Lee Valley Regional Park is known and recognised as
one of the nation’s great parks; a place that offers a
unique combination of activities, sights and experiences.
For over 40 years the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority
has been working alongside many partner organisations
to transform the post-industrial land along the River Lee
into a place for leisure, recreation, sport and nature.
The Park is now a mosaic of award-winning open
spaces, heritage sites, country parks, farms, golf
courses, lakes and riverside trails, campsites, marinas,
angling and boating locations. All of these attract more
than 4 million visitors a year. In addition, the Park will
include a number of new facilities delivered as part of
the legacy of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic
Games. These facilities include the Lee Valley White
Water Centre near Waltham Cross, Hertfordshire,
the Lee Valley Velodrome and VeloPark, and the Lee
Valley Hockey and Tennis Centres, all within the Queen
Elizabeth Olympic Park at Stratford.

Our Park Development Framework is a suite of
documents that will collectively provide the blueprint for
our future efforts: setting out what we want to achieve,
how we plan to balance competing demands, and how
we intend to make best use of the limited resources
available.
We hope it will provide inspiration and focus for the
future collective efforts of landowners within the Park,
our partners, stakeholders and everyone with an interest
in the Lee Valley and Lee Valley Regional Park.

Derrick Ashley Chairman

Shaun Dawson Chief Executive
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The Park
The Lee Valley Regional Park was created on the 1st
January 1967, through an Act of Parliament: the Lee
Valley Regional Park Act 1966.
The creators of the Regional Park wanted to provide
a destination for the growing populations of London,
Essex and Hertfordshire to enjoy recreation and leisure
activities unavailable elsewhere. The corridor alongside
the River Lee was at that time a mix of derelict and
operational industrial land, undeveloped marshlands,
water supply reservoirs, farmland, glasshouses and
municipal parks. The new Regional Park was to
transform these areas to create a continuous corridor
of open space and built leisure and sports facilities that
would provide a wide range of recreation and leisure
opportunities.
The purpose of the Park is clearly defined in the Park
Act, as:
“… a place for the occupation of leisure, recreation,
sport, games or amusements or any similar activity, for
the provision of nature reserves and for the provision
and enjoyment of entertainments of any kind.” Section
12(1) Lee Valley Regional Park Act 1966

Much has been achieved since the Park was created.
The Park now includes 10,000 acres (over 4,000ha) and
winds its way 26 miles: along the banks of the River Lee
from Ware in Hertfordshire, down through Essex, North
London, and past Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park to
East India Dock Basin on the River Thames.
The Park is a fantastic mix of sport and leisure venues,
heritage sites, gardens, nature reserves and riverside
trails; offering an endless range of things to do. It is easy
to reach by bike, car, train, or on foot, and visitors can
spend anything from a few hours to a few days enjoying
and exploring.
The Park is also one of the homes of the most exciting
events in the world – the London 2012 Olympic and
Paralympic Games. The Games will not only provide a
great sporting spectacle, but will deliver a lasting benefit
for the Park; four world-class sports venues are to be
located within the Park boundary, with the remaining
Olympic venues and parklands situated alongside.
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The Park Authority
The Park Act, which established the Lee Valley Regional
Park Authority, placed a duty on the Authority to develop,
improve, preserve and manage the Park, either directly or
through others.
We are working towards delivering this duty in three key
ways:

As owner and manager of land and facilities
within the Park
We own and manage approximately 3,800 acres
(1,500ha) of the total Park area. It is our duty to use our
available resources to develop and manage that estate.
We know we will need to work closely with a range of
partners, and seek additional resources and expertise,
in order to deliver the features, facilities and activities
that contribute to our vision and aims
for the Park.

As a champion, leader, facilitator and
coordinator of other landowners within the Park
The remaining 6,200 acres (2,500ha) of the Park is
owned and managed by others. The success of our
Park vision is hugely dependant on other landowners
and managers working together towards a shared

aspiration. A vital part of our future work is working
alongside the land owners to achieve our vision for the
Park; to work collectively towards Park-wide coordinated
and complementary facilities, attractions and activities,
and to assist each other where appropriate with shared
resources, advice and expertise.

As a statutory planning consultee
The Act confers on the Authority the role of a statutory
planning consultee. This means that we must be
consulted on any planning applications within, or which
impact on, the Park. We will use this role to continue
to champion the Park and to do everything we can to
ensure that local planning authorities give appropriate
regard to our aims and purposes.
We will:
• Oppose in principle any planning applications relating
to land within the Park that include land uses which are
not compliant with the purpose of the Park (as set out
in Section 12 of the Park Act).
• Seek to ensure that all planning approvals relating to
land within the Park will lead to a positive contribution
to our vision, aims and objectives.
• Seek to ensure that all planning approvals relating to
land outside the Park boundaries will have no negative
impact on the Park, and where possible lead to a
positive contribution to our vision, aims and objectives.
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The Park Development Framework
The Park Development Framework sets out the Park
Authority’s aspirations for future development and
management.
There are a number of core documents that make up
the Park Development Framework:
• Vision, Aims and Principles (published July 2010).
• Objectives and proposals, which will be produced in
two complementary documents. These focus on:
- Thematic proposals (this document), setting out our
proposals throughout the Park for each of our six
aims - Visitors, Sport and Recreation, Biodiversity,
Community, Landscape and Heritage, Environment.
- Area Proposals, setting out our proposals for the Park
on a more detailed location basis.
There is also a range of other documents that provide
additional information to support the core documents
identified above. This includes the Part 2 Area Proposals
included in the adopted Park Plan 2000. For more
information please refer to the Park Development
Scheme www.leevalleypark.org.uk/parkframework.
The Park Development Framework reflects our
aspirations for the whole Park, and includes large
areas of land over which we have no direct control. The
framework documents therefore provide two functions:
the strategic framework for our ongoing activities, and
guidance for others involved in the development and
management of land within the Park.
The Authority is not a planning authority but it has a
range of powers and duties in relation to the statutory
planning process. Section 14(1) of the Park Act requires

the Authority to prepare a plan setting out proposals
for the future management and development of the
Regional Park. Riparian planning authorities are under a
mandatory obligation to include those parts of the
plan affecting their areas within their own relevant
planning strategies and policies.
Our current plan of proposals is the Lee Valley Regional
Park Plan adopted in 2000.  The Park Development
Framework will in time include proposals for all land
within the Park, and will fully satisfy our duty to produce
a plan of proposals as required under Section 14 of the
Park Act.  Once complete it will replace the Park Plan
2000. However the preparation and adoption of proposals
for the entire area of the Park will take time, so a phased
replacement of the Park Plan 2000 proposals with Park
Development Framework proposals will take place, as
and when specific areas of the Park are reviewed and
proposals agreed.  Where proposals from the Park Plan
2000 remain relevant, these will be incorporated into the
Park Development Framework.
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Policy Context
The range of information that informed the content of the Park Development Framework
European and
national law and
regulation

National policy
and guidance

Lee Valley
Regional Park
Act 1966

Regional policy
and guidance

Local planning
policy

The Policy Context, the Park Authority’s and our stakeholders’ ideas inform the content of the Park Development Framework

Park
Development
Framework

Park Development Framework
A suite of documents that collectively describe the Park Authority’s aspirations
for the future development and management of the Park
Supporting documents

Core documents
Vision, Aims and Principles

Park
Development
Scheme

Sustainability
Appraisal

Objectives and Proposals

Statement of
Community
Involvement

Habitats
Regulations
Screening

Policy and
Strategy
Documents

Baseline Report

Thematic
Proposals

Area
Proposals

The Park Development Framework guides the activities of the Park Authority and other stakeholders

Lee Valley Regional Park Authority
activities
Setting out how we will work towards delivering
the Park Development Framework

Annual
Service
Plan

Activities of others
How the Park Development Framework will
influence the activities of others around the Park

Business Strategy

Local Authority
Planning Policy

Business Plan

Partnership
Projects

Facility
Business
Plan

Site
Management
Plans

Other owners
development &
management

The Park Development Framework will be reviewed regularly, informed by the achievements of the Park Authority and other stakeholders

Documents formally adopted by Lee Valley Regional Park Authority
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Strategic Aims

We believe our vision for the Park will be achieved through the delivery of six strategic aims.

Visitors
A Park that is a high quality and regionally unique visitor destination
We want the Park to be a great destination. A special place to visit, somewhere people
choose to come again and again because it provides experiences they cannot find anywhere
else. We believe that to be a great destination, the Park needs more than just great
activities, sights and experiences: it needs to be well known and recognised, easy and
enjoyable to get to and move around, and accessible to people of all abilities.

Sport and Recreation
A Park that delivers a range of high quality opportunities for sport
and recreation
The Park has been conceived and developed over the past 40 years to be a place for
leisure, recreation and sport. These activities continue to be at the heart of what the Park
is about. We want to ensure the Park is a place that offers exciting and varied experiences
that attract, and are used by, as many people as possible - while at the same time
ensuring that what is offered is of the highest quality.

Biodiversity
A Park that delivers a high quality biodiversity resource for the region
The Park is a valuable biodiversity resource. Large areas of the Park are internationally
designated and protected for their nature conservation value, while other sites within the
Park have similar recognition and protection at a national, regional and local level. We
want to continue to develop and manage the Park to be an even richer place for wildlife –
a place where plants and animals can thrive, and where people can experience and enjoy
the natural environment.
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Continued.

Community
A Park that helps people improve their wellbeing
We want a Park which is first and foremost a place for people – a place where anyone and
everyone is encouraged to visit and get active, creative, involved, meet others, learn new things
or simply enjoy themselves. It is a place to develop happier and healthier individuals, and in
turn happier and healthier communities. We believe the Park is a fantastic venue for all sorts of
activities and events that will give people the reason and motivation to come and visit.

Landscape and Heritage
A Park landscape that embraces the physical, cultural and social
heritage of the area
We want the Park to be a great landscape: a place that looks, sounds, smells and feels
amazing. We want a Park landscape that reflects its river valley character, yet retains
the distinctive personality of each local area. It should tell the unique story of the Lee
Valley and communicate its rich and historic diversity.

Environment

A Park that contributes to the environmental sustainability
of the region
The Park is home to many different activities that support modern urban life: drinking water
supply, disposal of waste, production of food and energy, sand and gravel extraction, flood water
storage, electricity pylons, waterways, roads and railways. We want a Park that can provide and
accommodate these important functions, while allowing people to use and enjoy the facilities on offer, supporting wildlife,
and contributing to a sustainable future for all.  We also believe the Park will play an increasingly important role in helping to
mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change.
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Visitors
A Park that is a high quality and regionally unique visitor destination

Why do we think it is important?
• A regional park should be a special place that offers visitors experiences they cannot find
elsewhere.
• We want as many people as possible to visit the Park and experience and enjoy what it has
to offer.
• Visitors desire high quality facilities and services. It makes the visit enjoyable and memorable,
invites return visits, and encourages a positive experience to be relayed to family and friends.

In this section:
Objective 1.1 – Identity and brand

Objective 1.4 – Visitor facilities

A Park that is known and attracts visitors
from across the region

A network of visitor facilities

Objective 1.5 – Accommodation
Objective 1.2 – Access to the Park
A Park that is easy to access and experience

Objective 1.3 - Routes
An extensive network of routes

A range of visitor accommodation
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Visitors
Objective 1.1 – Identity and brand

A Park that is known and attracts visitors from across
the region
Where are we now?
Over four million visitors enjoy the Park each year. We
use a range of marketing techniques to communicate
with current and potential visitors, and with
stakeholders, partners and benefactors. We undertake
promotional activities throughout the year: seeking
media opportunities, carrying out campaigns, producing
regular bulletins, updates and briefings, appearing
at conferences, seminars and exhibitions – and of
course communicating all up to the minute information
through our website. In addition, we produce supporting
literature for each key site and for the Park as a whole.

What do we want to achieve?
• To deliver a distinctive and memorable brand and
identity that captures the core values of the Park,
symbolises its uniqueness, and reflects its importance
as a place to visit.
• To create a brand and identity that instills pride in
those landowners within the Park.
• To draw upon the London 2012 Olympic and
Paralympics Games as a focus for increasing the
profile of the Park.

How will we deliver?

integrated landscape entity.
• Reflect and celebrate local distinctiveness.
• Promote the identity of the Park as a whole
alongside individual landowner and manager
identities, so as to encourage them to adopt and
use the brand correctly and effectively.

On our estate
We will
• Undertake a long term investment programme for new
and replacement visitor infrastructure throughout our
estate (to include signage, furniture, paths etc.).
• Implement operational rebranding (to include printed
material, web pages, uniforms, vehicle livery etc.).
• Continue a range of marketing measures to build
market presence and create further awareness of the
Park brand.

For the whole Park

Working with others

We will
• Prepare a comprehensive branding strategy that will help
define an identity and brand for the Park as a whole.
• Provide clear guidance on how the brand and identity
of the Park Authority and our estate will relate to the
whole Park brand.
• Prepare design guidance for the visitor infrastructure
throughout the Park (e.g. signage, furniture, materials
etc). It is important that this guidance should:
• Support the development of the Park as an

We will
• Work with landowners and managers within the Park
to implement an approach to visitor infrastructure that
promotes the Park identity as a whole (alongside those
of the individual landowner and manager identities).
• Work with landowners and managers within the Park
to develop a coordinated approach to the marketing of
facilities, features and the visitor offer that is consistent
with our Park identity and brand, and which meets a
level of quality compatible with our standards.
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Visitors
Objective 1.2 – Access to the Park

A Park that is easy to access and experience
Where are we now?
Rail

Access to the Regional Park via rail varies in quality.
The London Liverpool Street to Cambridge rail line,
operated by National Express East Anglia (NEEA),
follows the western boundary of the Park. With five or
more trains per hour this provides good links to Stratford
and central London, as well as locations further afield
including Hertford, Cambridge, and the east of England.
The eastern side of the Park is less well served by rail.
Only Roydon Station, provides a suitable entry, with two
trains stopping every hour.  

Bus
In spite of improvements to directional signage, access
from many of these rail stations to the Park can be
uninviting and confusing. Proposals are being discussed
to expand parts of the NEEA route from two to four
tracks, in order to improve frequency of trains, capacity
and ease congestion.

An extensive but complicated bus network exists within
the Park and surrounding region. Most of the Park’s
facilities are accessible by one or more bus services,
although bus stops are not always located in close
proximity to all facilities.

The south of the valley is traversed by a number of
additional lines, with services provided by other train
operating companies, London Underground and the
Docklands Light Railway. These rail and tube lines
provide important services to the Park for the wider
London region, yet many of the stations lie some
distance from the Park’s boundaries, and in spite of
signage, entry to the Park is often difficult to locate
especially for the visitor new to the area.
It is anticipated that the development of Stratford
International close to the Park, as well as improvements
to public transport from the legacy of the Olympics,
will help reconnect the southern part of the Park with
neighbouring areas and the wider region. In addition,
the development of Cross Rail represents a unique
opportunity to increase access to the Park from across
London and Essex.  

Car
The majority of visitors travel to the Regional Park by
car (2008/9 data revealed 64.2% / 2,825,029 people
came by car). Road access to the Regional Park is
reasonable, although journey times vary considerably
due to local road conditions, congestion, and whether a
busy commuter route is used (e.g. the A10, M25, A104).
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Foot
Most of the Park is surrounded by urban areas, where
existing streets provide a good network of routes for
moving around on foot. Unfortunately, access into the Park
from the surrounding streets is in many areas restricted
by barriers such as major roads, rail lines, waterways,
industrial areas and private land. These barriers mean that
for much of the Park, entry points are limited and there is
often some distance between entrances.
The more rural areas to the north of the Park are well
connected to an extensive public right of way network,
although in many areas there is still some distance
separating each entry point into the Park.
There are a number of strategic walking routes crossing
the Park, including the Lee Valley Walk, the Lea Valley
Pathway, the London Loop and the Capital Ring.

Horse Riding
Cycling
The established cycle network provides good
connections into the Park from the south. From the
north, cycle networks are less well established and
opportunities to cycle into the Park are generally limited
to using the existing road network.

Horse riding routes that connect with the Park are
situated to the north at Stanstead Abbotts, Amwell,
Holyfield, as well as south of Nazeing and around
Gilwell Park (east of Sewardstone Road). Good
bridleway networks exist beyond the Park boundary to
the north and east, especially within Epping Forest.
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What do we want to achieve?
To ensure that the Park is easy for people to
get to and enjoy.

We believe there are five main areas that will help us to
achieve this: -

1. Access for all

4. Getting to the Park by car
We recognise that vehicle access to many areas of the
Park will remain the preferred mode of transport in the
foreseeable future. We will strive to ensure the Park is
easily located and accessible from the surrounding road
network, and that adequate provision for vehicles is
made at key Park facilities.

We want to make sure that everyone in the region can
get to the Park easily, and that any barriers to access
are removed.  This is equally true for people living on
its doorstep in inner London or from across the whole
region.

2. Getting to the Park by Public Transport
We want as many people as possible to use the public
transport network to get to the Park, especially those
coming from places that are too far to walk or cycle. We
want to improve the quality of access from the existing
rail and bus services to make it easier to get from these
transport networks into the Park.

5. Remote access
3. Getting to the Park by foot or cycle
We want people to be able to walk, run or cycle to the
Park easily. In order to maximise accessibility we want
to ensure high quality links between the Park’s internal
routes and the external Public Right of Way, cycle and
bridleway network. We aim to deliver a fully integrated
route network to, and through, the Park.

The Park does not only benefit people who visit. Many
people experience the Park through written information,
the internet, newspaper reports and word of mouth.
We want to build on our levels of remote access. To do
this the Park must compete successfully in a crowded
media market. This will require not only a strong
brand and identity for the Park, but also a creative and
constantly evolving approach to what, how, where and
when the Park presents itself to the regional audience.
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How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Encourage access to the Park by sustainable transport
modes, including walking, running, cycling and public
transport.
• Ensure the Park is truly accessible to all, and that
barriers which prevent access for any section of the
regional community are removed wherever possible.
• Ensure entrance points into the Park are located
intelligently to provide appropriate links with external
routes and public transport networks.
• Develop a strong Park identity and brand, and an
accompanying marketing strategy, to maximise
exposure to the regional market and highlight
sustainable transport options for accessing the Park.
• Develop a comprehensive and coordinated signage
system. This will include appropriate entrance and
branding signage where main transport routes lie
adjacent to or cross the Park and improvements to
signage into the Park from immediate neighbourhoods
both residential and industrial.
• Encourage remote access to the Park through ongoing
development of our website. This will include potential
live stream links to sites and/or events of interest; and
ongoing development and distribution of promotional
and informational literature.

Working with others
We will
• Work with rail operators, including National Express
East Anglia (NEEA), Transport for London and other
relevant operators to maximise awareness and
information about the Park across the rail network. This
will include the provision of high quality station signage
and information relating to the Park: promotion of the
Park facilities and location, branding and marketing of
the existing NEEA rail route as the ‘Lee Valley Park’
line, and ensuring all access routes across the railway
infrastructure are retained and enhanced.
• Work with Network Rail and other partners to explore
opportunities and alleviate the impact arising from
changes to the rail network infrastructure, including:
• Potential reopening of Lea Bridge Road Station.

• Potential development or relocation of Ponders
End and Angel Road Stations.
• Potential expansion of the Lee Valley line to
four tracks.
• Work with bus operators to locate bus routes and bus
stops near to Park entrances and visitor facilities, to
include appropriate signage providing directions to
Park facilities and to schedule operating times with
Park based events and operations.
• Work with local highway authorities to:
• Enhance the quality of routes to the Park (e.g. from
rail stations), by improving streetscapes, creating
additional signage and mitigating any existing
barriers to access.
• Enhance directional vehicle signage to the Park,
and to key features and facilities within the Park, with
motorway “brown signs” and local information signs.
• Enhance access to the Park by sustainable
transport modes (e.g. walking, running, cycling and
horseback) by developing quality links between
the Parks’ internal and external public right of way
networks, and cycle and bridleway networks, to
deliver integrated routes to and through the Park.
• Create a wide network of web links with local and
regional authorities, and other partners/stakeholders.
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Visitors
Objective 1.3 - Routes

An extensive network of routes
Where are we now?
Pedestrian and cycle

There is an excellent range of walking and cycling
routes throughout the Park.
A number of strategic routes pass through, and link
sites, within the Park - most notably the Lea Valley Walk,
the London Loop and the Capital Ring. These offer
opportunities for the long distance as well as the local
or casual walker. In addition there are a variety of other
named routes within the Park each offering a range
of walking experiences. Notably these include the Lee
Valley Pathway (an alternative north / south route to the
Lee Valley Walk), and others promoted across the ‘Get
Active in the Lee Valley Regional Park - 40 routes to
explore and discover’ campaign.

Bridleways
There is a small provision of bridle routes within the
Park. These are limited to Walthamstow Marshes (in
the vicinity of Lee Valley Riding Centre) and along the
boundary of Gunpowder Park. While there has been
work on developing comprehensive routes into the
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park with the ODA, further
initiatives are required to design and develop additional
bridleways.

Cyclists are also well catered for. The River Lee
Country Park, in particular, is a key ‘hot spot’ for
cycling, with 6 routes of varying length, while cycle
hire facilities are available in the Park at Old Mill and
Meadows (Broxbourne), and at Stonebridge Lock
(Tottenham Marshes).  

Waterways
The access potential of the waterways within the Park is
considerable. The River Lee Navigation links the River Stort
Navigation in the north of the Park, with the Regents’ and
Grand Union Canals in the south via the Hertford Union
Canal and the Limehouse Cut finally arriving at the River
Thames. The Lee Navigation provides a recreational and
potential commercial water route throughout the length of
the Park. The recently completed navigation enhancement
work at Three Mills Lock and the Bow Back Rivers will add
to the quality and multifunctionality of the current provision.
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The Authority operates two marina sites, one at
Springfield on the lower reaches of the River Lee
(200 Berths) and the other at Stanstead Abbotts (200
berths) in the north that is situated within a mile of the
confluence of the Lee and Stort.
The Lee Valley Boat centre at Broxbourne offers boats
for hire and passenger boats for pleasure trips. These
provide a means of accessing different riverside areas
of the Park.
British Waterways (BW) is currently identifying sites
in the lower Lee Valley for the development of a water
bus service. This is planned to be operational in 2011,
in order to provide transport to the Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park. BW anticipates that sufficient demand
and consumer interest will have been generated by this
proposal, in order to ensure its success.

Vehicle
Vehicle access into the Park relies on the busy ‘A’ roads

that cross the Park, as well as on local roads that track
the Park boundary (and which, in a few cases, cross
from east to west). For example, Sewardstone Road and
the Crooked Mile follow the eastern edge of the Park
south and north of the M25 respectively. These ‘edge
roads’ provide vehicle access into the Park at key points
serving existing facilities e.g. the River Lee Country Park
and Lee Valley Park Farms off the Crooked Mile, and
Gunpowder Park off Sewardstone Road.
In the north there are a number of local roads that cross
the Park (including one toll road operated by Thames
Water), and which enhance vehicle access. However
most of these edge and crossing roads also function as
local distributor roads and carry heavy commercial and
industrial traffic.
Further south, a concentrated road network provides
routes in to the Park. However all these are heavily
trafficked. Recent work for the Lea Bridge Road
Planning Framework identified a series of measures to
alter perceptions of the road; from its current restricted
north south access, to its development as a ‘Park Road’.
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2. Pedestrian and cycle secondary
route network
• We want to develop a secondary route network that will
provide a more diverse range of routes. This will offer a
range of surface types, gradients, and experiences in
keeping with the specific local character of the area.
• The secondary route network will be fully integrated
and accessible from the primary network.

3. Specific use route networks

What do we want to achieve?
To build on the existing network of paths, cycle
ways, bridleways, and waterways to develop
a route network that provides full coverage of
the Park.
To provide a network that will link Park
entrances with key visitor facilities and
features, and provide a range of recreational
experiences for Park visitors, as well as offroad routes for day-to-day community use.
We believe there are three key elements to this
future network:

1. Primary pedestrian and cycle route network
• We want to develop a primary pedestrian and cycle
route which will provide a core network of high quality,
all weather, shared use routes linking Park entrances,
key visitor facilities and sites of interest.
• This will include routes through the Park that will
encourage recreational use and provide an off-road
alternative for more functional day-to-day uses (e.g.
commuting, school routes, shopping etc).
• The primary route network will also integrate existing
strategic and other routes from beyond the Park
boundary (including existing ‘named’ routes), to create
a range of ‘circular’ routes through the Park.

• We want to develop a range of routes that meet the
needs of specific users. Many of these routes can be
shared and will form part of the primary and secondary
route network. These specific use routes include:
• Mountain bike trails – to be located in appropriate
areas of the Park. These will be designed to protect
biodiversity values and avoid conflict with other
recreational users.
• Bridleway network – to provide routes through the Park
that link with the established bridleway network outside
the Park boundary.
• Water – we want to facilitate and support use of the
navigation as a recreational, leisure and commercial
transport network.
• Vehicle routes – we want to ensure vehicle routes (non
highway) within the Park provide appropriate levels of
vehicle access to features and facilities that they serve.
Wherever possible, these routes will function as shared
surface routes forming part of the primary pedestrian/
cycle network.
• Rail – we will try to ensure accessibility issues
presented by the rail network are minimised
wherever possible.
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How will we deliver?
For the Whole Park
We will
• Continue to develop further sections of the Lea Valley
Pathway, and work towards a continuous walking and
cycling route on the eastern side of the Park.

On our estate
We will
• Undertake a comprehensive route network audit and
prepare a design framework that will provide:
• An assessment of the current route network
provision and standards.
• Proposals for achieving the primary and secondary
route network, to link all appropriate modes of
transport with Park entrances, key visitor facilities
and features.
• A prioritised project action plan directing future
investment.

Working with others
We will
• Explore opportunities for overcoming existing barriers
to access and delivering a comprehensive primary
route network throughout Park.
• Continue to work with key partners such as the London
Thames Gateway Development Corporation (LTGDC)
on the delivery of the Fatwalk to provide improved
walking and cycling access through to Three Mills and
East India Dock Basin in the south of the Park.
• Work with the Olympic Park Legacy Company and
   the proposed Mayoral Development Corporation in the
   delivery of routes which connect the Regional Park
   with the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.
• Continue to work with British Waterways and other
   partners to improve access and recreational use of
   the canals and towpaths and their potential for water
   based passenger transport
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Visitors
Objective 1.4 – Visitor facilities

A network of visitor facilities
Where are we now?
The quality of visitor facilities is key to the success of
the Park as a destination. The Regional Park’s visitor
facilities will be in competition with a wide range of
facilities on offer across the whole of London, Essex
and Hertfordshire.
The current quality and range of provision is however
varied. A number of existing facilities provide a
comprehensive range of services for Park users. Other
facilities offer a more limited range of services, and in
some cases are focused primarily on specific activities
and users e.g. sports facilities.

It is also important to take into consideration the range
of other facilities and attractions within the Park that,
although not focused on providing services for the Park
visitor/user, can nonetheless be used and enjoyed as
part of a visit e.g. pubs, café, visitor attractions. There
are approximately 50 pubs located either within the
Park boundary (or close to it) plus a variety of cafes,
restaurants and toilets within towns and villages close
to the Park (e.g. Ware, Stanstead Abbotts, Roydon,
Broxbourne and Waltham Abbey). Busy roads, railway
lines and other infrastructure can create barriers to
movement, and routes from these centres to the Park
are not always attractive, or easy to find. Promoting the
relationship between specific facilities such as a local
pub or village and the Regional Park will expand the
visitor offer and provide additional facilities and choice
for the visitor. Success will be dependent on partnership
working and joint promotion.
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What do we want to achieve?
To build on the current range of visitor facilities
in the Park, in order to provide the essential
comforts people want and expect when
they visit.  

To provide venues and supporting facilities for
the wide range of activities and events that the
Park hosts.
To ensure all new facilities are designed
to sustainable standards and incorporate
both energy and water efficiency measures.  
Existing facilities will be retrofitted at an
appropriate stage.
We believe there are four key elements to this
future network:-

1. Visitor Facilities
• We want to develop a network of visitor facilities that
offer a core level of service to include: toilets, shelter,
food and drink, staff presence, Park information, indoor
and outdoor seating areas, secure play areas and
other place specific features and activities.
• We want these facilities to be located within or close
to sites of interest within the Park and, where possible,
to be readily accessible to public transport.
• Where possible we want these facilities to support
some, or all, of the wider range of services offered
within the Park, including events, education and

volunteering (e.g. flexible meeting space, changing
facilities, showers, secure storage etc).

2. Secondary Visitor Infrastructure
• Secondary infrastructure includes features and
facilities such as signage, furniture, interpretation,
playable space, view points, recreational opportunities
and anything else that supports visitors’ enjoyment of
the Park.
• We want to ensure that secondary visitor infrastructure
is appropriately located throughout the Park
• This could include temporary or movable structures
that might form a short-term visitor focus within the
Park, possibly as part of an event, exhibition and
seasonal feature.

3. Facilities nearby the Park
• These include pubs, cafes, retail outlets and other
visitor attractions that are located near by the Park.
These facilities will form an important part of the overall
visitor facility network.
• Park based information, signage, paths and entrances
will help visitors get to, and enjoy, these facilities

4. Broadening the visitor offer of specific
purpose facilities
• A number of existing built facilities within the Park
currently focus on specific activities, or operate for
a specific purpose. The needs of users of these facilities
are well catered for, although in many instances the
facilities provide limited services to general Park visitors.
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• Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park vistor hub
• Undertake a long term investment programme to
replace and further develop the secondary visitor
infrastructure. This will follow the comprehensive
design proposals highlighted in the Branding Strategy.
• Broaden the visitor offer of existing specific purpose
facilities within the Park where possible.

Working with others
We will
• Enhance existing visitor facilities owned and operated by
others to ensure they provide as many of the identified
core services for general Park users as possible.
They should also form part of a coordinated and
complementary whole Park visitor network, particularly:
• RSPB Rye Meads
• YHA Lee Valley, Cheshunt and Herts Young
Mariners Base
• We want to ensure any new facilities will provide
a multi functional role, offering services for both
specific uses and general Park users.
• We also want, where possible, to improve existing
special purpose facilities to better accommodate the
needs of general Park users.

How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Further enhance existing visitor facilities where
possible to ensure provision of the identified core
range of services, particularly at:
• Lee Valley Farms/Fishers Green (River Lee
Country Park)
• Gunpowder Park
• Myddelton House
• WaterWorks Nature Reserve and Golf Centre
• Ensure proposed new visitor facilities provide the
identified core range of services, namely:
• South River Lee Country Park – Lee Valley White
Water Centre
• Work with partners to provide new visitor facilities
(as a component part of new recreation/leisure
developments) at:
• Broxbourne (former Leisure Pool site);
• Lee Valley Leisure Complex (at Picketts Lock)
• East India Dock Basin

• Royal Gunpowder Mills
• Markfield Beam Engine Museum
• Three Mills Green and House Mill
• Develop new visitor facilities to provide the full range
of identified core services for general Park users,
particularly at:
• Walthamstow Reservoirs
• Hackney Marshes
• Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
• Lea River Park
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Visitors
Objective 1.5 – Accommodation

A range of visitor accommodation  

Where are we now?
Within the Park itself there is a range of accommodation
available including camping and caravan sites (touring
and static), a YHA hostel, chalets and private cottages.
Visitors travelling within the Park or through the Park by
boat may also choose to stay overnight using existing
temporary moorings.
Hotel and B&B style accommodation is found outside
the Park (most notably around Hertford, Epping and
Waltham Abbey), although provision is often at some
distance from sites or facilities. Budget hotel options
exist adjacent to the Park boundary on Sewardstone
Road, close to Gunpowder Park. Further afield, within
the London area, the hotel options are located at a
greater distance from the Park (e.g. Enfield, Rammey
Marsh, Hackney, Walthamstow and at Leyton). Budget
options in this area can be found at Stratford.
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What do we want to achieve? How will we deliver?
To provide a range of short stay
accommodation opportunities for the primary
purpose of extending the use and enjoyment
of the Park.

We want to develop these in a number of
locations, with each offering a different mix of
accommodation types and character (but all
delivering high quality design and standards).
 o provide accommodation that includes hotel,
T
hostel, holiday village, touring caravan/mobile
home, camping and short term mooring on the
Navigation.

On our estate

We will
• Continue to operate the existing accommodation offer
at Lee Valley Campsite (Sewardstone) and explore
opportunities for future enhancement, expansion and
management through commercial partnership.
• Explore commercial partnership opportunities for new
accommodation facilities at:
• Lee Valley Leisure Complex (at Picketts Lock)
• Expansion and upgrade of existing facilities
• Potential site for primary accommodation
in south of the Park (as part of a major new
leisure offer on the site). This will exploit the
proximity to London and good road access.
• Camping, touring caravan, holiday village,
hostel, hotel, moorings at
• Dobbs Weir
• Camping, touring caravan, holiday village,
hostel and moorings
• Lea Bridge Road
• Camping, touring caravan, holiday village,
hostel and moorings
• River Lee Country Park (Waltham Abbey and Royal
Gunpowder Mills)
• Potential new accommodation offer near the
Lee Valley White Water Centre
• Small scale seasonal camping, touring
caravan/mobile home, hostel, hotel
• Broxbourne
• Potential site for primary accommodation
node in north of Park, building on leisure and
recreation opportunities of River Lee Country
Park, river and Navigation and surrounding
environs
• Holiday village, moorings and/or marina,
camping
• Explore opportunities to provide temporary
accommodation facilities that could support the
London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics
• Explore opportunities to enhance existing, and develop
new, recreational moorings.
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Working with others
We will
• Continue to support the existing accommodation offer
within the Park and maximise opportunities for joint
marketing promotions. Key sites include:
• Roydon Mill Leisure Park
• YHA Lee Valley (Youth Hostel Association, Cheshunt)
• Support the development of additional accommodation
opportunities that complement existing or planned
accommodation elsewhere in the Park, and which
meet the needs of other Park facilities users. Possible
sites include:
• Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
• Potential hotel and hostel accommodation
to complement nearby hotel offer within and
around Stratford City
• Lea Bridge Road
• Potential accommodation offer as part of the
future development opportunity in the Lea
Bridge area
• Work in partnership with British Waterways and other
partners to explore opportunities to enhance existing,
and develop new, recreational moorings.
• Work in partnership with accommodation providers
beyond the Park boundary to develop mutually
beneficial activity and marketing packages.
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Park
Development
Framework
Our Aim for

Sport and Recreation
A Park that delivers a range of high quality opportunities for sport and recreation

Why do we think it is important?
• Provision of sport and recreational opportunities is one of the primary purposes of the Park.
• Increased activity in sports and recreation delivers far-reaching benefits to individuals and
communities.
• Recreation is the main reason most people visit the Park.

In this section:
Objective 2.1 – Recreation and leisure
A range of recreation and leisure opportunities for the
use and enjoyment of all

Objective 2.2 – Sport
A range of sporting opportunities for all that include
regional centres of excellence

Objective 2.3 – Sports Development
A range of programmes of sports development that
encourages participation in sports, and increases skills
and abilities   
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Sport and Recreation
Objective 2.1 – Recreation and leisure

A range of recreation and leisure opportunities for the
use and enjoyment of all
Land Based Recreation
and Leisure
Where are we now?
The Park provides a wide range of land based
recreational and leisure opportunities, supported
by purpose built facilities and a well considered
infrastructure. Activities available throughout the
Park include:-

opening hours (e.g. sports facilities, operational farmland,
allotments, club operated facilities).
Access to land owned by others in the Park is more
varied, with some areas having unrestricted access
(e.g. parkland managed by local authorities) while other
areas have severely restricted or prohibited access (e.g.
water supply reservoirs).

Play
Walking running cycling
The expanse of the Park allows for a variety of routes
to be taken on foot, running or by cycle. For most users,
walking, running or cycling in the Park is for recreation and
enjoyment, although for some users the primary purpose
may not be recreational but functional; for example to
get to work or the shops. Whether for leisure or everyday
business, the Park’s aim is to provide all users with a range
of routes that meet their different needs.

There is currently little ‘traditional’ playground provision,
apart from those incorporated within visitor facilities
(e.g. Lee Valley Farms), although the Park does offer a
valuable resource for informal play in its diverse range of
open space.

Horse riding

Informal use and access to open space
The majority of our estate is fully accessible to the public;
much of it with unrestricted access, although most of our
facilities and some open space areas do have controlled

Equestrian use of the Park is a popular recreational
activity, and can be undertaken at specific areas of
the Park (e.g. Lee Valley Riding Centre, Walthamstow
Marshes). However in much of the Park equestrian
access is limited due to the physical constraints of rail,
roads and waterways that traverse the area and by
perceived conflicts with other uses.
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Recreation and leisure facilities

Horse riding

There are a wide range of facilities providing specific
recreation and leisure activities throughout the Park.
We operate a number of these facilities, including those
considered in more detail in the Sports Facility section
of the framework.

We want the Park to provide a more comprehensive
equestrian offer that integrates with the wider bridleway
network beyond the Park boundary.

Other facilities are provided by a range of public, private
and club based operators.

Specific purpose facilities

What do we want to achieve?
For recreational and leisure use to be one of
the defining elements of the Park.
To integrate a wide range of leisure and
recreation uses, including the following:
Walking, running and cycling
We want to develop the network of routes, facilities and
other infrastructure to offer a high quality and diverse
range of opportunities for people of all abilities.

Informal use and access to open space
We want to increase the amount of accessible open
space within the Park, as well as the range
of experiences and activities available for users.

Play
We want the Park to be a place where people can and
are encouraged to play. We want to provide space and
play provisions; to include natural and wild areas as well
as specifically designed and managed facilities. These
should cater for people of all ages, abilities and cultures.

To cater for a diverse community of age, abilities and
interests we want to ensure that facilities are used to
their best potential. We will strive to establish synergy
between different facilities at the various sites so that
they work together to provide multi-purpose, rather than
stand alone, activities.
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How will we deliver?
Park wide

We will
• Continue to develop the infrastructure to support walking,
running and cycling throughout the Park. This will include:
• Route network
Our proposals for the ongoing development and
management of the Parks route network are set out
in the Visitor Infrastructure section of this document.
• Coordinated cycle hire network
Develop a coordinated network of cycle hire
opportunities throughout the Park. This will enable
users to pick up and drop off cycles at points
throughout the Park. Hire opportunities should be
located at primary visitor nodes and close to public
transport access points.

On our estate
We will
• Diversify and add interest to the route network
through secondary infrastructure and enhanced site
management/maintenance.
• Develop a network of visitor facilities that meet the
needs of people walking, running and cycling through
the Park by providing changing facilities, showers,
secure storage etc.
• Continue to increase the extent and quality of
accessibility within our own estate where possible.
This will be undertaken by improving the physical
infrastructure, overcoming existing barriers to access,
enhancing attractiveness and safety. We will focus
attention on those areas that are currently inaccessible
or have restricted access. Priority sites include:
• Spitalbrook
• St Pauls Field/Nazeing Mead
• South Glen Faba
• Acquire affordable land currently owned by others
within the Park to improve the quality of publicly
accessible open space for leisure and recreation. Risks
within this process to be appropriately mitigated (e.g.
risk of land contamination). Priority sites include:
• Wharf Road/Turnford
• Land south of Glen Faba
• Land required to deliver the Lea Valley Pathway –
Roydon Loop
• Develop a range of playable space and play provisions
that will encourage, facilitate and invite play. These

• Information
Maps, guides and other interpretive information to
promote and enhance the enjoyment of walking
and cycling in the Park. We will work with partners,
both within and surrounding the Park, to ensure
information includes the wider network of routes
and encourages links beyond the Park boundaries
to other sites of interest.

will include:
• Key visitor facilities
Introduce the provision of playable space and play
areas as a core component of the offer at key
visitor facilities.
• Creative grounds maintenance
Introduce playable space across the Park through
creative maintenance.
• Signage
Install appropriate signage to help identify specific
areas where play is encouraged.
• Information
Promote play opportunities through marketing,
education programmes and events.
• Regionally significant play destinations
Explore opportunities for the development of one or
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more regionally significant destination play facilities.
Potential sites include:
- Lee Valley Leisure Complex (Picketts Lock)
- Broxbourne (former Lee Valley Leisure Pool site)
- River Lee Country Park
• Where possible and appropriate, extend the bridleway
network on our own estate, and create links to bridleway
networks and paths outside the Park boundary.
• Specific recreation and leisure facilities
Continue to operate our existing recreation and leisure
facilities (subject to periodic review as described below)
• Periodically review the ongoing operation of all our
recreation and leisure facilities to assess current and
future operation, usage, expansion and refurbishment.
The review will include consideration of factors such as:
• Regional value offered by the facility
• Provision of competing or complementary facilities
in and around the Park
• Life cycle and asset management costs of the facility
• Commercial viability and potential operating/
development partners

• Explore opportunities for the provision of new
recreation and leisure facilities through commercial
partnership. Such facilities should contribute (either
individually or collectively) to an enhanced regional
offer, and should be appropriate to our wider aims and
objectives (i.e. as expressed in this document). Priority
sites for development of new recreation and leisure
facilities include:
• Broxbourne (Leisure Pool site)
• South River Lee Country Park
• Rammey Marsh West
• Picketts Lock
• Lea Bridge Road
• Lea River Park (including Three Mills Green and
East India Dock Basin)

Working with others
We will
• Continue to support the range of existing recreation
and leisure facilities owned and operated by others
within the Park.
• Continue to work with other landowners to encourage
and facilitate increased public access to currently
inaccessible or restricted access land. Priority sites/
landowners include:
• Walthamstow Reservoirs – Thames Water
• Tumbling Bay – British Waterways
• Work with other landowners and partners within the Park
to expand the bridleway network throughout the Park.
• Continue to work in partnership with existing providers
of recreation and leisure opportunities within the Park.
• Support the ongoing development of new recreation
and leisure facilities within the Park where they
contribute (either individually or collectively) to an
enhanced regional offer. These should be appropriate
to our wider aims and objectives for the Park.
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Water based Recreation
and Leisure
Where are we now?
Water is one of the defining characteristics of the Park,
providing a wide range of opportunities for recreation
and leisure.  
At present ownership, management, water quality and
accessibility limit the potential of the recreational and
leisure offer. Although we own and manage a large
number of water areas within the Park, (which are
accessible for activities such as fishing and sailing),
the majority of the water resource is owned by British
Waterways, Thames Water and the Environment
Agency. Recreational use of their estates is in many
areas restricted.
A Water Management Strategy was prepared for the
Park in the late 1990’s. This sets out our approach as to
how to balance the competing demands of recreation
and biodiversity. The study informed the policies and
proposals embodied in the Lee Valley Regional Park
Plan (2000) and continues to be the basis for integrating
competing demands on the Park’s water bodies.
There are a number of different uses for the water areas
in the Park, including:

Fishing
We currently operate 28 gravel pits, 22 venues and 15
stretches of river for coarse angling. These sites are
either managed by our Fisheries team or by angling
clubs, societies or consortia, Thames Water also
operates an important fishery within the Walthamstow
Reservoir complex. Fishing is controlled by season
permits or day ticket. Existing fisheries support and
actively assist in the development of the Lee Valley
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Recreational Boating
The River Lee Navigation forms part of the national
network of navigable waterways. We currently manage
and operate marinas at Springfield and Stanstead
Abbotts, and boat hire is available at Lee Valley Boat
Centre. British Waterways currently manage and license
short and long term boat use on rivers within the Park.

Sailing and rowing
Sailing is currently offered at club-based facilities on a
number of water bodies. Rowing is provided on the River
Lea by both the Broxbourne and the Lea Rowing Club.

Canoeing
Canoeing is currently a minor recreational activity
in the Park, with canoe hire facilities at Stonebridge
Lock (Tottenham Marshes) and a ‘hot spot’ for canoe
activity at Dobbs Weir. The Lee Valley White Water
Centre (located at Waltham Cross and operated by
the Authority) will raise the profile of canoeing (and
recreational rafting) significantly.

Swimming
Currently swimming in the various ‘natural’ water bodies
in the Park is not permitted. It is however recognised as a
potential activity, either recreationally, or as part of other
sporting/recreational activities e.g. triathlon or aquathon.

Other water recreation opportunities
There may be further opportunities to utilise the water
resources in the Park for recreation and leisure activities
that have yet to be identified. Such activities may include
water skiing, kite surfing, powered boating, rafting, sub
aqua and model boating.
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What do we want to achieve

Swimming

The location to host a wide range of water
based activities that will collectively deliver
significant regional value.

We want the Park to provide opportunities for swimming
in one or more of the ‘natural’ water bodies in the Park.
Issues of water quality, safety, access and egress
from the water body, as well as potential conflict with
other uses (e.g. biodiversity, fishing etc), should be
satisfactorily resolved.

For the many water features in the Park to be
one of its defining elements.

To integrate a wide range of water based
leisure and recreation uses, including:
Fishing
We want to continue to develop and enhance the Parks
current fishing offer and usage levels.

Other water recreation opportunities
We want the Park to continue to expand and enhance
the range of water based recreation and leisure
opportunities in a way that complements and supports
other aims and objectives for the Park.

Balancing competing demands

Recreational Boating
We want the Park to offer a high quality recreational
boating experience that will help improve those areas of
the Park adjacent to the canal network. This should provide
an additional interest for a wide range of Park users.

Sailing and Rowing
We want the Park to develop a coordinated range of
opportunities for both sailing and rowing. This should
provide an attractive and accessible recreational
resource for casual users and enthusiasts, as well as
opportunities to facilitate competitive sport.

Canoeing
We want to expand opportunities for recreational
canoeing throughout the Park using the network of
waterways and water bodies.

We recognise that the water bodies of the Park must
deliver a range of objectives that are not always
compatible with recreational and leisure uses. These
include water bodies where recreational and leisure
use can impact on biodiversity values, and the various
reservoirs and waterways that form the water supply
and the flood management networks.
We want to ensure an appropriate balance; that
recreational and leisure use is integrated into the
development and management of water bodies and
waterways. Identifying primary uses for water bodies within
the Park (as set out in our Water Management Strategy),
will continue to provide the basis for future development.

Shared facilities
We want to have multi-activity and multi-purpose visitor
facilities, in preference to a multitude of single-purpose
or stand-alone facilities. Wherever possible, we will
develop coordinated user facilities that support a variety
of water based recreational activities alongside land
based recreation, and general visitor facilities.
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How will we deliver?
For the whole Park

We will
• Fishing
• Undertake a Strategic Review of the current and
potential future offer for fishery/angling in Park.
• Recreational boating
• Work with partners (esp. British Waterways and
Environment Agency) to enhance water quality
on all recreational waterways.

On our estate
We will
• Fishing
• Enhance our own fishery offer (subject to the finding
of the Strategic Review), focusing on infrastructure
development and water body management for
publicly accessible fisheries.
• Recreational boating
• Explore opportunities for enhanced and additional
infrastructure to support recreational boating.
• Explore opportunities for alternate management
arrangements for those marinas operated by
the Authority.
• Continue to support existing water based recreational
and leisure uses.
• Explore opportunities for provision of new water
based recreation and leisure opportunities through
commercial partnership or club-led developments.
• Explore opportunities to facilitate swimming within one
or more of the ‘natural’ water bodies in the Park.

Working with others
We will
• Fishing
• Support fishery provision within the Park by others,
and explore closer operational coordination, to include
joint marketing and promotion where appropriate.
• Recreational boating
• Work with partners (esp. British Waterways and
Environment Agency) to enhance water quality on
all recreational waterways.
• Support opportunities for enhanced and additional
infrastructure in support of recreational boating
throughout the Park. Proposals will expand and
enhance the range of values offered by the
Park, including biodiversity, visitor infrastructure,
community, landscape and heritage and
environmental benefits.
• Sailing and rowing
• Continue to support the current sailing and rowing
provision offered on a range of water bodies within
the Park.
• Where possible work with clubs and other providers
to work collectively to enhance the levels of public
accessibility and participation, including joint
marketing and promotion.
• Provide opportunities for more open and accessible
recreational activity through ‘pay and play’
arrangements.
• Explore opportunities with partners to develop a
network of canoe trails and canoe hire opportunities
throughout the Park.
• Continue to support other existing water based
recreational and leisure uses within the Park.
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Sport and Recreation
Objective 2.2 – Sport

A range of sporting opportunities for all that include
regional centres of excellence

Where are we now?
The Park plays an important role in providing sporting
opportunities at a national, regional and local level. It
boasts a variety of sports facilities, at a range of scales
and providing for a wide range of sport. In addition,
there is currently huge investment in new sports facilities
within and immediately adjacent to the Park for the
London 2012 Olympics, and a number of these facilities
will be retained post 2012.
We currently own and operate a number of sports
facilities, including:
• Lee Valley Athletics Centre
• Lee Valley Ice Centre
• Lee Valley Riding Centre
• WaterWorks Golf Centre and Lee Valley Golf Course at
Picketts Lock
We will in the future own and operate three Olympic legacy
facilities, including:
• Lee Valley White Water Centre
• VeloPark
• Eton Manor

Equally important is the range of existing and future sports
facilities that are owned and operated commercially, or by
sports clubs and/or other public authorities.
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What do we want to achieve?
To provide high quality facilities and
opportunities to take part in a range of sport.

Continue to operate regional centres of
excellence for sports that provide facilities for
users of all abilities.

• Operate new Olympic legacy sports facilities located
on our land (subject to periodic review as described
below), namely:
• Lee Valley White Water Centre (canoeing and    
  rafting)
• VeloPark (cycling – track, road, BMX and
mountain biking)
• Eton Manor (hockey, tennis, 5-a-side football)

To encourage and support other partners in
the Park in order to enhance and expand their
provision of sports facilities and opportunities
Wherever possible to maximise the synergies
between the various facilities, and ensure that
all facilities are either individually or collectively
contributing to the regional value of the Park’s
sport offer.

• Consider opportunities for further sports facilities as
and when they may arise.
• Review periodically the ongoing operation of all our
sports facilities. Such reviews will assess current
operation and usage, the potential for future expansion
/ refurbishment of the facility, and opportunities for
alternative uses for the site. The review will include
consideration of factors such as:
• Regional value offered by the facility.
• Provision of competing or complementary facilities
in and around the Park.
• Opportunities for innovation and integration of new
and emerging sports.
• Life cycle and asset management costs of the facility.
• Commercial viability and potential operating/
development partners.

Working with others

How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Continue to operate our existing sports facilities (subject
to periodic review as described below), namely:
• Lee Valley Athletics Centre
• Lee Valley Ice Centre
• Lee Valley Riding Centre
• WaterWorks Golf Centre and Lee Valley Golf
Course at Picketts Lock

We will
• Continue to work in partnership with existing providers
of sports’ opportunities within the Park, to maximise
the synergies between respective sports offers and
enhance regional value.
• Continue to work in partnership with the future owner/
operator of other Olympic legacy sports facilities to
deliver a coordinated sports offer across the Park.
• Support the ongoing development of new sports facilities
within the Park where they contribute (either individually
or collectively), to an enhanced regional sports offer.
These should be appropriate to our wider aims and
objectives (i.e. as expressed in this document).
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Sport and Recreation
Objective 2.3 – Sports Development

A range of programmes of sports development that
encourages participation in sports, and increases skills
and abilities
Where are we now?
Sports development is a core part of our local and
regional offer. Our current sports development activities
seek to:
• Develop usage of our facilities and venues as capacity
allows, and to focus on attracting regional users.
• Continue partnership collaboration to develop
pathways to improve performance levels.
• Continue to work with partners to develop pathways
to increase participation amongst underrepresented
groups in sport.
Partnership work is fundamental to our sports
development work. We offer a range of internal and
external programs, including:
• A variety of school club links for riding, golf, athletics,
ice skating, cycling and orienteering.
• Participating clubs in sports.
• NGB coaching frameworks, sport training, and
development of coaches.
• NVQ provision of riding, athletics and ice skating.
• National, Regional, and County or Borough,
squad bases.
• Major events such as orienteering competitions.

What do we want to achieve?
To build on a range of sports development
programmes, focusing on those sports relevant
to the existing and proposed sports facilities.
This will include built sport facilities and a
range of open space and water based sport
opportunities.

How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Continue to enhance existing sports development
programmes within our own sports facilities, with
the aim of increasing regional participation in those
programmes, including:
• Schools.
• Sports clubs.
• National Governing Body sport training and
competition, coaching frameworks and development
of coaches.
• National, Regional and County or Borough
squad bases.
• Implement a similar range of sports development
programmes for new (Olympic legacy) facilities within
our ownership and management, including:
• Lee Valley White Water Centre
• VeloPark
• Eton Manor
• Continue to develop a range of sports development
programmes for open space and water-based sport.
• Develop programmes, marketing and promotion in
partnership with others to encourage participation in
sports, recreation and physical exercise throughout
the Park.

Working with others
We will
• Continue to work in partnership with existing and future
sports providers within the Park to deliver partnership
and/or coordinated sports development programmes.
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Park
Development
Framework
Our Aim for

Biodiversity
A Park that delivers a high quality biodiversity resource for the region

Why do we think it is important?
• Nature enriches people’s lives.
• Biodiversity provides one of the defining values of the Park. It has the potential to be one of the
primary attractions for visitors.
• We have a statutory obligation to conserve habitats and species.
• The Park provides a resource from which biodiversity can benefit the region.

In this section:
Objective 3.1 – Fauna and flora
An ecological resource from which biodiversity benefits
can disperse across the Region

Objective 3.2 – Access to nature
A range of opportunities for people to experience,
interact with and enjoy nature
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Biodiversity
Objective 3.1 – Fauna and flora

An ecological resource from which biodiversity benefits
can disperse across the Region
Where are we now?
The Park is a natural resource of international, national,
regional and local importance. It offers a rich variety of
habitats and species and, provides great recreational
and leisure interest.

There are eight Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) in the Regional Park, of which 50% are defined
as in ‘favourable condition’ by Natural England (2007).
Amwell, Rye Meads, Turnford and Cheshunt Pits, as
well as Walthamstow Reservoirs, form the Lea Valley
Special Protection Area (SPA) and Ramsar sites. These
are of international importance. The Authority has a
legal requirement to maintain features of interest (e.g.
the SSSIs and the internationally recognised RAMSAR
and SPA sites); continued management of these sites is
essential if their favourable status is to be maintained or,
as appropraite, gained.
A range of other non-statutory and locally designated
sites occur within the Park, known as Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation. These are the most
important sites for nature conservation outside legally

protected land. They include 31 Wildlife Sites, 11 Areas
of Metropolitan Importance and 26 areas of Borough
Importance.
The River Lea and its tributaries lie at the heart of the
Park, an important ecological resource and vital link
between the various wetland and wildlife habitats that
exist throughout the Park.
Conservation of the Park’s wildlife and habitats is
directed by both the Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and
the Authority working with others on Regional targets
for habitat creation and management. The BAP sets
out the targets, aims and aspirations of all partners and
stakeholders with the purpose of enhancing biodiversity
within the Park boundaries. Habitat Action Plans (HAP)
have been prepared for rivers and streams, open water,
floodplain grassland and fen, wet woodland and the built
environment. For wildlife, Species Action Plans (SAP)
have been prepared for the Park’s Otter, Water Vole,
Bittern and Early Marsh Orchid.

What do we want to achieve?
To continue to protect and enhance the
existing ecological resource; to recover and
restore habitats and ensure they are resilient
to climate change.
We will continue to enhance and protect the
condition of designated sites.
Wherever possible to expand the range of
ecological values throughout the Park, in
order to enhance the habitats and ecosystems
beyond the Park boundary.
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We believe there are four main areas that will help us to
achieve this:1. Lee Valley Ramsar Site and Special Protection
Area and Sites of Special Scientific
Interest
• The Lee Valley Ramsar site and SPA
(together with the eight SSSI’s in the
Park) are high priority features, and are
of significance on a regional, national
and international scale.
• We want to ensure that any future
development and management of
the Park protects and enhances
the biodiversity that these sites
provide, and that any impact of
future development beyond the Park
boundary is also mitigated.

2. Other designated Sites
of Importance for Nature
Conservation
• The range of designated Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation
throughout the Park, are of
significant value.
• We want to ensure that the future
development and management of
these sites will protect and support
biodiversity, in line with the needs
and aspirations of the Park.
• We also want to ensure that future
development and management of the
wider Park, and surrounding land,
will not impact detrimentally on the
biodiversity of these sites.

3. The rest of the Park
• We believe that all areas can
offer value and can contribute to
the development of the Park as a
biodiversity resource.
• We want to ensure that any future
development and management of
the wider Park will appropriately
balance the protection and
enhancement of biodiversity with
other uses, needs and aspirations.
• We also want to ensure that
the future development and
management of land around the
Park will not have any detrimental
impact, and wherever possible will
make a positive contribution to the
biodiversity of the Park.

4. Beyond the Park boundaries
• The Park is an important part of
a larger biodiverse resource in
the region, and therefore effective
ecological connections beyond the
Park boundary are essential.
• We want to make sure that
existing ecological connections are
protected, enhanced, and where
possible, new connections are
created.
• We will use our role as a statutory
planning consultee to protect
buffer areas from unacceptable
developments which could adversely
impact on the Park’s biodiversity
values.
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Working with others
• We will continue to work in partnership with other
landowners, agencies and managers within the Park to
ensure development and land management practices
give appropriate consideration to biodiversity values,
and contribute positively to the wider ecological
network of the Park.
• We will continue to work in partnership and assist with
the delivery of other complementary BAP targets to
enhance the biodiversity of the Park and help create
large scale resilient ecosystems.

Beyond the Park boundaries

How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Ensure that we meet all statutory requirements to
protect and enhance designated sites, particularly those
sites that lie within the Lee Valley Special Protection
Area and Sites of Special Scientific Importance.
• Undertake a long-term investment programme of
habitat protection, enhancement and management that
will maximise biodiversity values throughout the Park.
• Prioritise our resources on activities that will deliver the
greatest biodiversity value for the resources available.
• Continue to refine the Lee Valley Biodiversity Action
Plan, and Site Management Plans, in order to provide
detailed guidance for ongoing development and
management of the Park.

• We will continue to work in partnership with other
landowners, agencies and managers outside the Park
boundary to enhance existing ecological connectivity,
create new ecological links, and increase biodiversity
values across the region.
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Biodiversity
Objective 3.2 – Access to nature

A range of opportunities for people to experience,
interact with and enjoy nature
Developing green links into the Park, for both people
and wildlife, will be increasing important as we aim to
improve the physical connections between regional
communities and the Park’s open spaces.

Where are we now?
The Park offers many opportunities for visitors to
access nature; nature reserves and path networks
provide access to a variety of habitats and species,
while dedicated events promote the Park’s biodiversity
resource to schools and the public.  
Access to nature is at the heart of our improvement
programme; an objective shared by other key partners
of nature sites within the Park such as the Hertfordshire
and Middlesex Wildlife Trust, the Essex Wildlife Trust, the
London Wildlife Trust, and the RSPB.
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What do we want to achieve?

We believe there are three main areas of focus  
1. Park wide access to nature
We want experience and interaction with nature to be
an integral part of visiting the Park. Park wide access
to nature can only be delivered through partnership;
other landowners can play a key role to enable access
to (and through) large areas of the Park, as well as help
maintain and enhance biodiversity values.
There is space within the Park to balance the needs
of both people and wildlife and ensure the public,
especially children have an opportunity to engage and
interact with nature and wildlife without causing it harm
or disturbance.

2. Regionally significant biodiversity destinations
We want to enhance and develop a number of flagship
‘access to nature’ destinations within the Park. These
will be designed, managed and marketed as high quality
attractions/destinations that will be of a comparable
standard to the best biodiversity-focused attractions
regionally and nationally.

3. Sites of special biodiversity interest
We want to develop a range of other ‘access to nature’
sites that will complement the regionally significant
biodiversity destinations. These will include:
• Areas of high biodiversity value with a less developed
access to nature infrastructure.
• Areas of specific habitat type and/or biodiversity interest.
• Small-scale areas of habitat with high quality,
intensively developed access to nature.

How will we deliver?
For the whole Park

They will be located in and around sites of existing
high biodiversity value and interest, with care taken to
ensure increased access for visitors does not impact
on biodiversity values. Each will feature a bespoke
infrastructure and visitor facilities – in order to provide
a distinctive and defining visitor experience which
is sensitive to the protection and enhancement of
biodiversity.

We will
• Prepare a strategy and action plan that will identify
areas where improvements to the biodiversity values,
or to the visitor infrastructure of the Park, will improve
access to nature. Improving visitor access will be
undertaken where it does not harm the biodiversity
of the sites. This strategy and action plan will identify
where partners can play a key role in delivery.
• Work with partners to develop regionally significant
biodiversity destinations. This will be achieved through
the ongoing enhancement and integration of existing
access at the following locations:
• Rye Meads/Stanstead Abbotts/Amwell Nature Reserve
Building on existing core visitor offer at Rye Meads
Nature Reserve and Amwell Nature Reserve. Key
partners include RSPB and Herts and Middlesex
Wildlife Trust.
• River Lee Country Park
Building on existing core visitor offer at Hayes Hill
Farm and Fishers Green and developing a network
of further infrastructure within River Lee Country
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Park with potential links to Royal Gunpowder Mills.
Key partners include Royal Gunpowder Mills Trust.
• Walthamstow Wetlands and WaterWorks
Nature Reserve
Building on the existing core visitor offer at the
WaterWorks Centre and developing new visitor
infrastructure within the Walthamstow Reservoir
complex; with enhanced access and links between
them. Key partners include Thames Water, Natural
England, British Waterways and others.

On our estate
We will
• Prepare a strategy and business case for the
development of enhanced access to nature
opportunities. We will also undertake a long term
investment programme for implementation. This will
include:• Park wide access to nature throughout our estate.
• Regionally significant biodiversity destination at
River Lee Country Park.
• Sites of special biodiversity interest at identified
sites within our estate.

• Proposed sites of special biodiversity interest include:
• Glen Faba
• Spitalbrook
• Silvermeade
• Bowyers Water
• Cornmill Meadows
• Rammey Marsh east
• Gunpowder Park
• Pickets Lock (Ponders End Lake)
• Tottenham Marshes
• Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park
• Leamouth (East India Dock Basin and Bow Creek
Ecology Park)

Working with others
We will
• Engage actively with other landowners and managers
and authorities within the Park to develop a shared
vision for access to nature.
• Work with key partners such as East London Green
Grid to develop a strategy, business case, delivery and
management approach that will implement the shared
vision.
• In all cases, additional funding and delivery partners
would be required to ensure the vision is fulfilled.
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Park
Development
Framework
Our Aim for

Community
A Park that helps people improve their wellbeing

Why do we think it is important?
• The Park is first and foremost a place of enjoyment; a resource for people to use and take
pleasure from. It is also an area that can deliver positive benefits to a diverse range of
individuals and communities.
• Such enhanced wellbeing can have encouraging results on individual, social and
community behaviour:
• reducing physical and mental problems
• building stronger community relationships
• reducing crime and anti-social behaviour
• developing skills, knowledge and local pride.

In this section:
Objective 4.1 – Health

Objective 4.4 – Learning

Facilitate people pursuing healthy lifestyles

Provide opportunities for learning

Objective 4.2 – Arts

Objective 4.5 – Volunteering

Provide opportunities to experience and participate
in the arts

Provide volunteering opportunities

Objective 4.3 – Events
Support events that attract visitors from across the region
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Community
Objective 4.1 – Health

Facilitate people pursuing healthy lifestyles

Where are we now?
The benefits to public health associated with regular
outdoor recreation are well recognised. Active use
of open spaces, whether through sport, learning, or
general use, is known to benefit health and well being,
alleviate stress and psychological disorders, and
improve the environmental quality of daily life.
Large parts of the surrounding community have high
levels of deprivation, most notably to the south of the
Park. The close proximity of the Park to these areas is
of significant advantage. The Regional Park provides
accessible open space for these communities, with
facilities and venues that can help contribute to better
health and wellbeing.
Recreational activities such as walking, cycling, running
and play are possible throughout the Park, while
specialist sports facilities such as ice skating, canoeing,
horse riding and athletics are also available. Throughout
the year a programme of community based events
take place, from the 10km fun-run, to the elite sporting
events provided at LVAC.   
Boasting such facilities and events, the Park is a place
for a diverse community to meet, have fun, get fit and
lead a healthier lifestyle.

What do we want to achieve?
A range of programmes and activities to
promote and encourage people to adopt
healthy lifestyle choices.

To be supported by an infrastructure, facilities,
events and open spaces that will attract
regular use.
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How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Ensure the features, facilities and programmes on offer
encourage people to access a range of health benefits,
including:
• Sports and recreation opportunities – to enable
people of all ages and abilities to take part in
physical exercise.
• Access to nature opportunities – to enable people
to interact with and experience the natural world.
• Landscape quality – to enable people to enjoy the
beauty and tranquillity of the Park.
• Arts, events, learning and volunteering opportunities.
• Environmental quality – to help to mitigate health
problems associated with pollution and global warming.

Working with others
We will
• Work with partners to actively promote and encourage
people to adopt healthy lifestyle choices by using the
Park. We will achieve this by:
• Establishing active partnerships with Primary Care
Trusts and local authority partnerships, to promote the
range of potential health benefits offered by the Park.
• Developing active partnerships with a range
of existing and future health initiatives and
programmes, such as Walking the Way to Health
and Walk to School and recent proposals to utilise

waterways and water bodies as ‘blue gyms’ to help
provide opportunities to improve people’s health
and well-being.
• Explore opportunities to strengthen the link between
the Authority programmes and a healthy lifestyle. This
will include:
• Sports and recreation participation and development.
• Events.
• Volunteers.
• Learning and skills.
• Develop a targeted branding and marketing strategy
for the Park to highlight the range of activities on offer
and the resulting benefits to health.
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Community
Objective 4.2 – Arts

Provide opportunities to experience and participate in
the arts
Where are we now?
The Park has established itself as a site for both
temporary and permanent arts activities, events and
cultural projects; with a number of venues, open spaces
and built facilities that are used for arts activities on a
permanent and temporary basis.
There are a number of art works located throughout the
Park, many developed through collaborations between
artists, local schools and communities. A variety of
events are held in the Park, both on and off water, from
the one-off Inland Waterways Festival to regular outdoor
theatre, concert and circus performances.
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What do we want to achieve? How will we deliver?
A broad range of opportunities to experience
or participate in the arts in support of our wider
aims and objectives.
To create interest and encourage greater use
of the Park.
We believe there are four main areas that will help us to
achieve this: -

1. Integration of the arts
We want to integrate a range of opportunities for the
community to experience or participate in the arts as
part of the development and management of the Park.

On our estate

We will
• Ensure opportunities exist to experience and
participate in the arts, and for these to be integral to
the ongoing development and management of our
estate (particularly in the design and development of
new facilities and features).
• Identify and facilitate venues for performing arts
and exhibitions.
• Support our partners to help provide arts events
and activities, including sponsorship of regional
programmes.
• Commission new art works where appropriate.

2. Performing arts
We want the Park to provide a range of space and
facilities for the performing arts, and to help stage events
that have a strong regional appeal to the community.

3. Works of art
We want to encourage both temporary and permanent
art installations throughout the Park, focusing on a small
number of high quality, regionally significant works.

4. Participation in the arts
We want the Park to provide a range of facilities and
programmes for artists and the general public to
participate creatively. We want to focus on delivering
facilities, programmes, events, and works of art that
draw participants from across the region.

Working with others
We will
• Work with partners to facilitate and coordinate joint
programmes, marketing and promotion of the arts in
the Park.
• Explore opportunities to establish mutually beneficial
partnerships with other arts venues, institutions and
organisations.
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Community
Objective 4.3 – Events

Support events that attract visitors from across
the region
Where are we now?
Events relate to a broad range of activities that bring
people together at a set time and place for a common
purpose. The Park offers a number of venues and sites
that can accommodate a myriad of such events from
sporting and community fixtures, to arts and exhibitions,
private functions and even site hire for filming.
Each year we host a programme of over 70 events at
a variety of locations across the Park. The Park is also
frequently used for both film and television locations.
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What do we want to achieve?
To offer high quality, attractive event venues
and sites, together with a supporting
infrastructure. This will include venues within
our own estate and those accessible on other
people’s land.  
To use events to attract new visitors, and
to encourage visitors to explore new areas
and facilities.
To offer an expanded and enhanced event
venue infrastructure for hire (both commercial
and community based).

How will we deliver?
On our estate

To develop a coordinated Park programme
of public, private, community and
commercial events.
To continue hosting an event programme
on our estate that relates to our wider aims
and objectives.

We will
• Prepare an Event Capacity Strategy that will identify
the range of potential venues within the Park. This
will provide a coordinated framework for the ongoing
enhancement, development and marketing of the Park
as a venue for events.
• Ensure new built facilities provide appropriate event
capacity (e.g. meeting rooms, outdoor space etc).
• Enhance existing built facilities where possible to
provide suitable event capacity.
• Develop appropriate infrastructure at a range of
outdoor sites to facilitate the hosting of outdoor events.

Working with others
We will
• Encourage and facilitate partners to use the Park as a
venue for a range of events.
• Work with our partners to draw together a
comprehensive and coordinated Park wide events
programme.
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Cheshunt

Herts Young
Mariners Base

Pindar Car Park
Royal Gunpowder Mills

Showground Site
Lee Valley
White Water Centre

Waltham
Abbey

Waltham Abbey
Gardens

LVRPA Land Ownership.
Gunpowder Park

Other Land Ownership.

Myddelton House
Enfield

Lee Valley
Leisure Complex

Chingford
Edmonton

Tottenham Marshes

Tottenham
Walthamstow

Walthamstow Reservoirs
Markfield Park
Walthamstow Marshes
Lea Bridge Road Facilities
Hackney Marsh
Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park

Hackney
Stratford

House Mill

Three Mills Green
Lea River Park

Bow Creek Ecology Park
East India Dock Basin

Canning
Town

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the controller of Her Majestys Stationery Office. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings. © Crown Copyright Reserved Licence Number: LA 08911L

Community
Events Proposals

72

Community
Objective 4.4 – Learning

Provide opportunities for learning
Where are we now?
The Park currently offers a range of opportunities for
learning. These can support local education authorites.  
There are currently four main areas of activity in the
Park : -

3. Vocational training

1. Education programmes

4. Informal learning opportunities

Our Youth and Schools Service provide a range of
environmental and heritage education programmes.
These are designed to help meet the requirements of
the National Curriculum, and are targeted at primary and
secondary schools, as well as those with special needs.

The Park provides a range of interpretation signage as
well as printed and web based information about the
features and facilities on offer. These all have a broad
focus on biodiversity and heritage.

Other education programmes are delivered through our
Sports Development teams and more informal learning
opportunities offered through guided walks, events, on
site interpretation and information literature.

2. Partnerships with other educational
institutions and organisations
A number of educational institutions and organisations
currently work in partnership with us to deliver learning
opportunities within the Park. These include various sports
national governing bodies, the Countryside Foundation for
Education, and the National Veterinary College.

We deliver a small range of vocational training
opportunities through the facilities and open spaces
within the Park.
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How will we deliver?
On our estate

What do we want to achieve?
We want learning to become an integral part of
the Park experience.
To become a significant activity in its own right,
one that encourages people to visit.
For the Park to become a venue for a wide
range of learning opportunities.
To develop an appropriate infrastructure
throughout the Park to support
learning opportunities.  
To enhance and expand our own
learning programmes.

We will
• Prepare a Learning Strategy that will identify the range
of potential opportunities within the Park. This will
provide the coordinated framework for the ongoing
enhancement, development and marketing of learning
in the Park.
• Ensure appropriate venues and facilities for learning
activities are developed.
• Continue to expand and enhance our Youth and
Schools Service. This will include:
• Expanding our programme to encompass learning
opportunities for all.
• Targeting greater participation from across the region.
• Continue to enhance accommodation opportunities
within the Park, to support extended learning
programmes and visits from across the region.
• Continue to expand and enhance the range of
vocational training opportunities.
• Provide a high quality integrated network of information
throughout Park.
• Continue to develop published and web based
information that will provide more comprehensive
learning opportunities.
• Identify learning opportunities to inform visitors about
  wider environmental issues such as climate change     
  and sustainable development.

Working with others
For other partners and organisations to make
full use of the Park as a venue for learning.

We will
• Continue to build on existing partnerships with local
authorities, educational institutions and organisations.
• Establish further partnerships where the Park facilities,
operations and development projects can contribute to
learning opportunities.
• Work with these partners to ensure existing or future
learning programmes, initiatives or facilities form a
complementary and coordinated part of the Park wide
learning offer.

Ware

Hertford

Amwell Nature Reserve

Legend

Stanstead Innings

Lee Valley Regional Park boundary.

Rye Meads
Roydon

Rye House Gatehouse
Hoddesdon

Enhanced existing sites with facilities that offer
opportunities for learning LVRPA
owned/operated.
Proposed sites with facilities that offer
opportunities for learning.
LVRPA owned/operated.

Broxbourne

Old Mill and
Meadows
Nazeing
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Community
Objective 4.5 – Volunteering

Provide volunteering opportunities
Where are we now?
Volunteering is about taking part in an activity, without
payment, often for the benefit of others, the community
and the environment. Here at the Park, volunteering
encourages involvement and participation: providing
skills, improving wellbeing, and generating goodwill
within the region.  

4. Friends of the Park
There are currently four main areas of activity in the Park:

1. Volunteers managed by us
Our volunteer programme enables people to contribute
their time and effort to a range of initiatives within the Park.

2. Corporate volunteering
We also provide opportunities for external organisations
to undertake group volunteering activities that can help
team-building exercises and to meet their corporate
social responsibility targets.

3. External voluntary sector organisations
within the Park
This voluntary sector (often referred to as the charity
sector or third sector) includes a broad range of charity
organisations that operate in the Park, such as the
RSPB, Wildlife Trusts, sports clubs, and community
payback groups.

Friends of the Park are groups, operating from specific
sites, which encourage people to become involved in
the management of the Park.
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What do we want to achieve?
To become a venue for a broad range of
volunteering activities.
To develop an appropriate infrastructure
throughout the Park to support
volunteering opportunities.
To continue to enhance and expand the
current offer. This will include:
• Our volunteer programme
• Opportunities for the corporate
sector volunteering
• Opportunities for the wider voluntary
sector organisations
• Friends of Groups

• Develop our corporate volunteer offer, to create
stronger partnership relationships with businesses,
and to assist in the delivery of their corporate social
responsibility aims.
• Develop volunteer support nodes within our primary
visitor facilities. These will provide changing facilities, food
and drink, meeting/teaching space and tool storage.
• Explore the commercial sponsorship opportunities to
provide mobile toilets and welfare facilities.

How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Implement an ongoing incremental increase of our
volunteer programme, both in numbers of participants
taking part, and in the range of task types and
locations within the Park.
• Continue to target ‘hard to reach’ groups with our
volunteer programme (i.e. groups within the community
who may not typically be users of the Park, or who
often take part in volunteering activities).
• Implement a ‘Friends of Groups’ programme for
specific sites throughout the Park and for the Lee
Valley Regional Park as a whole.

Working with others
We will
• Develop closer volunteering initiatives with other
voluntary sector organisations to provide joint
opportunities within our estate. This will include the
Olympic Volunteer programme.
• Work in partnership with other landowners to
encourage their participation in volunteer programmes
and initiatives.
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Park
Development
Framework
Our Aim for

Landscape and Heritage
A Park landscape that embraces the physical, cultural and social heritage of the area

Why do we think it is important?
• The landscapes of the Park provide a setting for every event and activity within the Park; it
makes a key contribution to the quality of the visitor experience.
• The landscape is one of the defining features of the Park; it is what helps make it unique.
• The Park forms a valuable green ‘corridor’ through built-up urban areas, creating large zones
of ‘natural’ landscape, that contributes to the East London Green Grid.
• The landscape and views of the Park are of benefit not just to users, but also to people living
and working nearby, as well as those traveling through.
• Heritage assets, buildings and places, located throughout the Park are a reminder of its rich     
  history and industrial heritage.

In this section:
Objective 5.1 – Landscape
An integrated Park character that celebrates local
distinctiveness

Objective 5.2 – Heritage
Protect and celebrate the heritage of the Park
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Landscape and Heritage
Objective 5.1 – Landscape

An integrated Park character that celebrates
local distinctiveness
Where are we now?
The existing landscape of the Park is a complex terrain
of diverse character. From the urban, post industrial
landscape of the Lower Lee Valley to the remnant flood
plains of Hackney and Tottenham Marshes, from the
intricate water and woodland landscapes of the River
Lee Country Park to the expansive rural areas to the
north and east; the Park is very much defined by its
landscape, whether from within its boundaries, or from
the neighbouring terrain.
A Landscape Assessment and Strategic Landscape
Vision was prepared for the Park in the late 1990’s, and
this study informed the policies and proposals embodied
in the Lee Valley Regional Park Plan (2000) and
continues to be the basis for enhancing the landscape
of the Park.
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1. An integrated landscape
We want the landscape to help define the Park as an
entity and place. We want visitors to recognise when
they are in the Park and to know that it provides a varied,
quality landscape that extends from Ware to the Thames.

What do we want to achieve?
To provide a great landscape: a place that
looks, smells, sounds and feels special to be
in. We believe that the landscape comprising
elements such as the waterways and
reservoirs plays a vital role in delivering a high
quality visitor experience.

We believe that there are some key landscape elements
that, with careful development and management, can
be used to provide a sense of integration throughout the
Park: water and waterways, ecology and habitats of the
river valley, the rich industrial heritage, and the contrast
between the ‘natural’ landscape of the Park and its urban
boundary. We also believe that the future development
and management of the Park infrastructure can help
integrate the landscape: through the design of signage,
furniture, visitor facilities and pathways, although care will
be needed not to over manage and loose the sense of
wildness found in some of the Park’s landscape.

To understand and support the Park’s
ecological habitats.
To offer a landscape that supports sporting and
recreational opportunities, as well as social and
cultural activities, today and for the future.
We believe there are two distinct aspects to the future
development and management of landscape in the Park: -

2. Celebrating local distinctiveness
We want to ensure that the distinctive local landscape
characters that contribute so much to the unique
qualities of the Park are celebrated and strengthened.
We believe this can be achieved through the careful
integration of the Park wide landscape elements with
the local landscape qualities. We want to define and
enhance the local landscape character while mitigating
detracting elements, and developing the unifying Park
wide landscape elements sensitively and respectfully.
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How will we deliver?
For the whole Park

We will
• Undertake a Landscape Assessment and develop a
Strategic Landscape Vision, incorporating an Historic
Environmental Characterisation study for the Park.
This work will provide a coordinated framework that
will allow us to
• Identify which landscape elements can be used to
build a unified Park landscape.
• Identify areas of distinctive character within the
wider Park.
• Identify existing landscape strengths to be
protected, and those to be mitigated.
• Identify visual and physical areas that have
inadequate access.
• Recognise the importance of the landscape
experience within and beyond the Park
boundaries, including
• Park landscape as experienced from within the
  Park.
• Park landscape as experienced from outside
the Park (e.g. views into the Park).
• The landscape beyond the Park as
experienced from within the Park (e.g. landscape
character adjacent to Park boundaries and more
distant views beyond the Park).
• Provide guidance for future development and
management of the Park landscape.
• Continue to implement the landscape policies and
proposals set out in the Lee Valley Regional Park
Plan (2000), until a new Strategic Landscape Vision

• Prepare comprehensive design guidelines for those
key landscape elements that can create a unified
Park wide character. These will include guidance on
signage, furniture, visitor infrastructure, as well as
grounds’ management and maintenance.

On our estate
We will
• Undertake a long-term investment to implement the
Strategic Landscape Vision for the Park.
• Integrate the delivery of the Strategic Landscape
Vision across site management, facility business
and future development plans.
• Acquire land where existing or proposed uses
compromise the Landscape Vision for the Park,
and which cannot be mitigated by other means.

is published.

Working with others
We will
• Work with other landowners and managers within the
Park to:
• Assist in the delivery of the Strategic
Landscape Vision.
• Encourage adoption of our design guidance to unify
the Park wide landscape elements.
• Deliver other landscape enhancement initiatives e.g.
the Upper Lee Valley Landscape Strategy.
• Make sure that any developments within or adjacent
to the Park are contributing positively to the strategic
Landscape Vision (through planning consultee roles
and proactive partnership working).
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Landscape and Heritage
Objective 5.2 – Heritage

Protect and celebrate the heritage of the Park

Where are we now?
The Regional Park is a significant heritage resource
with sites of national importance for industrial, social
and cultural history. Although it includes records
of settlement from pre-historic and medieval times
its heritage is predominantly linked to the area’s
industrial past. This includes the Park’s waterways (Lee
Navigation and the River Lea), pumping stations and
water locks and mills.
A number of ‘heritage attractions’ have been developed
within the Park, providing good access, interpretation,
events and visitor facilities. Other sites within the
Park have heritage value but due to limited access,
interpretation, and the absence of visitor facilities, these
are largely to be enjoyed from a distance. There are also
self-guided walks and cycle routes that follow key heritage
attractions throughout the Park, and along the waterways.
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What do we want to achieve?
To ensure future development and
management of the Park respects and
celebrates the rich history of the Lee Valley.
To protect and/or reuse the Park’s historic
buildings, infrastructure and landscapes.
To interpret creatively the extensive social
and cultural history of the area, including the
changing land use and role of the valley.

• Gunpowder Park
Prepare and implement an interpretation of the
former munitions land use.
• East India Dock Basin
Continue to develop an interpretation of the historic
trading role of the basin.
• Work with partners to identify other areas of heritage
interest (both remnant built features and social and
cultural heritage) within our estate. To protect and
interpret those areas wherever possible.

Working with others

How will we deliver?
For the whole Park

We will
• Undertake an Historic Environmental Characterisation
study as part of a Landscape Assessment, and
develop a Strategic Landscape Vision for the Park.

On our estate
We will
• Maintain, and where possible enhance, heritage at
existing key sites: • Myddelton House
Implement the Heritage Conservation Management
Plan in partnership with the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
This will include restoration of the kitchen garden
and improvement of the visitor infrastructure.
• Rye House Gatehouse
Prepare and implement an Heritage Conservation
Management plan for the site.
• Waltham Abbey Gardens
Prepare and implement an Heritage Conservation
Management plan for the site.
• WaterWorks
Continue to develop an interpretation of the historic
water supply infrastructure.

We will
• Ensure that the Park’s heritage sites form a
complementary and coordinated part of the Park wide
offer. These include:
• Royal Gunpowder Mills
Support the Royal Gunpowder Mills Trust to develop
a visitor attraction that integrates with the wider
Park offer.
• Walthamstow Reservoirs
Support Thames Water aspirations to develop a
visitor attraction at the Reservoirs. This will include
highlighting the historic significance of the water
supply networks within the Lee Valley
• Three Mills
Support the 3 Mills Trust’s work to develop and
restore the Mill structures.
• Waterways
Work with British Waterways and other partners
to protect and interpret the rich history of the
waterways in the Lee Valley.
• Facilitate and coordinate joint programmes for the
marketing and promotion of heritage features within
the Park.
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Park
Development
Framework
Our Aim for

Environment
A Park that contributes to the environmental sustainability of the region

Why do we think it is important?
• The Park has always, and will continue, to play an important role as a location for a range of
urban infrastructure.
• There is a universal need to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change. The Park has
an important role to play by:
• Managing increased flood risk
• Conserving and enhancing scarce resources, in particular water resources
• Offsetting urban heat island effects
• Meeting the open space needs of a growing population
• Make energy production, food production and waste management local
• The Park has the potential to become a national model, showing how communities can
be supported and sustained through effective management of open space, sport, leisure,
recreation and nature conservation.

In this section:
Objective 6.1 – Water

Objective 6.4 – Waste

Improve the management of water and enhance water quality

Minimise waste generation and contribute towards
sustainable waste management

Objective 6.2 – Energy
Maximise the efficient use of energy and contribute
towards sustainable energy production

Objective 6.3 – Production
A productive landscape

Objective 6.5 – Land
Mitigate the impacts of past land uses and activities
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Environment
Objective 6.1 – Water

Improve the management of water and enhance
water quality
Where are we now?
Water is one of the defining features of the Lea Valley;
the watercourses and water bodies of the valley have a
long history of supporting activities within the valley.
We have identified five main areas of focus for the future
management of water within the Park.

1. Water Quality
Current water quality in a number of water courses
within the Park, and particularly in the lower Lea
catchment is poor. Poor water quality reduces
biodiversity, detracts from the landscape (sight and
smell), and is detrimental to the recreational and
leisure use of the Park. Responsibility for improving
water quality lies with a number of organisations and
agencies, including the Environment Agency, Thames
Water, British Waterways, local authorities, as well as
individual landowners.

addition, Abbey Mills Pumping Station (through which
the majority of north London’s sewage flows) is located
adjacent to the Park at Abbey Mill. The wastewater
network is owned and operated by Thames Water.

4. Potable water supply
The Lee Valley has a long tradition of supplying drinking
water for London. Water supply infrastructure is an
important feature of the Park, including the New River
(dating from 1600’s) and both historic and existing
operational water treatment sites. A series of reservoirs
constructed at various times through the 19th and 20th
centuries, provide not only a significant proportion of
London’s water but offer some of the largest open water
bodies and spectacular landscapes in London.
The potable water supply network is owned and
operated by Thames Water.

5. Transportation
2. Flood risk management
Climate change is expected to increase the probability
of flooding through a combination of intense rainfall
and rising sea levels. The Lee Valley plays a vital role
in managing flood risk in the region; many of the water
bodies, watercourses and open spaces within the Park
provide capacity for floodwater storage. The flood risk
management network is largely owned and operated
by the Environment Agency, however many of the
water bodies and watercourses that form the flood risk
management network are owned and managed by
others, including us.

3. Waste water management
The Lee Valley is pivotal in the management of
wastewater across north London and Hertfordshire.
Major sewage treatment works are located in, or
adjacent to, the Park, at Rye Meads and Edmonton. In

The River Lee has a long history as a transportation
route, tracing back into antiquity. Extensive development
of the canal network in the 18th and 19th centuries
supported the expanding industrialisation of the valley,
and the waterways were used commercially right up
until the 1980s.
The recent construction of Three Mills Lock on the
Prescott Channel by British Waterways is intended
to revive commercial transport on the Lee Navigation
system; with particular focus on construction of the
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park. It will also improve the
regeneration potential of the area and opportunities for
water based leisure and recreation.
Responsibility for maintaining navigation on the canal
system lies with British Waterways.
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What do we want to achieve? How will we deliver?
To manage the future of water within the Park
in such a way that it contributes to all the
objectives of the Park;

On our estate

We want the water quality of all watercourses and water
bodies in the Park to be sufficient to allow leisure and
recreational use, and to contribute to the biodiversity
and landscape values of the Park.

We will
• Ensure that the future development and management
of our open spaces and facilities delivers:
• No net reduction in water quality or flood risk
management capacity.
• A positive contribution to improved water quality .
• A net increase in flood risk management capacity
(where possible).
• Best practice in relation to wastewater management
and water consumption.
• Seek to maximize the efficient use of water where
possible by reducing demand, introducing water
efficient devices and systems in all new visitor facilities
and retrofitting existing buildings where possible.

Flood risk management

Working with others

We recognise the significant value of the flood risk
management system and infrastructure within the Park. We
want this network to meet both its functional requirements,
and to contribute to the leisure and recreational,
biodiversity and landscape values of the Park.

We will
• Continue to work with partners to facilitate the delivery
of a range of water management functions on our own
estate, provided that these functions will:
• Not compromise other Park functions or values (e.g.
biodiversity, recreation, route network, landscape etc).
• Where possible deliver merits over and above the
identified water management benefits.
• Be 100% partner-funded in relation to
implementation and long term management, except
where proposals relate entirely to our estate or
facilities, or other benefits associated with the
developments warrant our contribution

Water is a key component of the Park’s offer
as a visitor destination; providing a range
of sport, recreation, social and community
opportunities, and playing a key role in its
biodiversity and landscape.
Water quality

Waste water management
We understand the importance of the wastewater
management infrastructure within the Park. We want a
Park where the wastewater network is developed and
managed effectively to deliver a wide range of values,
such as improvements to biodiversity and the landscape.

Potable water supply
We recognise the importance of the potable water
supply infrastructure within the Park. We want this
infrastructure to be further developed and managed
so as to improve access for leisure and recreational
activities, and to nurture biodiversity and the landscape.

Transportation
We want a Park in which the navigation network
is developed and managed to provide improved
commercial use, and to be part of the delivery of values
that include visitor infrastructure, leisure and recreation,
biodiversity and landscape.

Water quality
We will
• Continue to encourage and work with the Environment
Agency, Thames Water, British Waterways and other
partners to deliver improvements to water quality. This
will encompass all watercourse and water bodies, both
in the Park and in the wider catchment of the River Lee
and its tributaries. Delivery of actions identified in the
Thames River Basin Management Plan will be a key
focus for all partners.
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Flood Risk Management
We will
• Continue to encourage and work with the Environment
Agency, and other partners, to ensure the existing
flood risk management infrastructure functions
effectively.
• Where possible expand and enhance the range of
values offered, to include biodiversity, sport and
recreation, visitor infrastructure and social and
community benefits. Initiatives will include:
• De-culverting (or daylighting) and naturalising water
courses
• River restoration
• Overcoming existing restrictions and barriers
to access
• Providing additional water based recreational activities
• Explore opportunities to utilise the estate’s open
spaces and water bodies for flood risk management
and additional flood storage capacity. Additional flood
storage capacity should seek to expand and enhance
the range of values offered by the Park.

Waste water management
We will
• Continue to encourage and work with Thames Water,
and other partners, to ensure that the existing waste
water management infrastructure functions effectively.
• Work with Thames Water, the Environment Agency
and other partners to minimise and mitigate any impact
on the Park arising from new or increased capacity.
• Where possible expand and enhance the range
of values offered, including biodiversity, sport and
recreation, visitor infrastructure and social and
community benefits. Initiatives will include:
• Improving quality of outfall from sewage
treatment works.
• Mitigating impact of combined sewer over flows.
• Exploring opportunities for tertiary treatment of
effluent through wetland systems.
• De-culverting (or daylighting) and naturalising
watercourses.
• Overcome existing restrictions and barriers to access.
• Explore opportunities to utilise the Park’s open spaces
for ‘natural’ treatment of waste water. Any waste water
treatment should expand and enhance the range
of values offered by the Park e.g. creating new
wildlife habitats.

• Encourage the integration of Sustainable Urban
Drainage schemes as part of multifunctional green
infrastructure.

Potable water supply
We will
• Continue to encourage and work with Thames Water
and other partners to maintain the existing potable
water supply system and infrastructure.
• Where possible expand and enhance the range of
values offered, to include biodiversity, sport and
recreation, visitor infrastructure, and social and
community benefits. Initiatives will include:
• De-culverting (or daylighting) and naturalising water
courses and water bodies.
• Overcoming existing restrictions and barriers
to access.
• Expanding and enhancing the visitor offer.

Transportation
We will continue to work with British Waterways
and other partners to:
• Maintain effective functioning of the navigation system
and infrastructure for commercial use.
• Ensure that the navigation system provides an
appropriate balance of values offered by the Park,
to include biodiversity, sport and recreation, visitor
infrastructure, and social and community benefits.
• Explore opportunities to enhance and support the
commercial use of the navigation system (e.g. wharfs,
bulk goods storage etc).
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Environment
Objective 6.2 – Energy

Maximise the efficient use of energy and contribute
towards sustainable energy production
Distribution Networks
The Park accommodates various elements of National
Grid’s high voltage transmission system (including
overhead electricity lines, pylons, major sub stations
and the new electricity line tunnels that run through the
lower Lee Valley). A number of fuel and gas pipelines
also pass through the Park; these service major
infrastructures such as the Rye House Power Station.

Where are we now?
Generating energy

The Lea Valley has a long history of energy production;
from using river and tidal power for its mills, through to
large scale energy production from coal and gas fired
power stations. Today energy production has greatly
reduced in the valley, with just a few electricity stations
remaining. Current initiatives now focus on generating
renewable energy; with a biomass powered energy
centre being constructed at the Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park, and the potential new tidal generation
being devised at Three Mills.

Maximising efficient use of energy
The Park does give rise to energy use as a result of the
day to day operation and maintenance of facilities and
open spaces; from visitors travelling to the Park, and
from the various activities of other landowners. Current
efforts are being sought to reduce the carbon footprint
of our operations; maximising energy efficiency is an
inherent part of this effort, as is finding alternative low
carbon energy supply.
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What do we want to achieve?
To ensure the future development and
management of the Park maximises the
efficient use of energy, and contributes to the
sustainable local production of energy.

To deliver an ongoing and long-term reduction
in energy needs for the future development,
management and operation of our facilities and
open spaces. We will also encourage visitors
to the Park to use low energy transport options
where possible.
By using our own efforts to reduce energy, set
an example to other landowners in the Park to
encourage them to minimise their own energy
use in the Park.
To use energy production to meet the needs
of our own estate and facilities; to explore
opportunities for the production of energy (e.g.
electricity or heat) through a range of renewable
technologies and across a range of scales.
To assess opportunities for other energy
production over and above the needs of our
estate. In all instances, investment in energy
production will only be undertaken where an
appropriate business case and cost benefits
can be established; and where it can be
demonstrated that proposed energy production
contributes to the delivery of our other aims,
objectives and statutory remit.

How will we deliver?
On our estate

Maximising efficient use of energy
We will
• Continue to monitor energy use and explore
opportunities to increase energy efficiency in our
facilities through:
• Routine energy certificate assessments
• Reducing or utilising energy loss (primarily through
heat loss)
• Explore opportunities to monitor and reduce energy

use through our routine management, maintenance
and business operations.
• Ensure any new development within the Park is
designed, developed and operated to the highest
standards of energy efficiency.  

Generating energy
We will
• Explore opportunities, issues and implications for
energy production on our estate, provided that:
• It does not compromise other Park functions or
values (e.g. biodiversity, recreation, route network,
landscape etc).
• Wherever possible it delivers multiple benefits over
and above the identified energy production benefit.
• Implement energy production measures where viable
and appropriate; considering a range of renewable
technologies to serve our sites / facilities.
These will include:
• Solar (photovoltaic’s and/or direct heat collection)
• Wind turbines (small scale)
• Combined heat and power (utilising Park
produced biomass)
• Water (tidal and/or micro hydro)
• Ground (and/or water) source heat exchange

Working with others
We will
• Work with other landowners within the Park to
encourage them to explore opportunities to reduce
energy use.
• Assist partners where appropriate to explore
opportunities, issues and implications of energy
production on our estate provided that such
production will:
• Not compromise other Park functions or values (e.g.
biodiversity, recreation, route network, landscape etc).
• Wherever possible deliver multiple benefits over and
above the identified energy production benefit.
• Be 100% partner funded in relation to both
implementation and long term management,
except where:
• Proposals relate entirely our estate or facilities,
  or
• Other benefits associated with the
  developments warrant our contribution.
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Environment
Objective 6.3 – Production

A productive landscape
Where are we now?

Biomass and biofuels

With its fertile loam soils, irrigation and river access to
London markets, the Lea Valley has an illustrious history
of food production; by 1930, for example, the Lea Valley
had the world’s largest concentration of glasshouses,
producing over half of Britain’s total horticultural output.

The material that can be used as fuel to generate
energy is known as biomass and biofuel. There is
currently no significant production of biomass or biofuels
within the Park. However a number of initial feasibility
studies are currently being undertaken to assess the
potential role of the Park for future production.

Food production

Food production has greatly decreased since, but it still
remains an important role for the valley.
The Lee Valley Farms provide both a commercial
dairy and arable farm unit, and a visitor attraction
and education resource. These farms also support
biodiversity with a range of habitats within the farms
themselves, and by providing livestock which graze
areas throughout the Park and help maintain grassland
and wet meadow habitats.
Commercial food production remains a significant
land use in the Park, particularly through glass house
operations and other farming operations to the north of
the Park.
Community led food production in the form of allotments
are located at a number of sites within the Park.

Sand and gravel extraction
The Lee Valley has been a source for sand and gravel
throughout the 20th century. Many of the old sites have
been filled with water, and are now part of the extensive
network of water bodies that characterise the north of the
Park. Sand and gravel extraction has declined in recent
years, with no extraction work currently in operation.
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What do we want to achieve?
For the Park to continue to function as a
productive landscape.

For production to be part of the visitor
destination; creating and maintaining
ecologically valuable habitats and landscapes,
and providing opportunities for recreation,
social and community activities.

the introduction of short rotation crops or coppice
management.
Sand and gravel extraction
We want the Park to continue to provide sand and
gravel resources where the extraction works do not
compromise the delivery of the wider objectives of the
Park. Post extraction restoration should enhance the
Park offer.

How will we deliver?
On our estate

Food production
We want the Park to continue to provide food for the
region in a way that does not compromise the delivery
of the wider objectives of the Park.
We want to continue to develop and manage the Lee Valley
Farms so that a broad range of benefits are delivered - with
food production being a significant component.
We also want the Park to continue to offer a range
of allotment and community based food production
opportunities. We recognise that there are a wide range
of benefits arising from these activities over and above
the production of food, including social and community
and biodiversity benefits.
Biomass and biofuels
We want the Park to play a future role in the production
of biomass and biofuels. We believe this can be achieved
by utilising waste or byproducts from Park activities in
particular from the enhanced management of existing
landscapes, habitats and facilities rather than through

Food Production
We will
• Undertake substantial evaluation of the current role of
Lee Valley Farms within the Park, and our wider offer.
We will aim to identify an optimum balance between its
commercial role as a food production enterprise and
the other values and benefits offered. These include:
• Visitor attractions
• Education resources
• Landscape and landscape management tools
• Biodiversity value
• Recreation/leisure uses
• Environmental infrastructure uses
• Retain our existing allotments and explore
opportunities for new community led food production
opportunities. Initiatives should demonstrate delivery of
regional value and should be accessible to all visitors.
Biomass and biofuel
We will
• Explore opportunities, issues and implications for the
production of biomass and biofuels from our estate,
provided that such production will:
• Not compromise other Park functions or values (e.g.
biodiversity, recreation, route network, landscape etc).
• Where ever possible deliver multiple merits over and
above the identified energy production benefit.
• Be 100% partner funded in relation to both
implementation and long term management,
except where:
• Proposals relate entirely to our estate or
facilities, or where
• Other benefits associated with the
developments warrant our contribution.
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• Implement, where viable and appropriate, biomass and
biofuel production measures. These will include:
• Husbandry of open space areas for production of
useable biomass, especially woodland areas and
meadow land.
• Short to medium term programmes of scrub/
woodland clearance as appropriate; harvesting
small wood biomass and re-establishing meadow/
wet meadow to help deliver our aim and objectives
for biodiversity.
• Biodigestion facility utilising combined waste stream
from Lee Valley Farms (dairy herd slurry) and
Lee Valley Growers (green waste from vegetable
production) to produce biofuel.
Sand and gravel extraction
We will
• Explore opportunities, issues and implications for sand
and gravel extraction from our estate, provided that
such extraction will:
• Not compromise other Park functions or values (e.g.
biodiversity, recreation, route network, landscape etc).
• Where ever possible deliver multiple benefits over and
above the production of sand and gravel material.

Working with others
Food production
We will
• Develop a strong partnership offer with commercial
operators (both within Park boundaries and beyond)
in order to maximise the range of benefits and values
offered alongside food production. This will include:
• Developing, marketing and promoting a strong
Lee Valley produce brand together.
• Establishing joint retail opportunities for Lee Valley
produce (e.g. local markets, farmers markets, farm
shops etc).
• Developing coordinated and integrated

opportunities for visitor attractions, recreational
and leisure visits and learning.
• Work with other landowners to explore opportunities
for new community led food production initiatives.
These should demonstrate delivery of regional value
and open access for all.
• Ensure that potential and actual impact of commercial
food production on the Park (e.g. affect on landscape,
route network, fauna and flora, sustainability etc) is
mitigated wherever possible.
• Resist development of further commercial food
production within the Park, except where potential and
actual impact on other Park uses can be fully mitigated.
• Work with other landowners and partners to explore
the potential of using livestock from the Lee Valley
Farms to help maintain and manage habitats.
Biomass, biofuels and sand and gravel
• We will work with others to explore opportunities,
issues and implications for the production of biomass
and biofuels, and for the extraction of sand and gravel
within the Park. Such production should:
• Not compromise other Park functions or values (e.g.
biodiversity, recreation, route network, landscape etc).
• Where ever possible deliver multiple benefits over
and above the identified energy production benefit.
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Environment
Objective 6.4 – Waste

Minimise waste generation and contribute towards
sustainable waste management
Where are we now?
Waste from the Park

We generate a variety of solid waste from our
operations; this ranges from visitor litter, day-to-day
business and land management waste, to animal
effluent from Park farms.  

Non Park waste management activities
and operations
There are currently a small number of waste
management operations and activities located within

the Park, on land that is owned by others. The most
significant site is the London Waste operated Ecopark
at Edmonton. This is London’s largest waste processing
site, and includes bulk recycling, composting, wood
chipping, waste disposal as well as incinerator driven
energy generation from its incinerators.
Other sites within the Park run smaller operations such
as skip hire, waste recycling and processing plants. The
industrial areas surrounding the Park also support a
range of waste management operations and activities.
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What do we want to achieve?
A Park in which the volume of waste generated
is as small as possible.
Where as much as possible of that waste is
reused, recycled or otherwise utilised as a
future resource.
Our operations to be an example to other
landowners in the Park, to encourage them
to join us in a joint and collaborative effort to
minimise waste generation.
To ensure that any potential and actual
impacts of waste management activities and
operations, are fully mitigated.

How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Develop a fully coordinated approach to the
management of waste generated from our estate,
facilities and operations. We will seek to:
• Implement a zero waste to landfill operation.
• Ensure comprehensive provision for recycling at all
venues and open spaces.
• Eliminate where possible sale or distribution of material
that becomes waste (e.g. food packaging etc).
• Produce focused marketing and promotions that
highlight the Park’s zero waste operation.
• Increase the use of recycled materials and products
including materials used in construction, land and
open space management and maintenance.

Working with others
We will
• Work with other landowners within the Park to encourage
them to explore opportunities to minimise waste
generation, and reuse and recycle waste as a resource.
• Continue to work with existing waste management site
landowners and operators to:
• Ensure that potential and actual impact of existing
waste management activities and operations across
the Park (e.g. landscape, route network, fauna
and flora, sustainability etc) are mitigated
wherever possible.
• Resist development of further waste management
activities and operations within the Park, except
where impact on other uses and functions of the
Park can be fully mitigated.
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Environment
Objective 6.5 – Land

Mitigate the impacts of past land uses and activities
Where are we now?
History’s legacy to the Lee Valley is large areas of land
despoiled by past industial activity and in-filled with
imported materials. This ranges from the reclaimed
wetlands of the lower valley, the middle and lower
marshlands filled with Word War II rubble, to the former
gravel works of the upper valley. Most of these have been
backfilled with a mix of domestic and industrial waste;
work that is still ongoing today in small pockets of the
Park.
Much of this historic activity was undertaken at a time
of little, if any, regulation or control of waste materials.
The result is that some areas of the Park contains
underground material with various levels of contaminates.
In most instances, this material poses minimal or nonexistent risk, provided that management and activities
on these sites is appropriate. There are however some
sites within the Park where levels and the nature of
contamination are currently unknown.

What do we want to achieve?
• To have a comprehensive understanding of the ground
materials within the Park, and the associated risks of
movement of, and exposure to, contaminated materials.
• To have appropriate development and management
measures in place to mitigate any risks arising from
contaminated land.

How will we deliver?
On our estate

We will
• Prepare a Contaminated Land Strategy and Action
Plan, which will
• Review our contaminated land holding
• Undertake risk assessments
• Prioritise areas for action
• Undertake a programme of ground investigations and
mitigation options appraisal.
• Take appropriate steps to mitigate impacts and risks
associated with contaminated land in our ownership.
• In all instances seek external funding to assist.

Working with others
We will
• Work with partners to facilitate and coordinate joint
initiatives to assess and mitigate impacts and risks
associated with contaminated land, where such joint
action is of mutual benefit.
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